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Still No Equality in Youth Sports-Reclassification of Water Polo

Governor, NV Task Force, Department of Business & Industry,
This email is to implore you to reconsider your stance on reclassifying water polo in order to allow
Nevada athletes to pursue the sport they love, safely. You and taskforce leaders have been shown
our argument and supporting data for a safe return to play.
We cannot help but feel that we are not prioritized when it comes to youth sports. Is it because we
aren't a casino? Maybe we don't know the right “people” or political figure? Perhaps we don't have a
strong lobby or money to get noticed. We are, afterall, just a non-profit sports team. However, we are
water polo players with passion and love for this sport. We pride ourselves in coaching and teaching
all levels of play from beginners in splash ball to sending our high school players to division one
collegiate teams.
Sadly, your denial in today's meeting with the Coronavirus Response Director gave us no path to
return to play. No proof to refute that our sport is unsafe has been provided and you are allowing
other sports, in the same classification as water polo, the ability to play games and host tournaments.
We are asking for the same consideration and consistency in the decision making process.
HOW CAN THIS BE APPROVED AND NOT WATER POLO!?! THIS IS HAPPENING NOW IN OUR
TOWN. CLICK HERE TO SEE A PACKED HOUSE AT THE POOL!
Fact - Hockey is having games weekly and it even says on their website (scroll down to 2021
Schedule). I have seen these games and can send you videos to support my claim. Look at the first
sentence on that page. It says MORE GAMES! Was their approval supposed to be a secret?
Fact - Department of Business and Industry has approved an application to host a hockey tournament
March 19-22. How is a sport that is classified as prohibited under current guidelines able to
acquire such an approval? They are even noted here as being classified as high contact sport
(second paragraph). Dept of B&I claims the tournament will not allow "checking" and that is how they
were approved. Is that the only contact in hockey? What about faceoffs? Defense on the puck?
Fighting for the puck on the boards? Can they guarantee all that will not happen at this tournament?
And if it does happen, will the event be canceled. Doesn't sound like hockey if they can't do those
things. Rest assured they will.
Fact - You mentioned you can't make an exception for a single sport. This statement is false. You just
reclassified Lacrosse and you are allowing hockey games events without reclassification.
Fact - While I am happy for Lacrosse and Hockey, I have the same passion for my sport as they do. I
hope to join them in their path to return to play.
Please explain to me why you can't approve our request to be able to have contact in our practices
and the ability to have games while others in the Battle Born State of Nevada are? We are soccer,
basketball, football, lacrosse, and hockey (all approved) DIPPED IN CHLORINE! Chlorine is a
disinfectant that kills the virus!
Our view, based on scientific data, is that water polo has been inaccurately classified as a “high risk
of transmission” sport. In fact, since water polo is played in a highly chlorinated environment (which
kills the COVID-19 virus), when combined with
proper on-deck protocols, water polo is safe and represents an extremely low risk of transmission.
When playing water polo, faces and bodies are frequently submerged, immediately killing the virus.
The positive effects of chlorine are not just limited to the water. Chlorine gas hovers above the water’s
surface acting as an additional disinfectant. The Centers for Disease Control (CDC) has reported that
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there is NO evidence of COVID-19 transmission through swimming pools, while the World Health
Organization (WHO) has also identified only a limited risk of contamination and illness at wellmanaged facilities.
Please reach out to us so we can work this out together. We need your leadership on this Governor.
Thank You,
Richard Thornton
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Still No Equality in Youth Sports-Reclassification of Water Polo

Governor, NV Task Force, Department of Business & Industry,
This email is to implore you to reconsider your stance on reclassifying water polo in order to allow
Nevada athletes to pursue the sport they love, safely. You and taskforce leaders have been shown
our argument and supporting data for a safe return to play.
We cannot help but feel that we are not prioritized when it comes to youth sports. Is it because we
aren't a casino? Maybe we don't know the right “people” or political figure? Perhaps we don't have a
strong lobby or money to get noticed. We are, afterall, just a non-profit sports team. However, we
are water polo players with passion and love for this sport. We pride ourselves in coaching and
teaching all levels of play from beginners in splash ball to sending our high school players to division
one collegiate teams.
Sadly, your denial in today's meeting with the Coronavirus Response Director gave us no path to
return to play. No proof to refute that our sport is unsafe has been provided and you are
allowing other sports, in the same classification as water polo, the ability to play games and host
tournaments. We are asking for the same consideration and consistency in the decision making
process.
HOW CAN THIS BE APPROVED AND NOT WATER POLO!?! THIS IS HAPPENING NOW IN OUR
TOWN. CLICK HERE TO SEE A PACKED HOUSE AT THE POOL!
Fact - Hockey is having games weekly and it even says on their website (scroll down to 2021
Schedule). I have seen these games and can send you videos to support my claim. Look at the first
sentence on that page. It says MORE GAMES! Was their approval supposed to be a secret?
Fact - Department of Business and Industry has approved an application to host a hockey tournament
March 19-22. How is a sport that is classified as prohibited under current guidelines able to
acquire such an approval? They are even noted here as being classified as high contact sport
(second paragraph). Dept of B&I claims the tournament will not allow "checking" and that is how they
were approved. Is that the only contact in hockey? What about faceoffs? Defense on the
puck? Fighting for the puck on the boards? Can they guarantee all that will not happen at this
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tournament? And if it does happen, will the event be canceled. Doesn't sound like hockey if they
can't do those things. Rest assured they will.
Fact - You mentioned you can't make an exception for a single sport. This statement is false. You
just reclassified Lacrosse and you are allowing hockey games events without reclassification.
Fact - While I am happy for Lacrosse and Hockey, I have the same passion for my sport as they do. I
hope to join them in their path to return to play.
Please explain to me why you can't approve our request to be able to have contact in our practices
and the ability to have games while others in the Battle Born State of Nevada are? We are soccer,
basketball, football, lacrosse, and hockey (all approved) DIPPED IN CHLORINE! Chlorine is a
disinfectant that kills the virus!
Our view, based on scientific data, is that water polo has been inaccurately classified as a “high risk
of transmission” sport. In fact, since water polo is played in a highly chlorinated environment (which
kills the COVID-19 virus), when combined with
proper on-deck protocols, water polo is safe and represents an extremely low risk of transmission.
When playing water polo, faces and bodies are frequently submerged, immediately killing the virus.
The positive effects of chlorine are not just limited to the water. Chlorine gas hovers above the water’s
surface acting as an additional disinfectant. The Centers for Disease Control (CDC) has reported that
there is NO evidence of COVID-19 transmission through swimming pools, while the World Health
Organization (WHO) has also identified only a limited risk of contamination and illness at wellmanaged facilities.
Please reach out to us so we can work this out together. We need your leadership on this Governor.
Thank You,
Richard Thornton
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Water polo needs your help! Our request to re‐classify water polo has been denied.
You have provided no proof to refute that our sport is unsafe. While at the same time allowing other sports, in the same
classification as water polo, the ability to play games and host tournaments.
We are asking for the same consideration and consistency in the decision making process.
You have allowed hockey, a sport that shares the same classification as water polo to have weekly games and even host
tournaments. All this is advertised on their websites.
We have done everything you have asked and been told NO exceptions can be made unless your sport is reclassified by
the Governor. That statement is false as hockey has been given preferential treatment either with or without your
knowledge.
We ask that you address and answer these questions.
1. How is a sport that shares the same prohibited classification as water polo under current guidelines able to acquire an
approval to host a local tournament? Hockey has been classified by our Governor as a high contact sport.
2. How is hockey able to advertise they can have games weekly when such is prohibited under current guidelines.
3. How can water polo acquire the same treatment as hockey
4. Can you claim that we are being treated fairly and with equity.
Our view, based on scientific data, is that water polo has been inaccurately classified as a high risk of transmission sport.
In fact, since water polo is played in a highly chlorinated environment (which kills the COVID‐19 virus), when combined
with proper on‐deck protocols, water polo is safe and represents an extremely low risk of transmission.
Governor and Task Force, your agenda has made time to allow water parks to open and resort pools. You have made
the effort to increase F&B occupancies. Our city is increasing hotel occupancy and allowing Spring Breakers to flood our
city. This is all great news...PLEASE FIND THE TIME FOR US TOO! Our athletes see their city returning to normal and see
their peers are able to find options to play their sport. Please consider water polo too. We ask that you reconsider your
position on the classification of water polo and immediately approve our request to have our practices return to normal
and the ability to host games .
Thank you for your time.
Thank You,
Rick Hizon
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Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone
Get Outlook for Android
From: Rick Hizon
Sent: Thursday, March 18, 2021 8:06:04 PM
To:
Subject: Equality in Youth Sports Reclassification of Water Polo

Water polo needs your help! Our request to re‐classify water polo has been denied.
You have provided no proof to refute that our sport is unsafe. While at the same time allowing other sports, in the same
classification as water polo, the ability to play games and host tournaments.
We are asking for the same consideration and consistency in the decision making process.
You have allowed hockey, a sport that shares the same classification as water polo to have weekly games and even host
tournaments. All this is advertised on their websites.
We have done everything you have asked and been told NO exceptions can be made unless your sport is reclassified by
the Governor. That statement is false as hockey has been given preferential treatment either with or without your
knowledge.
We ask that you address and answer these questions.
1. How is a sport that shares the same prohibited classification as water polo under current guidelines able to acquire an
approval to host a local tournament? Hockey has been classified by our Governor as a high contact sport.
2. How is hockey able to advertise they can have games weekly when such is prohibited under current guidelines.
3. How can water polo acquire the same treatment as hockey
4. Can you claim that we are being treated fairly and with equity.
Our view, based on scientific data, is that water polo has been inaccurately classified as a high risk of transmission sport.
In fact, since water polo is played in a highly chlorinated environment (which kills the COVID‐19 virus), when combined
with proper on‐deck protocols, water polo is safe and represents an extremely low risk of transmission.
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Governor and Task Force, your agenda has made time to allow water parks to open and resort pools. You have made
the effort to increase F&B occupancies. Our city is increasing hotel occupancy and allowing Spring Breakers to flood our
city. This is all great news...PLEASE FIND THE TIME FOR US TOO! Our athletes see their city returning to normal and see
their peers are able to find options to play their sport. Please consider water polo too. We ask that you reconsider your
position on the classification of water polo and immediately approve our request to have our practices return to normal
and the ability to host games .
Thank you for your time.
Thank You,
Rick Hizon
Sent from my iPhone
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At the same time, we are enjoying the NCAA March Madness, I am saddened and frustrated that the
State of Nevada task force has not reclassified the game of water polo.
While basketball players go chest to chest and perspire on one another, water polo players literally play in
liquid bleach (chlorine). There is zero scientific basis for believing play in liquid bleach is conducive to the
transmission of the COVID‐19 virus ‐ or any other virus.
Any athletic game played in chlorinated water should be among the first sports to be played safely in the
COVID‐19 pandemic ‐ not the last. This decision makes no sound sense to me.
For the sake of teenage water polo players, please reconsider the State's position on the classification of
water polo and approve the request to allow our children to play.
Thank you very much for your consideration.
Rieko Munatones
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Water polo needs your help! Our request to re-classify water polo has been denied.
You have provided no proof to refute that our sport is unsafe. While at the same time allowing other sports, in
the same classification as water polo, the ability to play games and host tournaments.
We are asking for the same consideration and consistency in the decision making process.
You have allowed hockey, a sport that shares the same classification as water polo to have weekly games and
even host tournaments. All this is advertised on their websites.
We have done everything you have asked and been told NO exceptions can be made unless your sport is
reclassified by the Governor. That statement is false as hockey has been given preferential treatment either
with or without your knowledge.
We ask that you address and answer these questions.
1. How is a sport that shares the same prohibited classification as water polo under current guidelines able to
acquire an approval to host a local tournament? Hockey has been classified by our Governor as a high
contact sport.
2. How is hockey able to advertise they can have games weekly when such is prohibited under current
guidelines.
3. How can water polo acquire the same treatment as hockey
4. Can you claim that we are being treated fairly and with equity.
Our view, based on scientific data, is that water polo has been inaccurately classified as a high risk of
transmission sport. In fact, since water polo is played in a highly chlorinated environment (which kills the
COVID-19 virus), when combined with proper on-deck protocols, water polo is safe and represents an
extremely low risk of transmission.
Governor and Task Force, your agenda has made time to allow water parks to open and resort pools. You
have made the effort to increase F&B occupancies. Our city is increasing hotel occupancy and allowing Spring
Breakers to flood our city. This is all great news...PLEASE FIND THE TIME FOR US TOO! Our athletes see
their city returning to normal and see their peers are able to find options to play their sport. Please consider
water polo too. We ask that you reconsider your position on the classification of water polo and
immediately approve our request to have our practices return to normal and the ability to host games .
Thank you for your time.
Thank You,
Sandra Byrne
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Governor, NV Task Force, Department of Business & Industry,

This email is to implore you to reconsider your stance on reclassifying water polo in order to allow Nevada athletes to
pursue the sport they love, safely. You and taskforce leaders have been shown our argument and supporting data for a
safe return to play.

We cannot help but feel that we are not prioritized when it comes to youth sports. Is it because we aren't a
casino? Maybe we don't know the right “people” or political figure? Perhaps we don't have a strong lobby or money to
get noticed. We are, afterall, just a non‐profit sports team. However, we are water polo players with passion and love
for this sport. We pride ourselves in coaching and teaching all levels of play from beginners in splash ball to sending our
high school players to division one collegiate teams.

Sadly, your denial in today's meeting with the Coronavirus Response Director gave us no path to return to play. No
proof to refute that our sport is unsafe has been provided and you are allowing other sports, in the same classification
as water polo, the ability to play games and host tournaments. We are asking for the same consideration and
consistency in the decision making process.

HOW CAN THIS BE APPROVED AND NOT WATER POLO!?! THIS IS HAPPENING NOW IN OUR TOWN. CLICK HERE TO
SEE A PACKED HOUSE AT THE POOL!

Fact ‐ Hockey is having games weekly and it even says on their website (scroll down to 2021 Schedule). I have seen
these games and can send you videos to support my claim. Look at the first sentence on that page. It says MORE
GAMES! Was their approval supposed to be a secret?
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Fact ‐ Department of Business and Industry has approved an application to host a hockey tournament March 19‐
22. How is a sport that is classified as prohibited under current guidelines able to acquire such an approval? They are
even noted here as being classified as high contact sport (second paragraph). Dept of B&I claims the tournament will
not allow "checking" and that is how they were approved. Is that the only contact in hockey? What about
faceoffs? Defense on the puck? Fighting for the puck on the boards? Can they guarantee all that will not happen at this
tournament? And if it does happen, will the event be canceled. Doesn't sound like hockey if they can't do those
things. Rest assured they will.

Fact ‐ You mentioned you can't make an exception for a single sport. This statement is false. You just reclassified
Lacrosse and you are allowing hockey games events without reclassification.

Fact ‐ While I am happy for Lacrosse and Hockey, I have the same passion for my sport as they do. I hope to join them in
their path to return to play.

Please explain to me why you can't approve our request to be able to have contact in our practices and the ability to
have games while others in the Battle Born State of Nevada are?. We are soccer, basketball, football, lacrosse, and
hockey (all approved) DIPPED IN CHLORINE! Chlorine is a disinfectant that kills the virus!

Our view, based on scientific data, is that water polo has been inaccurately classified as a “high risk of transmission”
sport. In fact, since water polo is played in a highly chlorinated environment (which kills the COVID‐19 virus), when
combined with
proper on‐deck protocols, water polo is safe and represents an extremely low risk of transmission.

When playing water polo, faces and bodies are frequently submerged, immediately killing the virus. The positive effects
of chlorine are not just limited to the water. Chlorine gas hovers above the water’s surface acting as an additional
disinfectant. The Centers for Disease Control (CDC) has reported that there is NO evidence of COVID‐19 transmission
through swimming pools, while the World Health Organization (WHO) has also identified only a limited risk of
contamination and illness at well‐managed facilities.

Please reach out to us so we can work this out together. We need your leadership on this Governor.

Thank You,

Sara Hoffmann
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Governor, NV Task Force, Department of Business & Industry,

This email is to implore you to reconsider your stance on reclassifying water polo in order to allow Nevada athletes to
pursue the sport they love, safely. You and taskforce leaders have been shown our argument and supporting data for a
safe return to play.

We cannot help but feel that we are not prioritized when it comes to youth sports. Is it because we aren't a
casino? Maybe we don't know the right “people” or political figure? Perhaps we don't have a strong lobby or money to
get noticed. We are, afterall, just a non‐profit sports team. However, we are water polo players with passion and love
for this sport. We pride ourselves in coaching and teaching all levels of play from beginners in splash ball to sending our
high school players to division one collegiate teams.

Sadly, your denial in today's meeting with the Coronavirus Response Director gave us no path to return to play. No
proof to refute that our sport is unsafe has been provided and you are allowing other sports, in the same classification
as water polo, the ability to play games and host tournaments. We are asking for the same consideration and
consistency in the decision making process.

HOW CAN THIS BE APPROVED AND NOT WATER POLO!?! THIS IS HAPPENING NOW IN OUR TOWN. CLICK HERE TO
SEE A PACKED HOUSE AT THE POOL!

Fact ‐ Hockey is having games weekly and it even says on their website (scroll down to 2021 Schedule). I have seen
these games and can send you videos to support my claim. Look at the first sentence on that page. It says MORE
GAMES! Was their approval supposed to be a secret?
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Fact ‐ Department of Business and Industry has approved an application to host a hockey tournament March 19‐
22. How is a sport that is classified as prohibited under current guidelines able to acquire such an approval? They are
even noted here as being classified as high contact sport (second paragraph). Dept of B&I claims the tournament will
not allow "checking" and that is how they were approved. Is that the only contact in hockey? What about
faceoffs? Defense on the puck? Fighting for the puck on the boards? Can they guarantee all that will not happen at this
tournament? And if it does happen, will the event be canceled. Doesn't sound like hockey if they can't do those
things. Rest assured they will.

Fact ‐ You mentioned you can't make an exception for a single sport. This statement is false. You just reclassified
Lacrosse and you are allowing hockey games events without reclassification.

Fact ‐ While I am happy for Lacrosse and Hockey, I have the same passion for my sport as they do. I hope to join them in
their path to return to play.

Please explain to me why you can't approve our request to be able to have contact in our practices and the ability to
have games while others in the Battle Born State of Nevada are?. We are soccer, basketball, football, lacrosse, and
hockey (all approved) DIPPED IN CHLORINE! Chlorine is a disinfectant that kills the virus!

Our view, based on scientific data, is that water polo has been inaccurately classified as a “high risk of transmission”
sport. In fact, since water polo is played in a highly chlorinated environment (which kills the COVID‐19 virus), when
combined with
proper on‐deck protocols, water polo is safe and represents an extremely low risk of transmission.

When playing water polo, faces and bodies are frequently submerged, immediately killing the virus. The positive effects
of chlorine are not just limited to the water. Chlorine gas hovers above the water’s surface acting as an additional
disinfectant. The Centers for Disease Control (CDC) has reported that there is NO evidence of COVID‐19 transmission
through swimming pools, while the World Health Organization (WHO) has also identified only a limited risk of
contamination and illness at well‐managed facilities.

Please reach out to us so we can work this out together. We need your leadership on this Governor.

Thank You,

Sara Hoffmann
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Governor, NV Task Force, Department of Business & Industry,

This email is to implore you to reconsider your stance on reclassifying water polo in order to allow Nevada athletes to
pursue the sport they love, safely. You and taskforce leaders have been shown our argument and supporting data for a
safe return to play.

We cannot help but feel that we are not prioritized when it comes to youth sports. Is it because we aren't a
casino? Maybe we don't know the right “people” or political figure? Perhaps we don't have a strong lobby or money to
get noticed. We are, afterall, just a non‐profit sports team. However, we are water polo players with passion and love
for this sport. We pride ourselves in coaching and teaching all levels of play from beginners in splash ball to sending our
high school players to division one collegiate teams.

Sadly, your denial in today's meeting with the Coronavirus Response Director gave us no path to return to play. No
proof to refute that our sport is unsafe has been provided and you are allowing other sports, in the same classification
as water polo, the ability to play games and host tournaments. We are asking for the same consideration and
consistency in the decision making process.

HOW CAN THIS BE APPROVED AND NOT WATER POLO!?! THIS IS HAPPENING NOW IN OUR TOWN. CLICK HERE TO
SEE A PACKED HOUSE AT THE POOL!

Fact ‐ Hockey is having games weekly and it even says on their website (scroll down to 2021 Schedule). I have seen
these games and can send you videos to support my claim. Look at the first sentence on that page. It says MORE
GAMES! Was their approval supposed to be a secret?
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Fact ‐ Department of Business and Industry has approved an application to host a hockey tournament March 19‐
22. How is a sport that is classified as prohibited under current guidelines able to acquire such an approval? They are
even noted here as being classified as high contact sport (second paragraph). Dept of B&I claims the tournament will
not allow "checking" and that is how they were approved. Is that the only contact in hockey? What about
faceoffs? Defense on the puck? Fighting for the puck on the boards? Can they guarantee all that will not happen at this
tournament? And if it does happen, will the event be canceled. Doesn't sound like hockey if they can't do those
things. Rest assured they will.

Fact ‐ You mentioned you can't make an exception for a single sport. This statement is false. You just reclassified
Lacrosse and you are allowing hockey games events without reclassification.

Fact ‐ While I am happy for Lacrosse and Hockey, I have the same passion for my sport as they do. I hope to join them in
their path to return to play.

Please explain to me why you can't approve our request to be able to have contact in our practices and the ability to
have games while others in the Battle Born State of Nevada are?. We are soccer, basketball, football, lacrosse, and
hockey (all approved) DIPPED IN CHLORINE! Chlorine is a disinfectant that kills the virus!

Our view, based on scientific data, is that water polo has been inaccurately classified as a “high risk of transmission”
sport. In fact, since water polo is played in a highly chlorinated environment (which kills the COVID‐19 virus), when
combined with
proper on‐deck protocols, water polo is safe and represents an extremely low risk of transmission.

When playing water polo, faces and bodies are frequently submerged, immediately killing the virus. The positive effects
of chlorine are not just limited to the water. Chlorine gas hovers above the water’s surface acting as an additional
disinfectant. The Centers for Disease Control (CDC) has reported that there is NO evidence of COVID‐19 transmission
through swimming pools, while the World Health Organization (WHO) has also identified only a limited risk of
contamination and illness at well‐managed facilities.

Please reach out to us so we can work this out together. We need your leadership on this Governor.

Thank You,

Sara Hoffmann
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Governor, NV Task Force, Department of Business & Industry,

This email is to implore you to reconsider your stance on reclassifying water polo in order to allow Nevada athletes to
pursue the sport they love, safely. You and taskforce leaders have been shown our argument and supporting data for a
safe return to play.

We cannot help but feel that we are not prioritized when it comes to youth sports. Is it because we aren't a
casino? Maybe we don't know the right “people” or political figure? Perhaps we don't have a strong lobby or money to
get noticed. We are, afterall, just a non‐profit sports team. However, we are water polo players with passion and love
for this sport. We pride ourselves in coaching and teaching all levels of play from beginners in splash ball to sending our
high school players to division one collegiate teams.

Sadly, your denial in today's meeting with the Coronavirus Response Director gave us no path to return to play. No
proof to refute that our sport is unsafe has been provided and you are allowing other sports, in the same classification
as water polo, the ability to play games and host tournaments. We are asking for the same consideration and
consistency in the decision making process.

HOW CAN THIS BE APPROVED AND NOT WATER POLO!?! THIS IS HAPPENING NOW IN OUR TOWN. CLICK HERE TO
SEE A PACKED HOUSE AT THE POOL!

Fact ‐ Hockey is having games weekly and it even says on their website (scroll down to 2021 Schedule). I have seen
these games and can send you videos to support my claim. Look at the first sentence on that page. It says MORE
GAMES! Was their approval supposed to be a secret?
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Fact ‐ Department of Business and Industry has approved an application to host a hockey tournament March 19‐
22. How is a sport that is classified as prohibited under current guidelines able to acquire such an approval? They are
even noted here as being classified as high contact sport (second paragraph). Dept of B&I claims the tournament will
not allow "checking" and that is how they were approved. Is that the only contact in hockey? What about
faceoffs? Defense on the puck? Fighting for the puck on the boards? Can they guarantee all that will not happen at this
tournament? And if it does happen, will the event be canceled. Doesn't sound like hockey if they can't do those
things. Rest assured they will.

Fact ‐ You mentioned you can't make an exception for a single sport. This statement is false. You just reclassified
Lacrosse and you are allowing hockey games events without reclassification.

Fact ‐ While I am happy for Lacrosse and Hockey, I have the same passion for my sport as they do. I hope to join them in
their path to return to play.

Please explain to me why you can't approve our request to be able to have contact in our practices and the ability to
have games while others in the Battle Born State of Nevada are?. We are soccer, basketball, football, lacrosse, and
hockey (all approved) DIPPED IN CHLORINE! Chlorine is a disinfectant that kills the virus!

Our view, based on scientific data, is that water polo has been inaccurately classified as a “high risk of transmission”
sport. In fact, since water polo is played in a highly chlorinated environment (which kills the COVID‐19 virus), when
combined with
proper on‐deck protocols, water polo is safe and represents an extremely low risk of transmission.

When playing water polo, faces and bodies are frequently submerged, immediately killing the virus. The positive effects
of chlorine are not just limited to the water. Chlorine gas hovers above the water’s surface acting as an additional
disinfectant. The Centers for Disease Control (CDC) has reported that there is NO evidence of COVID‐19 transmission
through swimming pools, while the World Health Organization (WHO) has also identified only a limited risk of
contamination and illness at well‐managed facilities.

Please reach out to us so we can work this out together. We need your leadership on this Governor.

Thank You,

Sara Hoffmann
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Meagan Werth Ranson
From:
Sent:
Cc:

Sara Hoffmann
Saturday, March 20, 2021 4:16 PM

Subject:

Water polo safety

Follow Up Flag:
Flag Status:

Follow up
Flagged

I am writing to ask you a favor on behalf of my son and the rest of his water polo team. According to Governor Steve
Sisolak, Water polo is currently categorized as a sport “not safe” to play during this covid pandemic. Water polo is
played in a highly chlorinated pool. Since chlorine contains the same chemicals the cdc and the health district urge us to
use, to sanitize surfaces and reduce, if not, prevent the spread of the virus, the absurdity is baffling and extremely
frustrating. I know you are aware of the statistics; kids are the lowest risk group for contacting the virus, yet they are
still being punished through Sisolaks “rules.” Private schools are open, lunch rooms, P.E. classes, group science projects
are all happening without increases in cases. I understand it’s not possible to wear a face covering in the pool, but how
is it different than having a table full of kids eating lunch together in the cafeteria?
The most recent epidemiology suggestions say we can be 3 feet apart, so even pool sidelines and public areas are at less
risk of infection. Many adults and “at risk’ individuals are capable of getting vaccinated and not spreading the virus. If
they choose not to, that is not our children’s, the teams or the facilities fault. The casinos are operating well beyond
Sisolaks 50% capacity rule, and we know it’s impossible to social distance in a packed casino. We are not naive. Please
let our children play their games and practice in the most sanitary “playing field” of all, a chlorinated pool.
Thank you for you time,
Sara Hoffmann
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Meagan Werth Ranson
From:
Sent:
Cc:

Hoffmannsara
Tuesday, March 23, 2021 4:19 PM

Subject:

Still No Equality in Youth Sports-Reclassification of Water Polo

Follow Up Flag:
Flag Status:

Follow up
Flagged

Governor, NV Task Force, Department of Business & Industry,

This email is to implore you to reconsider your stance on reclassifying water polo in order to allow Nevada athletes to
pursue the sport they love, safely. You and taskforce leaders have been shown our argument and supporting data for a
safe return to play.

We cannot help but feel that we are not prioritized when it comes to youth sports. Is it because we aren't a
casino? Maybe we don't know the right “people” or political figure? Perhaps we don't have a strong lobby or money to
get noticed. We are, afterall, just a non‐profit sports team. However, we are water polo players with passion and love
for this sport. We pride ourselves in coaching and teaching all levels of play from beginners in splash ball to sending our
high school players to division one collegiate teams.

Sadly, your denial in today's meeting with the Coronavirus Response Director gave us no path to return to play. No
proof to refute that our sport is unsafe has been provided and you are allowing other sports, in the same classification
as water polo, the ability to play games and host tournaments. We are asking for the same consideration and
consistency in the decision making process.

HOW CAN THIS BE APPROVED AND NOT WATER POLO!?! THIS IS HAPPENING NOW IN OUR TOWN. CLICK HERE TO
SEE A PACKED HOUSE AT THE POOL!

Fact ‐ Hockey is having games weekly and it even says on their website (scroll down to 2021 Schedule). I have seen
these games and can send you videos to support my claim. Look at the first sentence on that page. It says MORE
GAMES! Was their approval supposed to be a secret?
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Fact ‐ Department of Business and Industry has approved an application to host a hockey tournament March 19‐
22. How is a sport that is classified as prohibited under current guidelines able to acquire such an approval? They are
even noted here as being classified as high contact sport (second paragraph). Dept of B&I claims the tournament will
not allow "checking" and that is how they were approved. Is that the only contact in hockey? What about
faceoffs? Defense on the puck? Fighting for the puck on the boards? Can they guarantee all that will not happen at this
tournament? And if it does happen, will the event be canceled. Doesn't sound like hockey if they can't do those
things. Rest assured they will.

Fact ‐ You mentioned you can't make an exception for a single sport. This statement is false. You just reclassified
Lacrosse and you are allowing hockey games events without reclassification.

Fact ‐ While I am happy for Lacrosse and Hockey, I have the same passion for my sport as they do. I hope to join them in
their path to return to play.

Please explain to me why you can't approve our request to be able to have contact in our practices and the ability to
have games while others in the Battle Born State of Nevada are?. We are soccer, basketball, football, lacrosse, and
hockey (all approved) DIPPED IN CHLORINE! Chlorine is a disinfectant that kills the virus!

Our view, based on scientific data, is that water polo has been inaccurately classified as a “high risk of transmission”
sport. In fact, since water polo is played in a highly chlorinated environment (which kills the COVID‐19 virus), when
combined with
proper on‐deck protocols, water polo is safe and represents an extremely low risk of transmission.

When playing water polo, faces and bodies are frequently submerged, immediately killing the virus. The positive effects
of chlorine are not just limited to the water. Chlorine gas hovers above the water’s surface acting as an additional
disinfectant. The Centers for Disease Control (CDC) has reported that there is NO evidence of COVID‐19 transmission
through swimming pools, while the World Health Organization (WHO) has also identified only a limited risk of
contamination and illness at well‐managed facilities.

Please reach out to us so we can work this out together. We need your leadership on this Governor.

Thank You,

Sara Hoffmann
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Meagan Werth Ranson
From:
Sent:
To:

Sara Hoffmann
Tuesday, March 23, 2021 4:20 PM

Subject:

Still No Equality in Youth Sports-Reclassification of Water Polo

Follow Up Flag:
Flag Status:

Follow up
Flagged

Governor, NV Task Force, Department of Business & Industry,

This email is to implore you to reconsider your stance on reclassifying water polo in order to allow Nevada athletes to
pursue the sport they love, safely. You and taskforce leaders have been shown our argument and supporting data for a
safe return to play.

We cannot help but feel that we are not prioritized when it comes to youth sports. Is it because we aren't a
casino? Maybe we don't know the right “people” or political figure? Perhaps we don't have a strong lobby or money to
get noticed. We are, afterall, just a non‐profit sports team. However, we are water polo players with passion and love
for this sport. We pride ourselves in coaching and teaching all levels of play from beginners in splash ball to sending our
high school players to division one collegiate teams.

Sadly, your denial in today's meeting with the Coronavirus Response Director gave us no path to return to play. No
proof to refute that our sport is unsafe has been provided and you are allowing other sports, in the same classification
as water polo, the ability to play games and host tournaments. We are asking for the same consideration and
consistency in the decision making process.

HOW CAN THIS BE APPROVED AND NOT WATER POLO!?! THIS IS HAPPENING NOW IN OUR TOWN. CLICK HERE TO
SEE A PACKED HOUSE AT THE POOL!

Fact ‐ Hockey is having games weekly and it even says on their website (scroll down to 2021 Schedule). I have seen
these games and can send you videos to support my claim. Look at the first sentence on that page. It says MORE
GAMES! Was their approval supposed to be a secret?
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Fact ‐ Department of Business and Industry has approved an application to host a hockey tournament March 19‐
22. How is a sport that is classified as prohibited under current guidelines able to acquire such an approval? They are
even noted here as being classified as high contact sport (second paragraph). Dept of B&I claims the tournament will
not allow "checking" and that is how they were approved. Is that the only contact in hockey? What about
faceoffs? Defense on the puck? Fighting for the puck on the boards? Can they guarantee all that will not happen at this
tournament? And if it does happen, will the event be canceled. Doesn't sound like hockey if they can't do those
things. Rest assured they will.

Fact ‐ You mentioned you can't make an exception for a single sport. This statement is false. You just reclassified
Lacrosse and you are allowing hockey games events without reclassification.

Fact ‐ While I am happy for Lacrosse and Hockey, I have the same passion for my sport as they do. I hope to join them in
their path to return to play.

Please explain to me why you can't approve our request to be able to have contact in our practices and the ability to
have games while others in the Battle Born State of Nevada are?. We are soccer, basketball, football, lacrosse, and
hockey (all approved) DIPPED IN CHLORINE! Chlorine is a disinfectant that kills the virus!

Our view, based on scientific data, is that water polo has been inaccurately classified as a “high risk of transmission”
sport. In fact, since water polo is played in a highly chlorinated environment (which kills the COVID‐19 virus), when
combined with
proper on‐deck protocols, water polo is safe and represents an extremely low risk of transmission.

When playing water polo, faces and bodies are frequently submerged, immediately killing the virus. The positive effects
of chlorine are not just limited to the water. Chlorine gas hovers above the water’s surface acting as an additional
disinfectant. The Centers for Disease Control (CDC) has reported that there is NO evidence of COVID‐19 transmission
through swimming pools, while the World Health Organization (WHO) has also identified only a limited risk of
contamination and illness at well‐managed facilities.

Please reach out to us so we can work this out together. We need your leadership on this Governor.

Thank You,

Sara Hoffmann
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Meagan Werth Ranson
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Scott Hansen
Sunday, March 21, 2021 5:50 AM
Still No Equality in Youth Sports-Reclassification of Water Polo

Governor, NV Task Force, Department of Business & Industry,

This email is to implore you to reconsider your stance on reclassifying water polo in order to allow Nevada athletes to pursue the
sport they love, safely. You and taskforce leaders have been shown our argument and supporting data for a safe return to play.
We cannot help but feel that we are not prioritized when it comes to youth sports. Is it because we aren't a casino? Maybe we
don't know the right “people” or political figure? Perhaps we don't have a strong lobby or money to get noticed. We are, afterall,
just a non-profit sports team. However, we are water polo players with passion and love for this sport. We pride ourselves in
coaching and teaching all levels of play from beginners in splash ball to sending our high school players to division one
collegiate teams.
Sadly, your denial in today's meeting with the Coronavirus Response Director gave us no path to return to play. No proof to
refute that our sport is unsafe has been provided and you are allowing other sports, in the same classification as water polo,
the ability to play games and host tournaments. We are asking for the same consideration and consistency in the decision
making process.

HOW CAN THIS BE APPROVED AND NOT WATER POLO!?! THIS IS HAPPENING NOW IN OUR TOWN. CLICK HERE TO
SEE A PACKED HOUSE AT THE POOL!

Fact - Hockey is having games weekly and it even says on their website (scroll down to 2021 Schedule). I have seen these
games and can send you videos to support my claim. Look at the first sentence on that page. It says MORE GAMES! Was their
approval supposed to be a secret?
Fact - Department of Business and Industry has approved an application to host a hockey tournament March 19-22. How is a
sport that is classified as prohibited under current guidelines able to acquire such an approval? They are even noted here
as being classified as high contact sport (second paragraph). Dept of B&I claims the tournament will not allow "checking" and
that is how they were approved. Is that the only contact in hockey? What about faceoffs? Defense on the puck? Fighting for the
puck on the boards? Can they guarantee all that will not happen at this tournament? And if it does happen, will the event be
canceled. Doesn't sound like hockey if they can't do those things. Rest assured they will.
Fact - You mentioned you can't make an exception for a single sport. This statement is false. You just reclassified Lacrosse and
you are allowing hockey games events without reclassification.
Fact - While I am happy for Lacrosse and Hockey, I have the same passion for my sport as they do. I hope to join them in their
path to return to play.
Please explain to me why you can't approve our request to be able to have contact in our practices and the ability to have
games while others in the Battle Born State of Nevada are?. We are soccer, basketball, football, lacrosse, and hockey (all
approved) DIPPED IN CHLORINE! Chlorine is a disinfectant that kills the virus!
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Our view, based on scientific data, is that water polo has been inaccurately classified as a “high risk of transmission” sport. In
fact, since water polo is played in a highly chlorinated environment (which kills the COVID-19 virus), when combined with
proper on-deck protocols, water polo is safe and represents an extremely low risk of transmission.

When playing water polo, faces and bodies are frequently submerged, immediately killing the virus. The positive effects of
chlorine are not just limited to the water. Chlorine gas hovers above the water’s surface acting as an additional disinfectant. The
Centers for Disease Control (CDC) has reported that there is NO evidence of COVID-19 transmission through swimming pools,
while the World Health Organization (WHO) has also identified only a limited risk of contamination and illness at well-managed
facilities.

Please reach out to us so we can work this out together. We need your leadership on this Governor.

Thank You,

-Scott Hansen
Patent of Athlete
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Meagan Werth Ranson
From:
Sent:
To:

Scott McManigal
Thursday, March 18, 2021 1:03 PM

Subject:

Equality in Youth Sports-Reclassification of Water Polo

Follow Up Flag:
Flag Status:

Follow up
Flagged

Water polo needs your help! Our request to re‐classify water polo has been denied.
You have provided no proof to refute that our sport is unsafe. While at the same time allowing other
sports, in the same classification as water polo, the ability to play games and host tournaments.
We are asking for the same consideration and consistency in the decision making process.
You have allowed hockey, a sport that shares the same classification as water polo to have weekly
games and even host tournaments. All this is advertised on their websites.
We have done everything you have asked and been told NO exceptions can be made unless your sport is
reclassified by the Governor. That statement is false as hockey has been given preferential treatment
either with or without your knowledge.
We ask that you address and answer these questions.
1. How is a sport that shares the same prohibited classification as water polo under current guidelines
able to acquire an approval to host a local tournament? Hockey has been classified by our Governor as
a high contact sport.
2. How is hockey able to advertise they can have games weekly when such is prohibited under current
guidelines.
3. How can water polo acquire the same treatment as hockey
4. Can you claim that we are being treated fairly and with equity.
Our view, based on scientific data, is that water polo has been inaccurately classified as a high risk of
transmission sport. In fact, since water polo is played in a highly chlorinated environment (which kills the
COVID‐19 virus), when combined with proper on‐deck protocols, water polo is safe and represents an
extremely low risk of transmission.
Governor and Task Force, your agenda has made time to allow water parks to open and resort
pools. You have made the effort to increase F&B occupancies. Our city is increasing hotel occupancy
and allowing Spring Breakers to flood our city. This is all great news...PLEASE FIND THE TIME FOR US
TOO! Our athletes see their city returning to normal and see their peers are able to find options to play
1

their sport. Please consider water polo too. We ask that you reconsider your position on the
classification of water polo and immediately approve our request to have our practices return to normal
and the ability to host games .
Thank you for your time.
Sincerely,
Scott McManigal
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Sean Welch
Governor, NV Task Force, Department of Business & Industry,

This email is to implore you to reconsider your stance on reclassifying water polo in order to allow
Nevada athletes to pursue the sport they love, safely. You and taskforce leaders have been shown our
argument and supporting data for a safe return to play.

We cannot help but feel that we are not prioritized when it comes to youth sports. Is it because we
aren't a casino? Maybe we don't know the right “people” or political figure? Perhaps we don't have a
strong lobby or money to get noticed. We are, afterall, just a non-profit sports team. However, we are
water polo players with passion and love for this sport. We pride ourselves in coaching and teaching all
levels of play from beginners in splash ball to sending our high school players to division one collegiate
teams.

Sadly, your denial in today's meeting with the Coronavirus Response Director gave us no path to return
to play. No proof to refute that our sport is unsafe has been provided and you are allowing other
sports, in the same classification as water polo, the ability to play games and host tournaments. We are
asking for the same consideration and consistency in the decision making process.

HOW CAN THIS BE APPROVED AND NOT WATER POLO!?! THIS IS HAPPENING NOW IN OUR
TOWN. CLICK HERE TO SEE A PACKED HOUSE AT THE POOL!

Fact - Hockey is having games weekly and it even says on their website (scroll down to 2021
Schedule). I have seen these games and can send you videos to support my claim. Look at the first
sentence on that page. It says MORE GAMES! Was their approval supposed to be a secret?

Fact - Department of Business and Industry has approved an application to host a hockey tournament
March 19-22. How is a sport that is classified as prohibited under current guidelines able to acquire
such an approval? They are even noted here as being classified as high contact sport (second
paragraph). Dept of B&I claims the tournament will not allow "checking" and that is how they were
approved. Is that the only contact in hockey? What about faceoffs? Defense on the puck? Fighting for
the puck on the boards? Can they guarantee all that will not happen at this tournament? And if it does
happen, will the event be canceled. Doesn't sound like hockey if they can't do those things. Rest
assured they will.

Fact - You mentioned you can't make an exception for a single sport. This statement is false. You just
reclassified Lacrosse and you are allowing hockey games events without reclassification.

Fact - While I am happy for Lacrosse and Hockey, I have the same passion for my sport as they do. I
hope to join them in their path to return to play.

Please explain to me why you can't approve our request to be able to have contact in our practices and
the ability to have games while others in the Battle Born State of Nevada are?. We are soccer,
basketball, football, lacrosse, and hockey (all approved) DIPPED IN CHLORINE! Chlorine is a disinfectant
that kills the virus!

Our view, based on scientific data, is that water polo has been inaccurately classified as a “high risk of
transmission” sport. In fact, since water polo is played in a highly chlorinated environment (which kills
the COVID-19 virus), when combined with
proper on-deck protocols, water polo is safe and represents an extremely low risk of transmission.

When playing water polo, faces and bodies are frequently submerged, immediately killing the virus. The
positive effects of chlorine are not just limited to the water. Chlorine gas hovers above the water’s
surface acting as an additional disinfectant. The Centers for Disease Control (CDC) has reported that
there is NO evidence of COVID-19 transmission through swimming pools, while the World Health
Organization (WHO) has also identified only a limited risk of contamination and illness at well-managed
facilities.

Please reach out to us so we can work this out together. We need your leadership on this Governor.

Thank You,

Sean Welch
Governor, NV Task Force, Department of Business & Industry,

This email is to implore you to reconsider your stance on reclassifying water polo in order to allow
Nevada athletes to pursue the sport they love, safely. You and taskforce leaders have been shown our
argument and supporting data for a safe return to play.

We cannot help but feel that we are not prioritized when it comes to youth sports. Is it because we
aren't a casino? Maybe we don't know the right “people” or political figure? Perhaps we don't have a
strong lobby or money to get noticed. We are, afterall, just a non-profit sports team. However, we are
water polo players with passion and love for this sport. We pride ourselves in coaching and teaching all
levels of play from beginners in splash ball to sending our high school players to division one collegiate
teams.

Sadly, your denial in today's meeting with the Coronavirus Response Director gave us no path to return
to play. No proof to refute that our sport is unsafe has been provided and you are allowing other
sports, in the same classification as water polo, the ability to play games and host tournaments. We are
asking for the same consideration and consistency in the decision making process.

HOW CAN THIS BE APPROVED AND NOT WATER POLO!?! THIS IS HAPPENING NOW IN OUR
TOWN. CLICK HERE TO SEE A PACKED HOUSE AT THE POOL!

Fact - Hockey is having games weekly and it even says on their website (scroll down to 2021
Schedule). I have seen these games and can send you videos to support my claim. Look at the first
sentence on that page. It says MORE GAMES! Was their approval supposed to be a secret?

Fact - Department of Business and Industry has approved an application to host a hockey tournament
March 19-22. How is a sport that is classified as prohibited under current guidelines able to acquire
such an approval? They are even noted here as being classified as high contact sport (second
paragraph). Dept of B&I claims the tournament will not allow "checking" and that is how they were
approved. Is that the only contact in hockey? What about faceoffs? Defense on the puck? Fighting for
the puck on the boards? Can they guarantee all that will not happen at this tournament? And if it does
happen, will the event be canceled. Doesn't sound like hockey if they can't do those things. Rest
assured they will.

Fact - You mentioned you can't make an exception for a single sport. This statement is false. You just
reclassified Lacrosse and you are allowing hockey games events without reclassification.

Fact - While I am happy for Lacrosse and Hockey, I have the same passion for my sport as they do. I
hope to join them in their path to return to play.

Please explain to me why you can't approve our request to be able to have contact in our practices and
the ability to have games while others in the Battle Born State of Nevada are?. We are soccer,
basketball, football, lacrosse, and hockey (all approved) DIPPED IN CHLORINE! Chlorine is a disinfectant
that kills the virus!

Our view, based on scientific data, is that water polo has been inaccurately classified as a “high risk of
transmission” sport. In fact, since water polo is played in a highly chlorinated environment (which kills
the COVID-19 virus), when combined with
proper on-deck protocols, water polo is safe and represents an extremely low risk of transmission.

When playing water polo, faces and bodies are frequently submerged, immediately killing the virus. The
positive effects of chlorine are not just limited to the water. Chlorine gas hovers above the water’s
surface acting as an additional disinfectant. The Centers for Disease Control (CDC) has reported that
there is NO evidence of COVID-19 transmission through swimming pools, while the World Health
Organization (WHO) has also identified only a limited risk of contamination and illness at well-managed
facilities.

Please reach out to us so we can work this out together. We need your leadership on this Governor.

Thank You,

Meagan Werth Ranson
From:
Sent:
To:

Shane Topping
Monday, March 22, 2021 8:57 AM

Subject:

Still No Equality in Youth Sports-Reclassification of Water Polo

Follow Up Flag:
Flag Status:

Follow up
Flagged

Governor, NV Task Force, Department of Business & Industry,
This email is to implore you to reconsider your stance on reclassifying water polo in order to allow Nevada
athletes to pursue the sport they love, safely. You and taskforce leaders have been shown our argument and
supporting data for a safe return to play.
We cannot help but feel that we are not prioritized when it comes to youth sports. Is it because we aren't a
casino? Maybe we don't know the right “people” or political figure? Perhaps we don't have a strong lobby or money
to get noticed. We are, afterall, just a non-profit sports team. However, we are water polo players with passion and
love for this sport. We pride ourselves in coaching and teaching all levels of play from beginners in splash ball to
sending our high school players to division one collegiate teams.
Sadly, your denial in today's meeting with the Coronavirus Response Director gave us no path to return to play. No
proof to refute that our sport is unsafe has been provided and you are allowing other sports, in the same
classification as water polo, the ability to play games and host tournaments. We are asking for the same
consideration and consistency in the decision making process.
HOW CAN THIS BE APPROVED AND NOT WATER POLO!?! THIS IS HAPPENING NOW IN OUR TOWN. CLICK HERE
TO SEE A PACKED HOUSE AT THE POOL!
Fact - Hockey is having games weekly and it even says on their website (scroll down to 2021 Schedule). I have
seen these games and can send you videos to support my claim. Look at the first sentence on that page. It says
MORE GAMES! Was their approval supposed to be a secret?
Fact - Department of Business and Industry has approved an application to host a hockey tournament March 1922. How is a sport that is classified as prohibited under current guidelines able to acquire such an
approval? They are even noted here as being classified as high contact sport (second paragraph). Dept of B&I claims
the tournament will not allow "checking" and that is how they were approved. Is that the only contact in
hockey? What about faceoffs? Defense on the puck? Fighting for the puck on the boards? Can they guarantee all
that will not happen at this tournament? And if it does happen, will the event be canceled. Doesn't sound like
hockey if they can't do those things. Rest assured they will.
Fact - You mentioned you can't make an exception for a single sport. This statement is false. You just reclassified
Lacrosse and you are allowing hockey games events without reclassification.
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Fact - While I am happy for Lacrosse and Hockey, I have the same passion for my sport as they do. I hope to join
them in their path to return to play.
Please explain to me why you can't approve our request to be able to have contact in our practices and the ability to
have games while others in the Battle Born State of Nevada are?. WHY are soccer, basketball, football, lacrosse,
and hockey (all approved) DIPPED IN CHLORINE! Chlorine is a disinfectant that kills the virus!
Our view, based on scientific data, is that water polo has been inaccurately classified as a “high risk of transmission”
sport. In fact, since water polo is played in a highly chlorinated environment (which kills the COVID-19 virus), when
combined with
proper on-deck protocols, water polo is safe and represents an extremely low risk of transmission.
When playing water polo, faces and bodies are frequently submerged, immediately killing the virus. The positive
effects of chlorine are not just limited to the water. Chlorine gas hovers above the water’s surface acting as an
additional disinfectant. The Centers for Disease Control (CDC) has reported that there is NO evidence of COVID-19
transmission through swimming pools, while the World Health Organization (WHO) has also identified only a limited
risk of contamination and illness at well-managed facilities.
Please reach out to us so we can work this out together. We need your leadership on this Governor.
Thank You,
LET THEM PLAY. THIS IS COMMON SENSE. Chlorine kills COVID! Do the right thing for youth sports.
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Meagan Werth Ranson
From:
Sent:
To:

Shirley DeFrancisci
Sunday, March 21, 2021 11:06 PM

Subject:

Still No Equality in Youth Sports-Reclassification of Water Polo

Follow Up Flag:
Flag Status:

Follow up
Flagged

Governor, NV Task Force, Department of Business & Industry,
This email is to implore you to reconsider your stance on reclassifying water polo in order to allow Nevada
athletes to pursue the sport they love, safely. You and taskforce leaders have been shown our argument and
supporting data for a safe return to play.
We cannot help but feel that we are not prioritized when it comes to youth sports. Is it because we aren't a
casino? Maybe we don't know the right “people” or political figure? Perhaps we don't have a strong lobby or money
to get noticed. We are, afterall, just a non-profit sports team. However, we are water polo players with passion and
love for this sport. We pride ourselves in coaching and teaching all levels of play from beginners in splash ball to
sending our high school players to division one collegiate teams.
Sadly, your denial in today's meeting with the Coronavirus Response Director gave us no path to return to play. No
proof to refute that our sport is unsafe has been provided and you are allowing other sports, in the same
classification as water polo, the ability to play games and host tournaments. We are asking for the same
consideration and consistency in the decision making process.
HOW CAN THIS BE APPROVED AND NOT WATER POLO!?! THIS IS HAPPENING NOW IN OUR
TOWN. CLICK HERE TO SEE A PACKED HOUSE AT THE POOL!
Fact - Hockey is having games weekly and it even says on their website (scroll down to 2021 Schedule). I have
seen these games and can send you videos to support my claim. Look at the first sentence on that page. It says
MORE GAMES! Was their approval supposed to be a secret?
Fact - Department of Business and Industry has approved an application to host a hockey tournament March 1922. How is a sport that is classified as prohibited under current guidelines able to acquire such an
approval? They are even noted here as being classified as high contact sport (second paragraph). Dept of B&I
claims the tournament will not allow "checking" and that is how they were approved. Is that the only contact in
hockey? What about faceoffs? Defense on the puck? Fighting for the puck on the boards? Can they guarantee all
that will not happen at this tournament? And if it does happen, will the event be canceled. Doesn't sound like
hockey if they can't do those things. Rest assured they will.
Fact - You mentioned you can't make an exception for a single sport. This statement is false. You just reclassified
Lacrosse and you are allowing hockey games events without reclassification.
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Fact - While I am happy for Lacrosse and Hockey, I have the same passion for my sport as they do. I hope to join
them in their path to return to play.
Please explain to me why you can't approve our request to be able to have contact in our practices and the ability to
have games while others in the Battle Born State of Nevada are?. We are soccer, basketball, football, lacrosse, and
hockey (all approved) DIPPED IN CHLORINE! Chlorine is a disinfectant that kills the virus!
Our view, based on scientific data, is that water polo has been inaccurately classified as a “high risk of transmission”
sport. In fact, since water polo is played in a highly chlorinated environment (which kills the COVID-19 virus), when
combined with
proper on-deck protocols, water polo is safe and represents an extremely low risk of transmission.
When playing water polo, faces and bodies are frequently submerged, immediately killing the virus. The positive
effects of chlorine are not just limited to the water. Chlorine gas hovers above the water’s surface acting as an
additional disinfectant. The Centers for Disease Control (CDC) has reported that there is NO evidence of COVID-19
transmission through swimming pools, while the World Health Organization (WHO) has also identified only a limited
risk of contamination and illness at well-managed facilities.
Please reach out to us so we can work this out together. We need your leadership on this Governor.
Thank You,
Shirley DeFrancisci
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Meagan Werth Ranson
From:
Sent:
To:

Stacey Ogo
Sunday, March 21, 2021 4:29 PM

Subject:

Equality in Youth Sports-Reclassification of Water Polo

Follow Up Flag:
Flag Status:

Follow up
Flagged

Water polo needs your help! Our request to re-classify water polo has been denied.
You have provided no proof to refute that our sport is unsafe. While at the same time allowing other sports, in the
same classification as water polo, the ability to play games and host tournaments.
We are asking for the same consideration and consistency in the decision making process.
You have allowed hockey, a sport that shares the same classification as water polo to have weekly games and even host
tournaments. All this is advertised on their websites.
We have done everything you have asked and been told NO exceptions can be made unless your sport is reclassified by
the Governor. That statement is false as hockey has been given preferential treatment either with or without your
knowledge.
We ask that you address and answer these questions.
1. How is a sport that shares the same prohibited classification as water polo under current guidelines able to acquire
an approval to host a local tournament? Hockey has been classified by our Governor as a high contact sport.
2. How is hockey able to advertise they can have games weekly when such is prohibited under current guidelines.
3. How can water polo acquire the same treatment as hockey
4. Can you claim that we are being treated fairly and with equity.
Our view, based on scientific data, is that water polo has been inaccurately classified as a high risk of transmission
sport. In fact, since water polo is played in a highly chlorinated environment (which kills the COVID-19 virus), when
combined with proper on-deck protocols, water polo is safe and represents an extremely low risk of transmission.
Governor and Task Force, your agenda has made time to allow water parks to open and resort pools. You have made
the effort to increase F&B occupancies. Our city is increasing hotel occupancy and allowing Spring Breakers to flood our
city. This is all great news...PLEASE FIND THE TIME FOR US TOO! Our athletes see their city returning to normal and see
their peers are able to find options to play their sport. Please consider water polo too. We ask that you reconsider your
position on the classification of water polo and immediately approve our request to have our practices return to normal
and the ability to host games .
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Thank you for your time.
Thank You,
Stacey Ogo-Jurisic
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Dear Whom this May Concern,

I am curious to ask what City of Henderson and Clark County's plan to get basketball hoops
back up at parks is?
I understand that the only thing stopping basketball hoops from returning to parks is that players
are not allowed to come in contact with each other.
5.

Contaa spom, mcluding without limitation, martial arts, basketball, wrestling, nnd
boxing may only be offered in a manner where participants do oot physically
comaa other participants, or u:tivitics that require participants 10 perfonn within
six feet of each other.

(Per Section 14 of Directive 41)
But if this can be ensured then basketball hoops are allowed up.

All the City of Henderson has to do is put signs up around the court warning players to keep
proper social distance, bring your own equipment, & not engage in games/contact with other
players. That is what Northern Nevada & the City of Las Vegas do, which is why they are
allowed to have hoops up.
That is literally all you CAN do and it is what the City of Las Vegas and all of Northern Nevada
are doing.
So far there has been zero issues.

Having basketball hoops down causes more harm than good. I have witnessed this first hand...
The basketball court has also been a place where I go to, to ease my mind. It is a safe haven for
me (and many others) which allows me (and many others) to express myself and take my mind
off of everything that is happening in this crazy world. It is a coping mechanism and helps me
find light in the darkness.
Unfortunately, that freedom has been stripped from me and for many others in the city. We are
forced to watch other sports play, while we are stuck staring at empty backboards.
It hurts even more to know that if you take a 45 minute drive to Las Vegas or fly out to Northern
Nevada, there are areas where people have this freedom. Yet the City of Henderson, shows no
remorse in helping its citizens and makes no conscious effort to help out ALL of their
community.

Meagan Werth Ranson
From:
Sent:
To:

Tom Norheim
Friday, March 19, 2021 12:23 PM

Subject:

Club Water Polo

Follow Up Flag:
Flag Status:

Follow up
Flagged

Recently, you have opened up hospitality (Casinos, hotels, etc) to 50% or a max of 250 yet Club Water polo is not
allowed? 14 kids in a chlorinated pool vs 250 adults whom you know will not practice safe distance, especially if
alcohol is consumed. Then again, that means tax revenue. Can’t get in the way of money. Safety protocols are easy to
follow on a pool deck and Club officials will be OCD on the behavior for fear of shutting down. Please reconsider this
thought process on this action

Best Regards,
Tom Norheim
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OF THIS COMMUNICATION BY SOMEONE OTHER THAN THE INTENDED RECIPIENT IS STRICTLY PROHIBITED. IF YOUR RECEIPT OF THIS
COMMUNICATION IS IN ERROR, PLEASE NOTIFY THE SENDER AND DELETE THIS COMMUNICATION.
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Meagan Werth Ranson
From:
Sent:
To:

tom oneill
Monday, March 22, 2021 8:37 AM

Subject:

Still No Equality in Youth Sports-Reclassification of Water Polo

Follow Up Flag:
Flag Status:

Follow up
Flagged

Governor, NV Task Force, Department of Business & Industry,
This email is to implore you to reconsider your stance on reclassifying water polo in order to allow
Nevada athletes to pursue the sport they love, safely. You and taskforce leaders have been shown
our argument and supporting data for a safe return to play.
We cannot help but feel that we are not prioritized when it comes to youth sports. Is it because we
aren't a casino? Maybe we don't know the right “people” or political figure? Perhaps we don't have a
strong lobby or money to get noticed. We are, afterall, just a non-profit sports team. However, we
are water polo players with passion and love for this sport. We pride ourselves in coaching and
teaching all levels of play from beginners in splash ball to sending our high school players to division
one collegiate teams.
Sadly, your denial in today's meeting with the Coronavirus Response Director gave us no path to
return to play. No proof to refute that our sport is unsafe has been provided and you are
allowing other sports, in the same classification as water polo, the ability to play games and host
tournaments. We are asking for the same consideration and consistency in the decision making
process.
HOW CAN THIS BE APPROVED AND NOT WATER POLO!?! THIS IS HAPPENING NOW IN OUR
TOWN. CLICK HERE TO SEE A PACKED HOUSE AT THE POOL!
Fact - Hockey is having games weekly and it even says on their website (scroll down to 2021
Schedule). I have seen these games and can send you videos to support my claim. Look at the first
sentence on that page. It says MORE GAMES! Was their approval supposed to be a secret?
Fact - Department of Business and Industry has approved an application to host a hockey tournament
March 19-22. How is a sport that is classified as prohibited under current guidelines able to
acquire such an approval? They are even noted here as being classified as high contact sport
(second paragraph). Dept of B&I claims the tournament will not allow "checking" and that is how they
were approved. Is that the only contact in hockey? What about faceoffs? Defense on the
puck? Fighting for the puck on the boards? Can they guarantee all that will not happen at this
tournament? And if it does happen, will the event be canceled. Doesn't sound like hockey if they
can't do those things. Rest assured they will.
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Fact - You mentioned you can't make an exception for a single sport. This statement is false. You
just reclassified Lacrosse and you are allowing hockey games events without reclassification.
Fact - While I am happy for Lacrosse and Hockey, I have the same passion for my sport as they do. I
hope to join them in their path to return to play.
Please explain to me why you can't approve our request to be able to have contact in our practices
and the ability to have games while others in the Battle Born State of Nevada are?. We are soccer,
basketball, football, lacrosse, and hockey (all approved) DIPPED IN CHLORINE! Chlorine is a
disinfectant that kills the virus!
Our view, based on scientific data, is that water polo has been inaccurately classified as a “high risk
of transmission” sport. In fact, since water polo is played in a highly chlorinated environment (which
kills the COVID-19 virus), when combined with
proper on-deck protocols, water polo is safe and represents an extremely low risk of transmission.
When playing water polo, faces and bodies are frequently submerged, immediately killing the virus.
The positive effects of chlorine are not just limited to the water. Chlorine gas hovers above the water’s
surface acting as an additional disinfectant. The Centers for Disease Control (CDC) has reported that
there is NO evidence of COVID-19 transmission through swimming pools, while the World Health
Organization (WHO) has also identified only a limited risk of contamination and illness at wellmanaged facilities.
Please reach out to us so we can work this out together. We need your leadership on this Governor.
Thank You,
Mark St. John
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Meagan Werth Ranson
From:
Sent:
To:

Valenzuela, Veronica
Friday, March 19, 2021 8:32 AM

Subject:

Equality in Youth Sports-Reclassification of Water Polo
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Flagged

Water polo needs your help! Our request to re‐classify water polo has been denied.
You have provided no proof to refute that our sport is unsafe. While at the same time allowing other sports, in the same
classification as water polo, the ability to play games and host tournaments.
We are asking for the same consideration and consistency in the decision making process.
You have allowed hockey, a sport that shares the same classification as water polo to have weekly games and even host
tournaments. All this is advertised on their websites.
We have done everything you have asked and been told NO exceptions can be made unless your sport is reclassified by
the Governor. That statement is false as hockey has been given preferential treatment either with or without your
knowledge.
We ask that you address and answer these questions.
1. How is a sport that shares the same prohibited classification as water polo under current guidelines able to acquire an
approval to host a local tournament? Hockey has been classified by our Governor as a high contact sport.
2. How is hockey able to advertise they can have games weekly when such is prohibited under current guidelines.
3. How can water polo acquire the same treatment as hockey
4. Can you claim that we are being treated fairly and with equity.
Our view, based on scientific data, is that water polo has been inaccurately classified as a high risk of transmission sport.
In fact, since water polo is played in a highly chlorinated environment (which kills the COVID‐19 virus), when combined
with proper on‐deck protocols, water polo is safe and represents an extremely low risk of transmission.
Governor and Task Force, your agenda has made time to allow water parks to open and resort pools. You have made
the effort to increase F&B occupancies. Our city is increasing hotel occupancy and allowing Spring Breakers to flood our
city. This is all great news...PLEASE FIND THE TIME FOR US TOO! Our athletes see their city returning to normal and see
their peers are able to find options to play their sport. Please consider water polo too. We ask that you reconsider your
position on the classification of water polo and immediately approve our request to have our practices return to normal
and the ability to host games .
Thank you for your time.
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Thank You,
You're name

Thanks!
Veronica Valenzuela
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Meagan Werth Ranson
From:
Sent:
To:

William Heindl
Thursday, March 18, 2021 8:45 PM

Subject:

Water Polo

Follow Up Flag:
Flag Status:

Follow up
Flagged

Water polo needs your help! Our request to re‐classify water polo has been denied.
You have provided no proof to refute that our sport is safe. While at the same time allowing other sports, in
the same classification as water polo, the ability to play games and host tournaments.
We are asking for the same consideration and consistency in the decision making process.
You have allowed hockey, a sport that shares the same classification as water polo to have weekly games and
even host tournaments. All this is advertised on their websites.
We have done everything you have asked and been told NO exceptions can be made unless your sport is
reclassified by the Governor. That statement is false as hockey has been given preferential treatment either
with or without your knowledge.
We ask that you address and answer these questions.
1. How is a sport that shares the same prohibited classification as water polo under current guidelines able to
acquire an approval to host a local tournament? Hockey has been classified by our Governor as a high contact
sport.
2. How is hockey able to advertise they can have games weekly when such is prohibited under current
guidelines.
3. How can water polo acquire the same treatment as hockey
4. Can you claim that we are being treated fairly and with equity.
Our view, based on scientific data, is that water polo has been inaccurately classified as a high risk of
transmission sport. In fact, since water polo is played in a highly chlorinated environment (which kills the
COVID‐19 virus), when combined with proper on‐deck protocols, water polo is safe and represents an
extremely low risk of transmission.
Governor and Task Force, your agenda has made time to allow water parks to open and resort pools. You
have made the effort to increase F&B occupancies. Our city is increasing hotel occupancy and allowing Spring
1

Breakers to flood our city. This is all great news...PLEASE FIND THE TIME FOR US TOO! Our athletes see their
city returning to normal and see their peers are able to find options to play their sport. Please consider water
polo too. We ask that you reconsider your position on the classification of water polo and
immediately approve our request to have our practices return to normal and the ability to host games .
Thank you for your time.
Seaside Water Polo
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Meagan Werth Ranson
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Follow Up Flag:
Flag Status:

Thursday, March 18, 2021 9:56 PM
Fwd: Water Polo
Follow up
Flagged

Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone
Get Outlook for Android
From: William Heindl
Sent: Thursday, March 18, 2021 8:44:45 PM
To:
Subject: Water Polo

Water polo needs your help! Our request to re‐classify water polo has been denied.
You have provided no proof to refute that our sport is safe. While at the same time allowing other sports, in
the same classification as water polo, the ability to play games and host tournaments.
We are asking for the same consideration and consistency in the decision making process.
You have allowed hockey, a sport that shares the same classification as water polo to have weekly games
and even host tournaments. All this is advertised on their websites.
We have done everything you have asked and been told NO exceptions can be made unless your sport is
reclassified by the Governor. That statement is false as hockey has been given preferential treatment either
with or without your knowledge.
We ask that you address and answer these questions.

1. How is a sport that shares the same prohibited classification as water polo under current guidelines able to
acquire an approval to host a local tournament? Hockey has been classified by our Governor as a high contact
sport.
2. How is hockey able to advertise they can have games weekly when such is prohibited under current
guidelines.
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3. How can water polo acquire the same treatment as hockey
4. Can you claim that we are being treated fairly and with equity.
Our view, based on scientific data, is that water polo has been inaccurately classified as a high risk of
transmission sport. In fact, since water polo is played in a highly chlorinated environment (which kills the
COVID‐19 virus), when combined with proper on‐deck protocols, water polo is safe and represents an
extremely low risk of transmission.
Governor and Task Force, your agenda has made time to allow water parks to open and resort pools. You
have made the effort to increase F&B occupancies. Our city is increasing hotel occupancy and allowing Spring
Breakers to flood our city. This is all great news...PLEASE FIND THE TIME FOR US TOO! Our athletes see their
city returning to normal and see their peers are able to find options to play their sport. Please consider water
polo too. We ask that you reconsider your position on the classification of water polo and
immediately approve our request to have our practices return to normal and the ability to host games .
Thank you for your time.
Seaside Water Polo
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Meagan Werth Ranson
From:
Sent:
To:

Lori.mcclaskey
Monday, March 29, 2021 4:09 PM

Subject:

Water Polo Return to Play

To whom it may concern,
I am writing to request a return to play for a water polo in the state of Nevada.
Water polo should not be considered a high‐risk sport. There is much evidence to show that playing a sport, bathed in
chlorine, including the chlorine gas vapors, makes water polo a very low risk sport. From all the data that I have seen,
there is no evidence of any transmission occurring during water polo, including in any of the numerous tournaments
that have been played in other states.
I am told that hockey has returned to play, which is wonderful, but not water polo?
Water polo is being treated unequally and youth and young adults who play are suffering unnecessarily. Not only are
they suffering because they are not allowed to participate in the sport that they love, as a healthy outlet which is SO
needed for them, but they are also at a disadvantage in their skill development and in college placement, because teams
in other states are playing.
Please reconsider your position on the classification of water polo and immediately approve their request to have
practices return to normal along with the ability to host games.
Thank you,
Lori McClaskey
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