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Meeting Minutes 
COVID-19 Mitigation and Mangement Task Force 
 
 

Attendance 

DATE March 18, 2021 

TIME 10:00 A.M. 

METHOD Video-Teleconference 

RECORDER Tanya Benitez/Meagan Werth Ranson 

Task Force Voting Member Attendance 

Member Name Present 

Caleb Cage X 

Richard Whitley X 

Terry Reynolds X 

Jaime Black X 

David Fogerson X 

Felicia Gonzales X 

Brett Compston X 

Meagan Werth Ranson X 

Chris Lake X 

Dagny Stapleton X 

Wesley Harper X 

Mark Pandori X 

Task Force Non-Voting Member Attendance 

Kyra Morgan X 

Lisa Sherych X 

Julia Peek ABS 

Melissa Peek-Bullock X 

Malinda Southard X 

Lesley Mohlenkamp X 

Samantha Ladich X 
 

 
 

1. Call to Order and Roll Call  
 

Chair Caleb Cage, Governor’s Office (GO), called the meeting to order. Roll call was performed by Meagan Werth 
Ranson, GO. Quorum was established for the meeting.  

 

2. Public Comment  
 

Chair Cage opened the discussion for public comment in all venues. Written public comment is attached.  
 
Nick Baba provided the following public comment, “Thank you, I also spoke yesterday., I am just reiterating the 
fact that Water Polo, the sport of Water Polo, is played in a chlorinated environment, chlorine vapors above 
the water, kids’ faces in the water. California has opened up to allowing full contact just last week. We are just 
asking that there could be at least a test event allowed to happen in Water Polo not this weekend but the next 
he City of Henderson, following the same protocols as has been followed for five weekends in Utah, like literally 
89 miles away safely operated. They are testing before they go and testing the day of or the day before the 
event. There is virtually nobody with the positive test. You would have to have to false negatives and be 
asymptomatic in order to have COVID. Which is virtually impossible. These young athletes see 



 APPROVED MINUTES – Approval at the April 1, 2021 Meeting 
 

2 
 

professional athletes getting tested and allowed to compete and they just do not understand why they cannot 
be allowed to do the same thing. Yesterday, I made a solution for somebody from the Task Force or the Health 
Department. We will pay for your test to come and evaluate, to just approve an even next weekend 
provisionally, and to show how we can do it safely. There are other sports in the same tier that have been 
allowed by exception to play tournaments without this testing protocol.  I do not know what other protocols 
they are doing, but they are not testing.  I just want you to give Water Polo fair consideration. Thank you very 
much.” 

   
Tony Lane provided the following public comment, “Former running Rebel, actually future Congressman of 
District 4, and I did not hear the previous comments from some of the speakers, but one of the things I want to 
attest to is that when you take away youth sports, you have children that use these coaches as an extension of 
the family. Remember the nuclear family is one thing they are already trying to dissolve. Taking away youth 
sports, tyranny following orders, not trusting the science, because the science has been explained depending 
on what scientist you are listening to. That is what they are doing but scientists and science have proven that 
with youth sports and children. These numbers are not astronomical or causing any major factor at all, obesity, 
and depression. Once again, mental being introduced to drugs, awareness, not being able to be out there with 
coaches, who take the voices from the parents. Who administer that voice into the youth, to help be an 
extension of the church to where a lot of that has been absent, and you mean to tell me that we are going to 
still continue to let these children in Las Vegas, where we are 48th and 49th consistently in education? You can 
hear it in my voice. The suicide rate amongst the youngsters and the pandemic has been a disaster. Are we not 
leading the Nation and we are still playing yo-yo with youth sports, to let the kid’s children come out, get some 
energy, release give the parents a break? We have to truly understand what is going on here and what we are 
caring about, that is all I have to say.”  
  
Max Taylor provided the following public comment, “I am currently a coach at Whittier College for men’s and 
women’s Water Polo and Lakewood High School Boys and Girls Water Polo. I am a Team Vegas Water Polo 
Alum. We have been doing full contact full season here in California for over five weeks now, the kids and I 
coach in the More League, and we have had zero transmissions. We have been testing. These kids need to be 
playing. These kids need to be back. Like Nick Baba said, they play in a chlorinated pool which has chemicals in 
it. Obviously, that kills COVID-19 virus, also with safe protocols that are being followed on the pool deck. We 
are following those same protocols here in California, the kids have their masks on all the way up until they get 
into the pool. They are socially distanced, the coaches all have masks on, I am fully vaccinated a lot of the 
coaches are fully vaccinated. I mean the kids need to be playing and I know the mental health effects that it has 
on these kids because I have seen it in my own athletes, and I have seen it in myself. Hockey and Lacrosse, like 
all this other high contact sports with higher transmission rates, are getting opportunities to play and 
opportunities to compete and I just believe Water Polo deserves that same treatment and that is all I have to 
say.”  
  
 Lisa McCarroll provided the following public comment. “I am a parent. I have two Juniors in high school a boy 
and a girl. They both Water Polo players and I want to say, please let them play. I mean they have been playing 
a little bit and they had a short season here in Southern California. Let them play it has been too long.  It has 
been really kind of cruel. They were looking forward to their High School sports athletics and then all this 
happened. It is just time for them to get in the water, enjoy their sports, and y get ready for College. It is just 
exciting for them, they need it, and there haven’t been any problems. Please let them play. Thank you.”  
   
Joe Osmond provided the following public comment, “I am also a parent and I have two kids. They also enjoy 
sport a lot and keeping that away from them is unhealthy like everybody’s heard. I mean they are going back 
to school. They are back at school even during the high peak of everything, kids were still going to the stores 
because we are still doing everything. Please, let them open up Basketball Gyms let them play Basketball, let 
them go to Water Polo let us start motivating these kids to get back to normal life please. I played sport all my 
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life and it kept me out of trouble. This keeps kids out of trouble. Getting them in the gym playing Basketball. 
Open up youth Basketball they enjoy it. They want to mingle with their friends. They interact with their friends 
with their coaches like the other gentlemen said it is another family for them let them spend that 
time interacting getting to know their coach their new friend., Just being in that 60 minutes of active lifestyle 
everyday let us get these kids back somehow please. Thank you so much for giving me the opportunity.”  
  
Nancy Bonnell provided the following public comment, “I am actually a Southern California Water Polo 
Volleyball parent and I wanted to call in and share our experience. Obviously, California has been very 
conservative in their return to play with youth sports. We have been playing Water Polo now, we finished our 
High School season, and prior to that we have been practicing. The transmission that we have experienced has 
been nonexistent. My daughter plays club, she also plays privately with an academy team, she also plays with 
her high School team, so we have had a vast amount of experience playing both in tournaments, high school 
and just locally with practices. These kids follow protocols, they are so thankful to be back in the pool and doing 
what they love that they wear their masks, they do their tests, they listen to their coaches, and they social 
distance when they are outside of the pool. Give them the opportunity California has, it has been a success. 
USA Water Polo has returned to training for a considerable amount of time. They have published their studies 
on the risk of transmission. Other Olympians within the sport of Water Polo, Tony Acevedo being one of them, 
has also shown through his academy trainings and stuff that they have published how safe Water Polo is for 
kids. We are just asking that you listen to that. We are not asking for a judgment call or an emotional decision. 
We really are saying look at the science, look at the personal experiences, look at the information that has been 
put out by reputable individuals and reputable organizations and base that decision on that logic. Obviously, 
parents are emotional, we want to see our kids back in the water.”  
  
Brad Piercy provided the following public comment, “My name is Brad Piercy. I am the Aquatics Director in Salt 
Lake City, Utah area. We have just wanted to share our experiences here with Water Polo. We have been playing 
full contact Water Polo in Utah all along since August. We have had fall leagues and multiple tournaments both 
in Salt Lake and in St. George, and I can tell you that it is the community as a whole is very supportive of wearing 
masks and we have really had no pushback or mass or any of the protocols that we have put in 
place throughout. Everyone’s been very supportive of it to make sure that they can play. They just want to 
play and to be able to continue. They are willing to jump through any hoops, and we have, really over our course 
of the fall in the tournaments, we have had tournaments with teams from California and all over the West 
and we have really seen very little, if any, spread. y It is a safer environment than most environments for sports 
because of the chlorinated water. Just in my years of experience with a managing swimming pools and being 
around the sport of Water Polo, we have found it to be a very safe compared to a lot of sports and safe overall. 
The benefits are obvious. There is a risk analysis, but the benefits are so important for the kids. e We run the 
tournaments, we see the kids play, you can see it change in their face that their how they are, how they are 
mentally after they have participated makes a huge difference. We all want to keep everyone as safe as 
possible. We are doing a lot of things without spectators or minimum spectators depending on the size of a 
facility so there is a lot of thing in that can be done to minimize and if not eliminate the high risk of spread.  I 
just want to share our experiences there. Thank you for your time.”   
  
Eric Bauman provided the following public comment, “Thank you for your time. I just wanted to make note 
regarding sports, specially, Basketball. On February 2nd of this year, the National Federation of High School 
removed its tier system based on recommendations for their medical and advisory committee. This data is 
from across the country and yet still in Nevada, we have a tiered system. According to their data, social 
contact is the problem, and it does not occur during sports. There is no transmission during sport 
participation and yet we are the only State in the Continental United States not allowing Basketball. I know a 
lot of people have touched on those mental aspects, but there is also a financial burden on families that are 
traveling to our neighboring states, California, Utah, and Arizona to play Basketball and other sports. The other 
part is all these kids are losing an opportunity for scholarships money to go to school. They have lost a whole 
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entire year and were just asking that Basketball specially gets the same consideration as very similar sports. 
Soccer and now Lacrosse are minimal contact sport, again we are still using the same tier system that has been 
debunked for almost two months. Thank you for your time.” 

  
Eric Benson provided the following public comment, “Hi I am a coach and referee. My club has been to three 
tournaments out in Utah. We have had to test multiple times to attend these tournaments. A couple of times, 
kids have tested positive in the preliminary test, so they did not travel to the tournaments. The studies that 
have come out, that that I have read, have shown that humidity is related to transmission. The humid air right 
above the surface of the water, where the kids are breathing, kind of is able to trap the particles and bring it 
down to a chlorine bath where the virus will be killed. More importantly, I would just like to leave with the 
thought of self-worth. The kids are only 15, 16, and 17 years old and they only know the world they have been 
in. They only know the athletics that they have seen and so many of the kids tie their athletic accomplishments 
to their self-worth. Then when these opportunities to play occur and have these athletic markers in their life is 
taken away, the kids just in my club in particular, struggle with their self-worth. These tournaments can really 
help the mental wellbeing. I hope that you will allow Water Polo to participate and to have games in Las Vegas. 
Thanks.”  
  
Jennifer Gonzalez provided the following public comment, “My name is Jennifer Gonzalez. y I am active in the 
Basketball community but more specifically for women. I run a women’s Basketball League and I know I have 
heard a lot of feedback from the women and how important physical activity is for them and whenever there 
is not a platform or an opportunity for them to play it affects them. I know a lot of people touched on the mental 
aspect, but then also within my league the mothers were allowed to play with their daughters. Whenever they 
are not allowed that relationship time and that opportunity to share their passion, it has been a big detriment. 
Not just mentally but then also relationally. Then, I also do have a son that has been traveling, and I know others 
have mentioned the financial strain. This is a common place for a lot of families that are trying to help their 
children exceed on that mental but also physical level and achieve their goals of performing collegiately. When 
they do not have that platform to go to, we have to do anything that we can. We are traveling, stretching our 
expenses, and our time asking time off from our employment. It is a financial strain on that end.  I mean 
Basketball is huge. I moved here from Texas with the mindset of how Basketball, I know I am speaking 
specifically about Basketball has just I grew up around the Running Rebel’s and things like that, so just not see 
Basketball not being allowed in the State is just really sad. Then I know a lot of the kids I have talked about; they 
see casinos open and bars open and things like that. It does not translate in their minds as far as like how come 
that is open and I cannot play Basketball.  There is a big disconnect. Thank you for your time.”  
  
Teresa Lees provided the following public comment, “I am going to be speaking about Basketball. I am actually a 
Real Estate Agent in town, and I will touch on something that I am not sure anybody has spoken about yet. We 
have got a ton of transitional housing happening in the market right now. People are moving here. Our City is 
growing, and I believe that if we do not open up Basketball and all sports, that it is going to impact our ability to 
grow as a city and heal as a city. It also hinders the ability to comeback as a city. In addition to my personal 
feelings about it, because I have a Basketball player who is struggling with mental depression and a lack of 
motivation, I know suicide is a concern with CCSD.  All of the other things that these kids are going through, we 
are trying to keep them motivated with online education. Not giving them a physical activity, especially at the 
high school age, is so detrimental on all the levels that everybody has touched on already. I just wanted to also 
throw out that we are trying to heal and grow as a city and if we do not open up and really become as equal to 
what our out neighboring city states are doing, we are going to lose that opportunity.  I would hate to see 
that happen. I am done. Thank you.” 

  
Claire Kohatsu provided the following public comment, “According to the Review Journal Statistics, about one 
million or 41% of our Nevada’s adult population have received at least one dose of the vaccine. Nevada’s 
positivity rate stands at 5.3% as you probably know trending closer and closer toward that World Health 
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Organization goal of 5%. Statistics show that youth hospitalization and death are less than 1%, yet suicide rates 
in Clark County have been have more than doubled in the last school year CCSD Superintendent Jara documents 
this plight in his January 24th New York Time article. I asked what we can do to help reverse this trend, open 
all youth sports, because sports help them re-engage and feel less isolated. It is well documented that physical 
activity improves mental health. Second, please consider opening up Youth Basketball and all Basketball in Clark 
County, Nevada club, and recreational teams. I have been traveling every weekend to California, Utah, Arizona, 
Texas and beyond, all of these States have comparable or worse statistics than Nevada. High school athletes 
are missing out on scholarship opportunities because they are not getting the play time and play 
time comparable to all other athletes across the Country. Currently Nevada and Hawaii are the only states not 
playing Basketball. I would like to remind you that the California State Supreme Court ruled in favor of two high 
school students that claimed banning sports was in violation of the equal protections class of 
the 14th Amendment of the United States Constitution. There is a growing number and group of Clark County 
citizens ready to file the suit in Nevada, youth sports in Nevada should be given the same opportunities as 
professional and collegiate athletes I hope that you please take these points in to consideration and thank you 
for your time.” 

  
 George Abattan provided the following public comment, “I would like to verbatim concur with Claire Kohatsu 
and leave it at that because she said it very clear, and I cannot say anything clearer than that.”  
  
Adrian Youngblood provided the following public comment, “Director of Nevada Ballers Club, a youth non-profit 
organization here in town, we have doubled in size based on the kids needs for academic, athletic, and 
outreach programs in the past year. Currently serving 200 plus kids, their families, and most of them are in need 
from low- or no-income families. Based on the COVID restrictions that we have, all struggled through here 
in Nevada to some degree. I would like to concur with everything that Claire said to a point about youth activity. 
Youth physical activity and the engagement and social interaction all leads to physical and mental and 
emotional health in a positive manner. I know, as a father of six, I have hybrid classes. My kids are going either 
hybrid all online or now back to school. Plus academy is a charter school here and  have now started  different 
cohorts to where some can go back to school four days a week. That has had positive effects and the interaction 
has been very evident in the changes in my own household as well as the struggles that I have heard firsthand 
as a coach with these kids. I think that if we open youth sports, it would be a positive benefit to all the kids plus 
their families. Their social and emotional health wellbeing is able to reengage and get back to some sense of 
normalcy especially with the statistics that Claire stated to succinctly. I hope that you guys will take this into 
consideration for the benefit and mental emotional and physical state and health of the kids.” 

  
Mark St. John provided the following public comment, “Thank you for taking my call.  I wanted to plead and let 
you know; you guys have a direct effect on what you can do. You have the power and ability to make this 
change. If the Governor cannot see the positives, I believe it is the Task Force job and his medical advisory team 
to help him se. To help him get to where he needs to go. Help him connect the dots. We had a great meeting 
last week. You even called me personally and said everything is looking great and then our call this week that 
we cannot help you. I do not even know what changed. Yu could not even offer that our science is wrong, that 
we are incorrect. We are playing in a safe environment. Our chlorinated water in a safe environment. I want 
everyone on this call to know Basketball, Lacrosse if you are on here, Water Polo, there is a path for us to 
play. Hockey is in the same category as Basketball and Water Polo and they have been given exception to 
play, host games, and host out of town tournament next weekend. We can do this together you guys. You 
have the ability to make this easy fix. I do not know what is holding you back.  You have not returned any of our 
emails or any of our calls. Just a sign of respect would be this is where we’re at, we cannot help you now. 
Waiting until the May one date is not an option. May one never come. Our town just opened up. It is March 
Madness, it is Spring Break, we might never see the numbers we see now. You are not giving us this opportunity. 
We are hoping you guys can reconsider your position reconsider helping all of our sports. You have done it for 
Hockey. Basketball should be mad; Water Polo is mad. Why can’t you do it for us. Just the explanation of why 
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you cannot is what is angering us. It is what is rallying us, you have seen the emails. If there are other people 
on this call please unmute yourself, do not be shy speak up, we can do this together you guys. I hope you guys 
are hearing us in the Task Force. I hope Terry is hearing me. Terry you are a Water Polo parent ask your 
daughter.”  
  
Rob Mando provided the following public comment, “I have two teenage boys that have been involved with 
Water Polo for close to 10 years. They were put on hold because of the pandemic, over a year ago. I am 
following up on Mark’s comment, which there is a lot of information he just shared in those two minutes, I was 
not aware of with him not being given the courtesy of being updated with information that he was told he 
would. Things are moving along in the right direction and then then he finds out otherwise. Whether we believe 
that is true or not, I do not believe he would make that up, so I hope somebody antes up and comes clean as to 
why things are not really as obvious as they should be. We are trying to move together as a community here. 
The one thing that is important, I want to say is my youngest son less than two months ago he was allowed to 
resume his ice hockey practices. He has been competing at the knight’s arenas and we did not have to go 
through this kind of a process to get that started. One day we got a call and an email from a couple coaches 
saying we’re ready to start Hockey and let’s get these boys back out there on the ice. There we went, everything 
went perfectly. Social distancing is in place, nobody has been exposed to COVID, and he just had practice last 
night.  I do not know where the black and white difference is here, but something just does not add up. I am 
going to leave it at that, but I do not see the difference here. Why Water Polo is not advancing at the same rate 
that Hockey is like has been discussed.  Thank you.”  
  
Mary provided the following public comment, “My name is Mary. I have been a Water Polo mom since 1994 to 
my one and only child and now I am blessed to be a grandma to a Water Polo five year old that was dancing 
last week when her dad says guess what I am going to let you go to Water Polo and all she said is, “is COVID 
gone, do I need my mask”  and I said “no COVID is not gone, yes you need your mask, just go out there listen to 
the coach, and have fun.” When can I play this is a five-year-old she has not even played yet she just knows how 
to get in the water handle the ball? Let us not deny our kids the opportunity to play because other kids in the 
same sport are playing are competing it seems is who you know and not what you know when it comes to who 
gets the chance to compete like other kids in other sports that is all I have think about it real hard hope you all 
get to be grandparents and listen to your five year old and six year old when they ask you these tough questions. 
When can I play? Thank you for your time.”  
  
Erin Hamm provided the following public comment, “Hi, my name is Erin Hamm, and I am calling because I have 
multiple children in athletics, Volleyball, Water Polo, Swimming, Cross Country, Track etcetera.  I also happen 
to be a trustee on the High School Bord in Merced County where we live in California. Almost all athletics are 
now occurring in California. Football games start tomorrow. Water Polo can start next week, swim meets are 
happening, Cross Country is happening, Tennis is happening, all these things that are so important to our 
kids and their mental health and these opportunities. I just implore Nevada, Las Vegas, to open up these 
opportunities for all children. It will benefit your local community, your State, more importantly it will benefit 
kids and communities. There is no difference between the possible spread between a volleyball game and a 
Water Polo game. Let’s be honest, those girls are all in, in tight connection with one another all the time. 
Anyway, I will be in Las Vegas next weekend for Volleyball, and I’d love to be there for Water Polo as well. Thank 
you for your consideration.”  
  
Jason Rosenthal provided the following public comment, “I am a Water Polo high School and club coach out of 
the State of California. Recently we were allowed to start participating again fully with contact. We have had 
no issues in the last month by doing it. We have been to other tournaments in the Utah area and Arizona area 
since November without any issues. I know the protocols that the Vegas Clubs has in place would be just as 
safe as the other tournaments we have been to and I know those people a long time and there would follow 
them to the t. I would like to read something to you, “evidence suggests that COVID-19 cannot be spread to 
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humans throughout most recreational water, additionally proper operation of these aquatic venues and 
disinfection of the water with chlorine should inactivate the virus that causes COVID, including the vapors that 
come off from the pool.” That is directly from the CDC website. The CDC is telling you that COVID cannot be 
spread in a in a pool as long as it has chlorine in it. I know from the State of California, the lawsuit just 
recently won by the two young man from San Diego because the State could not provide evidence that proves 
that COVID is spread through youth sports. I hope Nevada follows suit and allows all youth sports to open 
back to these kids including my niece and nephew who live in Henderson so they can enjoy the sport they love 
to play.  Please reconsider and do what is right for these kids, thank you.”   
  
Tammy provided the following public comment, “First I am a mother of two Water Polo players with Team 
Vegas. I have heard everything everyone has had to say about the science and about the impact that playing 
Water Polo has on our kids, but I would like to come at it from a different angle as well and mention that hosting 
tournaments is advantageous to our City. It brings people into our hotel’s rooms. It has people dinning 
in our restaurants and it has people going to our stores.  I think that we forget what we can do, besides the 
sporting for our children but is to enhance our city, showcase our city, and to bring life to it again. Thank you 
very much.” 

  
Sandy Neta provided the following public comment, “I am the director of Team Vegas Water Polo.  I was the 
person who obtained the scientific report from our international team body. It says that chlorine kills COVID-
19. Holland was tested back in, or they started playing, back in March.   During the beginning of this outbreak 
not only were there no cases of any COVID during this time, up to the present. It has helped Holland, who has 
been playing. In fact, the men’s team’s ranking came from 20 to the top 10.  The Dutch Olympic Women’s Team 
has now just qualified for the Olympic Games. It is also very important for our kids, who are of College age 
Water Polo is not real big here on Nevada so is more of a California sport so most of the Colleges are looking 
for California players, without having these tournaments our kids are put at a little bit behind the race because 
they cannot get tapes, and they cannot get statistics from them. It is hurting our kids. I mean we have got 
several kids on our team that have a chance to get a scholarship from SC, UCLA, Stanford, CAL, Harvard and I 
just think we are doing a real miss service to our kids if we are not allowed back into the pool with full contact. 
Thank you.”  
  
Christina St. John provided the following public comment, “I am the wife of Mark St. John. I have been listening 
to this meeting.  I am a mother of two young children under the age of 5 and I agree with what everyone has 
spoken on this call.  I was, prior being a stay-at-home mother, a wellness coach and I have not heard anyone 
speak of the negative effects that COVID-19 has caused. This pandemic has caused obesity. Obesity and COVID-
19 are two pandemics that are colliding. We look at all this and what has happened with stay-at-home 
orders, physical distancing for children’s schools have been closed, kids have to study at home. This is all leading 
to more children lacking physical activity. They are staying on the couch, they are eating more snacks containing 
lots of sugar and lots of fat, and it is accumulating in their bodies causing all kinds of things. Stress exasperates 
the inflammation, the immune response, obesity, and COVID-19. If we do not change something right now for 
these young children and teenagers, to start letting them play sports again. Think about what we are doing 
to our children. The psychological effect is causing so much for these young children and teenagers.  I urge you 
to change your mind on sports on all spectrums. Thank you.”   
  
Jennifer Galletano provided the following public comment, “I am a mother of three Water polo players. We 
have been having the opportunity and we have attended a lot of the out of State Water Polo tournaments that 
have taken place in our other neighboring states such as Texas as well as the Utah. Mark has done a great 
job addressing the issues that come up and I am really dumbfounded. I do not understand why Water Polo 
cannot be played but the other sports can. Having been a mother of three girls, that this is their passion, and 
they cannot do this. They cannot do something that they enjoy and that only makes them better as a person. 
As well as looking for Colleges. Not only addressing that, but also looking at what the State of Nevada is missing 
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out on. Every Water Polo game that we have gone to, whether it was in Texas or in Utah because they are open, 
they have had the ability to get the dollar revenues from the taxes, as well as the income from the 
hospitality. Everything in the surrounding areas hotels are packed, every time we walk in the lobby there was a 
sports team whether it was Soccer, whether it was Baseball, or Water Polo. At one time out of State, there were 
44 teams participating. There was no mention, no issues at all with the sport being unsafe and playing in an 
indoor pool. There haven’t been any outbreaks, so why is it that the State of Nevada cannot do that. Why can’t 
they support that? I would hate to think that there is a bias towards Water Polo versus Hockey. Is it because 
there is a formal Professional Hockey Team that is getting support in the State of Nevada but there is not a 
professional Water Polo team? You need to have the fair consistency but also look at the data. Look at 
the research that is out there. Water Polo is not transmitted if other states can do it successfully, why can’t 
Nevada as well. Thank you.”   
   
Chair Cage noted he disagrees with the characterization of the meetings he has had over the last week to two 
weeks with the Water Polo Association. The Task Force will be following up and addressing those concerns. 
Chair Cage pointed out, as has been done at a number of times throughout this process, the Task Force does 
not have the authority to expand or make exceptions for any of the other issues. Chair Cage wanted to correct 
both of those ideas. One idea is believed to be a mischaracterization and the other ideas was incorrect.    
 

3. Update on Nevada’s Roadmap to Recovery Transition Plan   
 
Chair Cage provided an update on Nevada’s Roadmap to Recovery Transition Plan. 
 

a. Clark  
 

Billy Samuels, Deputy Fire Chief, Clark County Fire Department, provided an update for Clark County. Chief 
Samuels spoke to the Southern Nevada Regional Plan. Unincorporated Clark County, along with the 
incorporated jurisdictions, will continue meet on a weekly basis to ensure everyone is making the correct 
decisions for residents and visitors. These meeting will consist of following guidelines given to us by the 
Southern Nevada Health District (SNHD). SNHD will make these guidelines based upon, but not limited to 
hospital capacity, positivity rate, death rate, and other determining factors needed to make appropriate 
decisions. The Southern Nevada region will remain vigilant with the distribution of vaccines, while at the same 
time COVID-19 testing is occurring. The agencies who will be involved with these decisions will be: SNHD as the 
local health authority, the superintendent of the Clark County School District, the Nevada Hospital Association, 
and each City Manager from the jurisdictions with 100,000 or more residents. This plan will then be presented 
to the Board of County Commissioners for approval. Business license enforcement and parks and recreation 
have continued to meet weekly, and they have already submitted plans to me. The deadline should not be 
difficult. The Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) and resources for the south are good. If the State can get 
more vaccines to get us to our 1.2 million that is about 60% of our total population. Director Terry Reynolds, 
Business and Industry (B&I) noted B&I has been speaking with the Counties about public messaging to 
employers so that employees know when their turn is or when it is time to get vaccines. Director Reynolds 
inquired what is happening in Clark County to get the information out to let people know, especially 
employee/employer groups as to when their turn is and get them turning out to get a vaccine. Chief Samuels 
noted they do have their call center making outbound calls. A list was received from the State and all the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) partners the county has been given have made those outbound calls. 
The Nevada Resort Association has also pushed it out to their members as well. If you look at the Point of 
Distribution (PODs), look at Cashman we are vaccinating 6,500 per day and we are doing 5,400 to 5,500 per day 
at the convention center. The county is pretty full-on big megapods. The jurisdictions here are also getting their 
vaccines as well or their appointments as well not as much capacity as we are from North Las Vegas, the City of 
Henderson, and University Medical Center (UMC). Chief Samuels noted work can always be done around 
messaging. Our PODs are full, there is a need for more vaccine., With more vaccines, a ramp up and increase in 
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hours would be possible as long as there is more product. Chief David Fogerson, Division of Emergency 
Management (DEM) thanked Chief Samuels and noted he has always been a phenomenal partner in Southern 
Nevada. Chief Fogerson is looking forward to seeing what the plan looks like so the state can keep moving 
forward. Chair Cage noted as far as vaccine goes, he is aware of promising information coming from the federal 
government about increases. This was noted in the information from the Governor’s press conference 
yesterday regarding opening vaccinations up to all Nevadans by April 5, 2021. The state is aligning our policies 
and decisions at the State level with what we are hearing out of the federal government. Chair Cage anticipates 
the state will continue to get increased doses from the Center for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) through 
the federal government. Hopefully, the allocation can increase for all of the partners throughout the state.  

 
b. Elko  

 
Amanda Osborne, County Manger, provided an update for Elko County. Ms. Osborne noted Elko County’s goal 
is to balance public health including protecting the vulnerable populations and the long-term effects of COVI-
19 including the loss of economy and a loss of intellectual and psychological well-being. As the Division of Public 
and Behavioral (DPBH) team can attest, public health has so many more components than just physical health. 
One of the things that is important to Elko County is for the plan to have clear objectives. The county plan will 
include the following which is to continue to provide resources and support to protect our vulnerable 
populations as well as keeping kids in school, keeping individuals employed and businesses open. Those will be 
the four things that keep the plan grounded and moving forward. In terms of monitoring, one of the things that 
Elko County has really focused on outside of the criteria that is included in the dashboard is active cases and 
much like Nye County, the county is spread out all over the place. Elko is sitting at about 33 active cases. Spring 
Creek is about 12 and that makes up the bulk of active cases. What that computes to for Elko County is looking 
at the hospital capacity and making sure that we do not overwhelm the healthcare resources. Elko County will 
continue to work closely with the contact tracing team to ensure the county is stopping the spread as well as 
working with the hospitals to ensure the overall hospital capacity remains adequate not just for COVID-19, but 
for other things. Elko County will continue to work with the jail and the inmate population as well as the skilled 
nursing facilities to protect the vulnerable populations. In terms of testing, Ms. Osborne advised she had a 
question. One of the tools that Elko County has been using for the last couple of months is the BiNaxNOW tests. 
Ms. Osborne requested clarification that BiNaxNOW are not being including in the test rate and the test 
positivity rate. Dr. Mark Pandori, Nevada State Public Health Lab (NSPHL)noted his understanding is the tests 
are being included and results must be reported to the State. Kyra Morgan, Department of Health and Human 
Services (DHHS) noted the BiNaxNOW is only being included in the prison population, not general. Ms. Osborne 
noted that will be one item the county will want to keep monitoring at a local level. Ms. Osborne realizes that 
they are being reported through the Electronic Lab Reporting (ELR). Elko is receiving copies of those reports 
before they go to the State. Elko County is working with some local providers that are using primarily BiNaxNOW 
tests of course, with those who are symptomatic. This is an important tool for Elko County to continue to 
mitigate. Elko County’s PPE and other resources are good, and the county will reach out if needs arise. Elko 
County is working with the Cities on some mitigation items. There are some industries that are only within the 
Cities that are not necessarily within the County, so the county will work closely with them. In terms of 
enforcement measures, Elko County will continue to monitor those outbreak areas and make sure 
conversations are occurring, whether it be with businesses or individuals to ensure that they have the resources 
they need to ensure that that is not continuing. For public information Elko county has a couple of avenues we 
are using for public information. One of those does include Immunize Nevada, which Elko County is thankful to 
have as part of our team, especially with the vaccination rollout efforts. Elko County has some social media 
pages; Elko County website has received a lot of traffic. As far as resource needs, right now Elko County does 
not need anything. Elko County did just submit our civil work and budget for the vaccine monies that should be 
coming before long that will help with some staffing at both the hospital as well as Nevada Health Centers to 
increase availability for those who are willing to be vaccinated, especially with the Governor’s announcement 
last night. Chair Cage has added for items to follow up on clarification for the BiNaxNOW. Chair Cage inquired 
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if Elko County will have any issues getting the plan back to the Task Force by April 15, 2021. Ms. Osborne noted 
they are targeting their April 21, 2021 Board of County Commissioners meeting for final approval of the plan. 
Understands that they do not need to have approval from the Cities, but they are important partners as Elko 
County moves forward, so want to make sure that there is plenty of time to get their feedback as the county 
moves forward. If there is any way Elko County can push that out to April 21, 2021, that would be great, if not, 
the county will make it work.  Dr. Pandori noted when the NSPHL looks at turnaround time data, right now, for 
the specimens that are coming to the NSPHL from Elko County, the State Health Lab is turning around 24 hours 
or less for every single County in Nevada that we are serving except Elko where it is a three-day turnaround 
time. Dr. Pandori wanted to reach out and imagines that this is a courier issue. It is the only outlier on 
turnaround time right now. If there is anything the county thinks NSHPL can do to help with that, let the State 
Lab know because.  Dr. Pandori is unsure as to why that would be particularly different from any of the other 
Counties. Elko County does a lot more BiNaxNow testing and relying less on the State Lab as well so that may 
be part of it. Ms. Osborne will check with the providers and it most likely is a courier issue. Dr. Van Gilder, 
Pershing County, noted with the BiNaxNOW they have had some experience with that in Pershing County as 
well, because the Piute Indian Tribe tests regularly and they often use the BiNaxNOW. They have had a couple 
of situations where she has been instructed by Lindsey Kinsinger, Office of Public Health Investigations and 
Epidemiology (OPHIE) and did receive a bulletin that mentioned the county is supposed to do a confirmative 
PCR test for any BiNaxNow antigen test because they are not considered by the CDC to be a confirmed case. 
Two out of the three tests completed came back negative, so they were not eligible for the antibody treatment. 
One of them was. That is just what Pershing County has seen. Dr. Pandori clarified there were two specimens 
that were positive on the Binax NOW but did not confirm on the PCR. What is seen with the BiNax NOW is about 
20% of specimens that is misses when compared head-to-head with PCR are what are called high CT value 
specimens. The first thing the NSPHL would want to do is see if it was that because that would be a very easy 
explanation for the phenomenon you have observed. If that was not the case, that that would be of 
considerable interest to us. Ms. Osborne noted Elko County is following up all their positive BiNax NOW with a 
PCR test as well. Chair Cage noted DPBH through the Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) sent 
out some CDC guidance about masking after vaccines and there were some questions that have come in as well 
about whether the mask mandate that was put in place in June is going to remain in place after May 1, 2021 as 
well. To clarify, the Governor’s mask mandate is going to remain in place following the May 1, 2021 transition. 
The State is sharing information from the CDC that is indicating there is a promising path ahead for getting rid 
of masks at some point with the vaccine. Dr. Pandori noted there is data showing lower viral loads in people 
who are vaccinated, but infected, so breakthroughs as you may call it. So, it looks like even when people are 
getting infected after vaccination their viral loads are considerably lower. A short, small study the State Lab has 
been doing is showing the average viral load in a vaccinated individual who has been infected is a hundred-fold 
lower than the average viral load in an unvaccinated person. NSPHL has a long way to go to get that into a peer-
reviewed and published form. These observations are being made in other locations and labs and so there may 
be something coming at some point. The initial tests are showing there to be efficacy beyond just protection, 
but also lowering viral loads for those for whom there is breakthrough. Viral load correlates directly with the 
ability to transmit.  
 

c. Mineral  
 

Patrick Hughes, Emergency Manager, provided an update for Mineral County. Mr. Hughes noted Mineral County 
does not see any issues with meeting the April 15, 2021 deadline. The plan Mineral County is working on will 
be a bit of a different format than the original that was sent but will be sticking close. The health and hospital 
have been staying on top of things. There were a few spikes with a couple of super spreader events. The 
numbers have gone down and mitigation efforts that have been put in place throughout the County have been 
successful. Mineral County does not have much in the way of media for getting word out but use Facebook 
heavily. In Mineral County people really go with word of mouth quite readily and effectively. The County will 
use whatever avenue possible to get whatever information out that is needed. The PPE for Mineral County is 
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holding steady. In terms of vaccination, efforts are our main focal point right now. The county still tests as 
needed but the call for testing has dropped some. The hospital is working with the school to help provide the 
tests for their athletes. That is one way in which Mineral County is fortunate in that it is a small enough 
community that all the major players can communicate almost daily without issue. Will be staying close to the 
plan that was already submitted. Mr. Hughes appreciated what was put out in terms of the guidance document 
for writing the plan. Mr. Hughes believes it will make it very concise and easy to follow for everyone. Mineral 
County is looking for final approval of the plan with the Commissioners at the April 7, 2021 Commissioners 
meeting. Mr. Hughes noted the county has had a couple of positives that have been identified as being the UK 
variant. Mr. Hughes inquired if they could get a report or some information on that. Dr. Pandori noted the 
NSPHL initiated approximately two weeks ago generating weekly reports about lineage on a per county basis 
and there is a report for Mineral County. Now those reports are being sent to the State. After a short discussion 
with the State, Dr. Pandori believes those reports can be sent to the county. This is a continuous surveillance 
program and B117s are on the rise nationally. Ms. Morgan agreed that the reports are fine to disseminate to 
the Counties. Dr. Pandori noted the so-called California variant has now been added to CDCs lists of variants of 
concern. Mineral County see quite a lot of the California variant as well, but so does the entire State of Nevada. 
That is making up almost 40% of our positives currently. Dr. Pandori will get the report to Mineral County.  Chair 
noted the Task Force will follow up with some Counties individually and get clarification on the social distance 
guidance that is in Directive 021 and share that with our County partners. Staff will also resend the template 
and address the BinaxNow issue. Chair Cage noted he feels very positive about the transition.  

 
d. Nye  

 
Scott Lewis, Director of Emergency Management, provided an update for Nye County. Mr. Lewis provided the 
following presentation. In terms of overview, Nye County is unique with an 18,000 square mile 
footprint with needs and risks that vary between the North and South.  The primary objective in Nye County is 
to continue moving our County safely and smartly toward a 100% opening. Nye County’s immediate 
considerations include protecting schools, vulnerable populations, and Businesses. Therefore, Nye County has 
adopted flexible yet meaningful approaches to risk management that allows us the ability to meet our 
respective objectives no matter the location in Nye County. Mr. Lewis spoke to the general review of current 
case counts. Numbers continue to decline, and our target hot spots are decreasing. Nye County will continue 
with contact tracing and case investigation. The county will continue to embrace contact tracing and provide 
daily reports to the state and our County leaders.  The county will also continue to identify target hot spots and 
take immediate proactive responses to potential outbreaks. Nye County will continue vaccine PODs. Nye County 
will continue to vaccinate throughout the County. Vaccinations are occurring at DEM Fixed Facilities, fire 
stations, government buildings, Mobile and Target Group PODs for our vulnerable populations, pharmacies, 
and through medical providers. The county will continue to build support through our Internal and External 
Communication Broadcasts using PIO, fixed and mobile displays, and in-person reports to our BOCC and 
Community & Business Groups. In terms of enforcement, much like the other small Counties, true enforcement 
is a challenge; however, the county fully intends to offer support and guidance to local businesses so that they 
may successfully and systematically return to full open status. Nye county has no specific requests but reserves 
the possibility for personnel support for PODs. Mr. Lewis spoke to thoughts are the Storm Area 51 event and 
who thought that would have been a warm-up as to how Counties and the State could work together in a unified 
fashion to achieve mutual goals and objectives for incidents without clear boundaries?  Those relationships 
forged the gateway to our response to COVID-19 and helped us best understand the power of social media both 
in good and bad ways. In essence, this has been the ultimate government team display. Chief Fogerson noted 
Mr. Lewis has been a great partner through this pandemic and helping with Immunize Nevada, getting through 
all those POD vaccine sites out there. It has been phenomenal working with you. DEM is working on that mobile 
resource. Hopefully, DEM will be able to get that for your county. Mr. Lewis noted the county appreciates that. 
Just their drive time to get to some of the PODs is six plus hours in one direction. Everyone is at the same level 
of importance and this effort is appreciated. DEM has been phenomenal as well.  
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e. Pershing  

 
Carol Shank, Pershing County Commissioner, provided and update for Pershing County. Ms. Shank noted 
Pershing County will continue to do what it has been doing. When COVID first closed the Counties, Pershing 
County had zero cases for a long time. Then the county had an outbreak at the Lovelock Correctional Center. 
When that happened it then spread into the community. Even though our numbers show that the county has 
just over 900 cases total throughout the situation, over 700 of those were from the correctional center. The 
cases have gone down significantly. Pershing County has an awesome County Health Officer and Emergency 
Operations Manager. The county has been meeting regularly with the board of health. All the commissioners 
are on that committee as well. Pershing County will continue monitoring cases, contact tracing, and 
quarantine. Pershing County has a program for home deliveries to deliver supplies and groceries to quarantined 
individuals who do not have someone to do that for them. Of our regular population the county has completed 
700 immunizations and have an upcoming POD on March 27, 2021 for 700 more. The county population is 
stated at 6,900; however, there are over 1,600 inmates included in that count. They are not “out and 
about”. Our Senior Center opened Monday and our schools have been open since the beginning of August. Sean 
Burke, Pershing County Emergency Manager, noted the County Health Officer and the Board of Health is very 
actively engaged in monitoring the situation and are meeting monthly. Chair Cage inquired if there would be 
any issues with meeting the April 15, 2021 deadline. Ms. Shank noted the county will be able to meet the 
deadline. Chair Cage inquired if the county anticipates any long-standing resource needs from the State as the 
county moves forward for any of the testing, contact tracing, or other issues that are not already accounted for. 
Ms. Shank noted that Mr. Burke put in a budget for those items and does not anticipate any needs at this point. 
Mr. Burke noted the county is fine on PPE and supplies.  

 
f. White Pine 

 
No presentation provided.  
 

4. Public Comment 
Chair Cage opened the discussion for public comment in all venues. No public comment was provided. 
 
Lee Hoffman provided the following public comment, “Yes this is Lee Hoffman. I am calling from Elko 
County.  Thank you for a moment to provide comment. I have listened to most of your Task Force Meetings, I 
heard earlier today the long discussion or the extended public comment about Water Polo and a while back 
about Lacrosse. What strikes me, is that here in the land of the free and the home of the brave, we have become 
terrified not only of COVID but of our Government and we have been reduced to asking individual 
indulgences instead of insisting on our liberties.  I hope our citizenry wakes up soon before your new normal 
takes over, thank you for your time.”   
  
Justin provided the following public comment, “I have a young daughter who plays and is it is really messing 
with her development, and her activities.  It is just (Unintelligible). So, at some point, we got to just listen to the 
science which shows almost zero outbreaks among kids. Just let them play please, thank you.”  
  
Lamar Bigby provided the following public comment, “I run an AAU Program out of Tarkanian Academy called 
the Las Vegas Knicks. My daughter, Taylor Bigby, who was Nevada player of the year who is attending University 
of Oregon, she did not even get to play her High School Season because of this.  I am around multiple kids in 
the Valley daily and this whole ordeal is hurting their development. Not just with basketball, because it is 
socially it is killing them. So, if you guys could come up with something that can be beneficial to help these 
youngsters mentally and psychologically get through this it would be very helpful. I heard the comments, 
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because I have been listening earlier, I helped run the youth program over at Tarkanian and we have not had 
one single outbreak since this has come out. Thank you.” 
  
Anna Binder provided the following public comment, “Good morning everyone and again thank you for your 
time. I heard, obviously, the whole meeting and I just want to touch on the fact that this task force is on top of 
all medical stuff and is here for vetting proposals and recommendations back to us and our other leaders. So, I 
think as your hearing, the outpouring from the community about the sports issue. I am involved with a group 
of at least a little over 4,500 parents that are everything from special education parents to sport parents, and it 
is just very concerning to us that we cannot get a recommendation for the contact sports. As you have heard, 
we are doing it and we just cannot understand these kids do not have two more weeks. Most of Basketball, 
Football, and the fall intramural sports   can start doing little things on April 5, 2021under the NIAA guidelines. 
They have all committed to following those guidelines. So, I think you are just going to keep hearing from the 
public until we see help with a recommendation. We are reaching out to the Governor’s office and our City and 
County commissioners. We are just trying to cover all of our bases to make sure that you know, and everyone 
knows how hard we are looking out for our students.”  
 

Chair Cage noted one of the reasons the Task Force has been doing these meeting publicly is to ensure that the 
Task Force does have an opportunity to hear from the public. That is an extremely important part of the 
decision-making process that we have as a public bod, and it is critical. Chair Cage noted he disagreed with the 
characterization of some of the conversations that have been had and some representation of the Task Force’s 
power and authority here. Chair Cage noted that it is extremely important to take this into consideration and 
the Task Force, of course, are under consideration, as work is being done for reopening the State safely and 
responsibly going will hear, very often, conflicting advocacy throughout the various meetings that are had 
around reopening or not reopening. It is our job to do exactly what was set out to do when this Task Force was 
established in the beginning and that is to make sure that the Task Force is managing the very difficult decisions 
associated with reopening the economy and the State and protecting the public health. Chair Cage knows 
members of the Task Force are committed to doing that as well going forward.  
 

5. Adjourn  
 
Chair Cage called for a motion to adjourn the meeting. A motion to adjourn was presented by Chief David 
Fogerson and a second was provided by Dagny Stapleton, Nevada Association of Counties. The motion passed 
unanimously. Meeting adjourned.  
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Meagan Werth Ranson

From: Aaron Sottile 
Sent: Wednesday, March 17, 2021 10:01 PM
Subject: Equality in Youth Sports-Reclassification of Water Polo

Water polo needs your help!   Our request to re‐classify water polo has been denied.  

No proof has been provided to refute that our sport is unsafe. While at the same time allowing other sports, in the same 
classification as water polo, the ability to play games and host tournaments.   

We are asking for the same consideration and consistency in the decision making process.  

You have allowed hockey, a sport that shares the same classification as water polo to have weekly games and even host 
tournaments.  All this is advertised on their websites.  

We have done everything you have asked and been told NO exceptions can be made unless your sport is reclassified by 
the Governor.  That statement is false as hockey has been given preferential treatment either with or without your 
knowledge.  

We ask that you address and answer these questions. 

1. How is a sport that shares the same prohibited classification as water polo under current guidelines able to acquire an
approval to host a local tournament?  Hockey has been classified by our Governor as a high contact sport.

2. How is hockey able to advertise they can have games weekly when such is prohibited under current guidelines.

3. How can water polo acquire the same treatment as hockey

4. Can you claim that we are being treated fairly and with equity.

 Our view, based on scientific data, is that water polo has been inaccurately classified as a high risk of transmission sport. 
In fact, since water polo is played in a highly chlorinated environment (which kills the COVID‐19 virus), when combined 
with proper on‐deck protocols, water polo is safe and represents an extremely low risk of transmission.   

Governor and Task Force, your agenda has made time to allow water parks to open and resort pools.  You have made 
the effort to increase F&B occupancies.  Our city is increasing hotel occupancy and allowing Spring Breakers to flood our 
city.  This is all great news...PLEASE FIND THE TIME FOR US TOO!  Our athletes see their city returning to normal and see 
their peers are able to find options to play their sport.  Please consider water polo too.   We ask that you reconsider your 
position on the classification of water polo and immediately approve our request to have our practices return to normal 
and the ability to host games .  

Thank you for your time.  
Seaside Water Polo 
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Meagan Werth Ranson

From: Cliff Abbott 
Sent: Wednesday, March 17, 2021 11:55 PM
To: Meagan Werth Ranson
Subject: Equality in Youth Sports-Reclassification of Water Polo

Water polo needs your help!   Our request to re‐classify water polo has been denied.  

You have provided no proof to refute that our sport is unsafe. While at the same time allowing other sports, in the same 
classification as water polo, the ability to play games and host tournaments.   

We are asking for the same consideration and consistency in the decision making process.  

You have allowed hockey, a sport that shares the same classification as water polo to have weekly games and even host 
tournaments.  All this is advertised on their websites.  

We have done everything you have asked and been told NO exceptions can be made unless your sport is reclassified by 
the Governor.  That statement is false as hockey has been given preferential treatment either with or without your 
knowledge.  

We ask that you address and answer these questions. 

1. How is a sport that shares the same prohibited classification as water polo under current guidelines able to acquire an
approval to host a local tournament?  Hockey has been classified by our Governor as a high contact sport.

2. How is hockey able to advertise they can have games weekly when such is prohibited under current guidelines.

3. How can water polo acquire the same treatment as hockey

4. Can you claim that we are being treated fairly and with equity.

 Our view, based on scientific data, is that water polo has been inaccurately classified as a high risk of transmission sport. 
In fact, since water polo is played in a highly chlorinated environment (which kills the COVID‐19 virus), when combined 
with proper on‐deck protocols, water polo is safe and represents an extremely low risk of transmission.   

Governor and Task Force, your agenda has made time to allow water parks to open and resort pools.  You have made 
the effort to increase F&B occupancies.  Our city is increasing hotel occupancy and allowing Spring Breakers to flood our 
city.  This is all great news...PLEASE FIND THE TIME FOR US TOO!  Our athletes see their city returning to normal and see 
their peers are able to find options to play their sport.  Please consider water polo too.   We ask that you reconsider your 
position on the classification of water polo and immediately approve our request to have our practices return to normal 
and the ability to host games .  

Thank you for your time.  

Thank You,  

Cliff Abbott  
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Meagan Werth Ranson

From: David Niz 
Sent: Thursday, March 18, 2021 12:15 AM
To:

Subject: Equality in Youth Sports-Reclassification of Water Polo

Governor and esteemed members of the task force, 

Water polo needs your help!   The request to re‐classify water polo has been denied.  

You have provided no proof to refute that our sport is unsafe. While at the same time allowing other sports, in the same 
classification as water polo, the ability to play games and host tournaments.   

I am asking for the same consideration and consistency in the decision making process.  

You have allowed hockey, a sport that shares the same classification as water polo to have weekly games and even host 
tournaments.  All this is advertised on their websites.  

Water polo organizations have done everything you have asked and have been told NO exceptions can be made unless 
your sport is reclassified by the Governor.  That statement is false as hockey has been given preferential treatment 
either with or without your knowledge.  

I ask that you address and answer these questions: 

1. How is a sport that shares the same prohibited classification as water polo under current guidelines able to acquire an
approval to host a local tournament?  Hockey has been classified by the Governor as a high contact sport.

2. How is hockey able to advertise they can have games weekly when such is prohibited under current guidelines?

3. How can water polo acquire the same treatment as hockey?

4. Can you claim that water polo athletes are being treated fairly and with equity.

Based on scientific data, water polo has been inaccurately classified as a high risk of transmission sport. In fact, since 
water polo is played in a highly chlorinated environment (which kills the COVID‐19 virus), when combined with proper 
on‐deck protocols, water polo is safe and represents an extremely low risk of transmission.  Other states and countries 
have had success with carefully planned water polo events.  

Governor and Task Force, your agenda has made time to allow water parks to open and resort pools.  You have made 
the effort to increase F&B occupancies.  Cities are increasing hotel occupancy and allowing Spring Breakers to flood the 
area. This is all great news...PLEASE FIND THE TIME FOR US TOO!  Our athletes see their communities returning to 
normal and see their peers in sports are able to find options to play their sport.  Please consider water polo too.   We ask 
that you reconsider your position on the classification of water polo and immediately approve our request to have our 
practices return to normal and the ability to host games .  



2

Thank you for your time.  

Thank You,  

David Niz, M. D.  
Water polo parent 
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Meagan Werth Ranson

From: Edith Ebarb 
Sent: Wednesday, March 17, 2021 11:41 PM
To:

Subject: Equality in Youth Sports-Reclassification of Water Polo

Water polo needs your help! Our request to re-classify water polo has been denied. 

You have provided no proof to refute that our sport is unsafe. While at the same time allowing other sports, in 
the same classification as water polo, the ability to play games and host tournaments.  

We are asking for the same consideration and consistency in the decision making process. 

You have allowed hockey, a sport that shares the same classification as water polo to have weekly games and 
even host tournaments. All this is advertised on their websites.  

We have done everything you have asked and been told NO exceptions can be made unless your sport is 
reclassified by the Governor. That statement is false as hockey has been given preferential treatment either 
with or without your knowledge.  

We ask that you address and answer these questions. 

1. How is a sport that shares the same prohibited classification as water polo under current guidelines able to
acquire an approval to host a local tournament? Hockey has been classified by our Governor as a high contact
sport.

2. How is hockey able to advertise they can have games weekly when such is prohibited under current
guidelines.

3. How can water polo acquire the same treatment as hockey

4. Can you claim that we are being treated fairly and with equity.

Our view, based on scientific data, is that water polo has been inaccurately classified as a high risk of 
transmission sport. In fact, since water polo is played in a highly chlorinated environment (which kills the 
COVID-19 virus), when combined with proper on-deck protocols, water polo is safe and represents an 
extremely low risk of transmission.  

Governor and Task Force, your agenda has made time to allow water parks to open and resort pools. You have 
made the effort to increase F&B occupancies. Our city is increasing hotel occupancy and allowing Spring 
Breakers to flood our city. This is all great news...PLEASE FIND THE TIME FOR US TOO! Our athletes see their 
city returning to normal and see their peers are able to find options to play their sport. Please consider water 
polo too. We ask that you reconsider your position on the classification of water polo and immediately 
approve our request to have our practices return to normal and the ability to host games .  

Thank you for your time. 

Thank You! 
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Meagan Werth Ranson

From: hilary thomas 
Sent: Wednesday, March 17, 2021 9:32 PM
To:

Subject: Re-classify Water Polo

To all concerned, 

Our youth need you! Water polo needs your help! Our request to re‐classify water polo has been denied.  

You have provided no proof to refute that our sport is unsafe. While at the same time allowing other sports, in the same 
classification as water polo, the ability to play games and host tournaments.   

We are asking for the same consideration and consistency in the decision making process.  

You have allowed hockey, a sport that shares the same classification as water polo to have weekly games and even host 
tournaments.  All this is advertised on their websites.  

We have done everything you have asked and been told NO exceptions can be made unless your sport is reclassified by 
the Governor.  That statement is false as hockey has been given preferential treatment either with or without your 
knowledge.  

We ask that you address and answer these questions. 

1. How is a sport that shares the same prohibited classification as water polo under current guidelines able to acquire an
approval to host a local tournament?  Hockey has been classified by our Governor as a high contact sport.

2. How is hockey able to advertise they can have games weekly when such is prohibited under current guidelines.

3. How can water polo acquire the same treatment as hockey

4. Can you claim that we are being treated fairly and with equity.

 Our view, based on scientific data, is that water polo has been inaccurately classified as a high risk of transmission sport. 
In fact, since water polo is played in a highly chlorinated environment (which kills the COVID‐19 virus), when combined 
with proper on‐deck protocols, water polo is safe and represents an extremely low risk of transmission.   

Governor and Task Force, your agenda has made time to allow water parks to open and resort pools.  You have made 
the effort to increase F&B occupancies.  Our city is increasing hotel occupancy and allowing Spring Breakers to flood our 
city.  This is all great news...PLEASE FIND THE TIME FOR US TOO!  Our athletes see their city returning to normal and see 
their peers are able to find options to play their sport.  Please consider water polo too.   We ask that you reconsider your 
position on the classification of water polo and immediately approve our request to have our practices return to normal 
and the ability to host games.  

It's time for consistency. It's time to make a change.  
Thank you for your time.
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Meagan Werth Ranson

From:
Sent: Thursday, March 18, 2021 6:14 AM
To:

Subject: Equality in Youth Sports-Reclassification of Water Polo

Water polo needs your help!   Our request to re‐classify water polo has been denied.  

You have provided no proof to refute that our sport is unsafe. While at the same time allowing other sports, in the same 
classification as water polo, the ability to play games and host tournaments.   

We are asking for the same consideration and consistency in the decision making process.  

You have allowed hockey, a sport that shares the same classification as water polo to have weekly games and even host 
tournaments.  All this is advertised on their websites.  

We have done everything you have asked and been told NO exceptions can be made unless your sport is reclassified by 
the Governor.  That statement is false as hockey has been given preferential treatment either with or without your 
knowledge.  

We ask that you address and answer these questions. 

1. How is a sport that shares the same prohibited classification as water polo under current guidelines able to acquire an
approval to host a local tournament?  Hockey has been classified by our Governor as a high contact sport.

2. How is hockey able to advertise they can have games weekly when such is prohibited under current guidelines.

3. How can water polo acquire the same treatment as hockey

4. Can you claim that we are being treated fairly and with equity.

Our view, based on scientific data, is that water polo has been inaccurately classified as a high risk of transmission sport. 
In fact, since water polo is played in a highly chlorinated environment (which kills the COVID‐19 virus), when combined 
with proper on‐deck protocols, water polo is safe and represents an extremely low risk of transmission.   

Governor and Task Force, your agenda has made time to allow water parks to open and resort pools.  You have made 
the effort to increase F&B occupancies.  Our city is increasing hotel occupancy and allowing Spring Breakers to flood our 
city.  This is all great news...PLEASE FIND THE TIME FOR US TOO!  Our athletes see their city returning to normal and see 
their peers are able to find options to play their sport.  Please consider water polo too.   We ask that you reconsider your 
position on the classification of water polo and immediately approve our request to have our practices return to normal 
and the ability to host games .  
Sincerely, 
Holly Carter  

Sent from my iPhone 
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Meagan Werth Ranson

From: Jennifer Gaetano
Sent: Wednesday, March 17, 2021 9:27 PM
To:

Subject: Equality in Youth Sports-Reclassification of Water Polo

Water polo needs your help!   Our request to re‐classify water polo has been denied.  

You have provided no proof to refute that our sport is unsafe. While at the same time allowing other sports, in the same 
classification as water polo, the ability to play games and host tournaments.   

We are asking for the same consideration and consistency in the decision making process.  

You have allowed hockey, a sport that shares the same classification as water polo to have weekly games and even host 
tournaments.  All this is advertised on their websites.  

We have done everything you have asked and been told NO exceptions can be made unless your sport is reclassified by 
the Governor.  That statement is false as hockey has been given preferential treatment either with or without your 
knowledge.  

We ask that you address and answer these questions. 

1. How is a sport that shares the same prohibited classification as water polo under current guidelines able to acquire an
approval to host a local tournament?  Hockey has been classified by our Governor as a high contact sport.

2. How is hockey able to advertise they can have games weekly when such is prohibited under current guidelines.

3. How can water polo acquire the same treatment as hockey

4. Can you claim that we are being treated fairly and with equity.

 Our view, based on scientific data, is that water polo has been inaccurately classified as a high risk of transmission sport. 
In fact, since water polo is played in a highly chlorinated environment (which kills the COVID‐19 virus), when combined 
with proper on‐deck protocols, water polo is safe and represents an extremely low risk of transmission.   

Governor and Task Force, your agenda has made time to allow water parks to open and resort pools.  You have made 
the effort to increase F&B occupancies.  Our city is increasing hotel occupancy and allowing Spring Breakers to flood our 
city.  This is all great news...PLEASE FIND THE TIME FOR US TOO!  Our athletes see their city returning to normal and see 
their peers are able to find options to play their sport.  Please consider water polo too.   We ask that you reconsider your 
position on the classification of water polo and immediately approve our request to have our practices return to normal 
and the ability to host games.  

The state of Utah and Texas have allowed playing to continue without any problems and so we have had to travel out of 
our own state to go there and play. Now our state is losing tax dollars and not getting the income generated from 
tourism revenue. Instead, other states are benefitting. Please, right now help our athletes, just as you helped hockey. 

Sincerely,
Jennifer Gaetano
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Meagan Werth Ranson

From: T Jon Huynh 
Sent: Thursday, March 18, 2021 6:21 AM
To: lak.com; PressRoom Nevada Health Response; PressRoom Nevada Health Response

Subject: Water polo needs your help!   Our request to re-classify water polo has been denied.

Hello 

You have provided no proof to refute that our sport is unsafe. While at the same time allowing other sports, in the same 
classification as water polo, the ability to play games and host tournaments.   
We are asking for the same consideration and consistency in the decision making process.  
You have allowed hockey, a sport that shares the same classification as water polo to have weekly games and even host 
tournaments.  All this is advertised on their websites.  
We have done everything you have asked and been told NO exceptions can be made unless your sport is reclassified by 
the Governor.  That statement is false as hockey has been given preferential treatment either with or without your 
knowledge.  
We ask that you address and answer these questions. 
How is a sport that shares the same prohibited classification as water polo under current guidelines able to acquire an 
approval to host a local tournament?  Hockey has been classified by our Governor as a high contact sport.   
How is hockey able to advertise they can have games weekly when such is prohibited under current guidelines.  
How can water polo acquire the same treatment as hockey. 
Can you claim that we are being treated fairly and with equity.   
 Our view, based on scientific data, is that water polo has been inaccurately classified as a high risk of transmission sport. 
In fact, since water polo is played in a highly chlorinated environment (which kills the COVID‐19 virus), when combined 
with proper on‐deck protocols, water polo is safe and represents an extremely low risk of transmission.   
Governor and Task Force, your agenda has made time to allow water parks to open and resort pools.  You have made 
the effort to increase F&B occupancies.  Our city is increasing hotel occupancy and allowing Spring Breakers to flood our 
city.  This is all great news...PLEASE FIND THE TIME FOR US TOO!  Our athletes see their city returning to normal and see 
their peers are able to find options to play their sport.  Please consider water polo too.   We ask that you reconsider your 
position on the classification of water polo and immediately approve our request to have our practices return to normal 
and the ability to host games .  
Thank you for your time. 

Sincerely 
Jon 
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Meagan Werth Ranson

From: Kathy Cupich 
Sent: Wednesday, March 17, 2021 10:43 PM
To:

Subject: Reconsidering Water Polo
Attachments: supporting_document_water_polo.pdf; reclassification_of_water_polo.pdf

Dear Governor, NV Task Force, and Business and Industry Director,  

This email is to implore you to reconsider your stance on reclassifying water polo in order to allow Nevada athletes to 
pursue the sport they love, safely. You and taskforce leaders have been shown our argument and supporting data for a 
safe return to play.  

We cannot help but feel that we are not prioritized when it comes to youth sports.  Is it because we aren't a 
casino?  Maybe we don't know the right “people” or political figure?  Perhaps we don't have a strong lobby or money to 
get noticed.  We are, afterall, just a non‐profit sports team.  However, we are water polo players with passion and love 
for this sport.  We pride ourselves in coaching and teaching all levels of play from beginners in splash ball to sending our 
high school players to division one collegiate teams. 

Sadly, your denial in today's meeting with the Coronavirus Response Director gave us no path to return to play.   No 
proof to refute that our sport is unsafe has been provided and you are allowing other sports, in the same classification as 
water polo, the ability to play games and host tournaments.  We are asking for the same consideration and consistency 
in the decision making process.  

Fact ‐ Hockey is having games weekly and it even says on their website (scroll down to 2021 Schedule).   I have seen 
these games and can send you videos to support my claim.  Look at the first sentence on that page.  It says MORE 
GAMES!  

Fact ‐ Department of Business and Industry has approved an application to host a hockey tournament March 19‐
22. How is a sport that is classified as prohibited under current guidelines able to acquire such an approval?  They are
even noted here as being classified as high contact sport (second paragraph).  Dept of B&I claims the tournament will
not allow "checking" and that is how they were approved.  Is that the only contact in hockey?  What about
faceoffs?  Defense on the puck?  Fighting for the puck on the boards?  Can they guarantee all that will not happen at this
tournament? And if it does happen, will the event be canceled.  Doesn't sound like hockey if they can't do those
things.  Rest assured they will.
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Fact ‐ You mentioned you can't make an exception for a single sport.  This statement is false.  You just reclassified 
Lacrosse and you are allowing hockey games events without reclassification.  

Fact ‐ While I am happy for Lacrosse and Hockey, I have the same passion for my sport as they do.  I hope to join them in 
their path to return to play.  

Please explain to me why you can't approve our request to be able to have contact in our practices and the ability to 
have games while others in the Battle Born State of Nevada are?.  We are soccer, basketball, football, lacrosse, and 
hockey (all approved) DIPPED IN CHLORINE! Chlorine is a disinfectant that kills the virus! Please see our attached 
supporting documents.  

Attached: 

Supporting Letter to Reclassify Water PoloProtocols for our Event ‐ Testing no more than 6 days before the event and 
Rapid Test On‐Site before the teams first game.Reclassification Request 

Governor and Task Force, your agenda has made time to allow water parks to open and resort pools.  You have made 
the effort to increase F&B occupancies.  Our city is increasing hotel occupancy and allowing Spring Breakers to flood our 
city.  This is all great news...PLEASE FIND THE TIME FOR US TOO!  Our athletes see their city returning to normal and see 
their peers are able to find options to play their sport.  Please consider water polo too.     

I know you will do the right thing as you are for all Nevadans but especially for our kids that are battling so many other 
things such as depression and need this to properly classify our sport. 

Respectfully,  

Kathy Cupich  



Dear Nevada Task Force Members: 

We are writing to formally request that the State of Nevada reclassify current COVID-19 restrictions regarding 
participation in water polo. Based on scientific data, we believe that water polo has been inaccurately classified as a 
“high risk of transmission” sport. In fact, since water polo is played in a highly chlorinated environment (which kills the 
COVID-19 virus), and when combined with proper on-deck protocols, water polo is safe and represents an extremely low 
risk of transmission. During water polo, faces and bodies are frequently submerged,  immediately killing the virus. The 
positive effects of chlorine are not just limited to the water. Chlorine gas hovers above the water’s surface acting as an 
additional disinfectant. The Centers for Disease Control (CDC) has reported that there is NO evidence of COVID-19 
transmission through swimming pools, while the World Health Organization (WHO) has also identified only a limited risk 
of contamination and illness at well-managed facilities. 

Neighboring states, such as California and Arizona, have already acknowledged that water polo can resume safely. NCAA 
Pac-12 Conference resumed training and competition – with participants including UCLA, USC, California, Stanford, and 
Arizona State University, all of which are playing without evidence of their actions leading to higher infection rates. Last 
week, the California Department of Public Health announced additional guidance allowing the state to resume 
participation opportunities for “all organized youth sports and recreation— including school- and  
community-sponsored programs, and privately-organized clubs and leagues.” This guideline was not restricted to 
scholastic competition. 

Water polo is now taking place across the United States while Nevada delays implementation because the sport is not 
recognized through the NIAA high school system. In Nevada, swimming is allowed to go forward and we can simply 
apply the same on deck protocols for water polo to ensure an equally safe environment. Last month, the National 
Federation of State High School Associations (NFHS) elected to remove colored tiers in evaluating the risk of COVID-19 
transmission in high school sports and encouraged other sports authorities to do the same.  

On the international front, Italy was hardest hit by COVID-19’s initial impact. Its oldest technical university, Polytechnic 
Institute of Turin, issued a 400-page study of 387 sports. The study named water polo as the safest team sport. Similarly, 
the Spanish Swimming Federation issued a technical paper arguing that “a well-maintained swimming pool is sanitary 
safe” from COVID-19. The Dutch University Medical center of Utrecht provided further evidence that chlorine 
inactivated COVID-19.  

Safety protocols are now in place to train and compete safely in the USA. Science clearly identifies a much lower risk to 
playing water polo than many other basic activities that are currently allowed. We can assure you that we are ready to 
resume participation safely. The governing body for water polo in America, USA Water Polo, has issued protocols for a 
safe return to play based on science and the experiences noted above. In the case of water polo, one size does NOT fit 
all when applying general public health guidelines to a sport played in an environment hostile to the COVID-19 virus is 
counterproductive at best. This was evident when the NIAA allowed high risk sports to resume competition with 
additional measures. Unfortunately water polo was not included as it is not a recognized sport through the NIAA, so 
those students are still restricted from participating in their sport of choice. However, just recently, Lacrosse was 
reclassified by the state as an “intermediate risk of transmission” when it was previously classified as high risk.  

We are asking for your help to allow water polo to fully open under strict safety rules. Please be our advocate with our 
government and public health officials to follow the science and let our young people back in the chlorinated water to 
pursue their dreams. You can make a difference in the lives of water polo athletes, and Team Vegas Water Polo needs 
your help and support. 

Sincerely, 

Mark St. John - Head Coach Team Vegas Water Polo 

https://webpoint.usawaterpolo.com/wp15/Email/CT.wp?cx=hgzzccx__i_w_w_w&pz=&tgt=https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/parks-rec/aquatic-venues.html#:~:text=CDC%20is%20not%20aware%20of,or%20other%20treated%20aquatic%20venues
https://webpoint.usawaterpolo.com/wp15/Email/CT.wp?cx=hgzzccx__i_w_w_w&pz=&tgt=https://issuu.com/weekberichtstjoris/docs/whoguidlines_swimpools2


At the moment my application can not be approved because of the current classification of water polo in the current
guidelines.   Even with all the testing protocols we will have in place, it can not be considered.  After speaking with Terry
today, he mentioned I would need to get on the agenda of the NV COVID Task Force to potentially plead my case to allow
these events to take place.   

My colleagues and I at USA Water Polo and would like to share some findings with you.

Our view, based on scientific data, is that water polo has been inaccurately classified as a “high risk of transmission” sport. In
fact, since water polo is played in a highly chlorinated environment (which kills the COVID-19 virus), when combined with
proper on-deck protocols, water polo is safe and represents an extremely low risk of transmission.

When playing water polo, faces and bodies are frequently submerged, immediately killing the virus. The positive effects of
chlorine are not just limited to the water. Chlorine gas hovers above the water’s surface acting as an additional disinfectant.
The Centers for Disease Control (CDC) has reported that there is NO evidence of COVID-19 transmission through swimming
pools, while the World Health Organization (WHO) has also identified only a limited risk of contamination and illness at well-
managed facilities.

I and the water polo community are open and willing to adhere to restrictions like other sports, and be given the opportunity to
participate in full contact practice and competition, similar to that of our neighboring states and other local high school sports.

Currently we are stuck with no options for participation opportunities for these athletes.  These athletes are students of our
district, but don't have their sport available through their school. These athletes are still Student Athletes, and have chosen a
sport that is outside of their schools Varsity programs. 

I am available and willing to work with you on finding a way to bring this sport back.  Our neighboring states(including
California, Utah, and Arizona) are already allowing full contact water polo.  

I respectfully ask that you reconsider the sport’s classification.

I understand water polo's current classification.  With your guidance, I am hoping to better understand what it would take to
either; 1. Move water polo into a different classification. (I can provide studies and cases on how chlorinated water and the
chlorine gases that float above the water affect the virus) or 2. Keep water polo in its current classification, but allow these
events to proceed with the testing and protocols I have in place. 

As a quick note, I have hosted 5 weekends of water polo events in January and February of 2021 in St. George, UT.  Those
weekends hosted over 1,600 athletes and 110 teams in a safe and responsible manner.  We had each athlete and coach test
no more than 6 days before each weekend, and they had to produce a negative COVID test result.  When arriving at the
event, they all also had to take an onsite rapid test with a negative result before being permitted to compete.  That is 2 tests
within 6 days of the event.

I am hoping to bring these safe and responsible events to my hometown.  

I can share my application and all the protocols we have in place if you wish.  

If this matter needs to be directed to someone else, please let me know.  I am just trying to find a way.  This will be the most
responsible run youth sports event.  This sport is my passion, and I am willing to put in as much effort as is needed to find a
way to make it work. 

I appreciate your time.

Please let me know if you have any questions. 

Thank You, 

--
Mark St. John
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Meagan Werth Ranson

From: Lina 
Sent: Thursday, March 18, 2021 7:37 AM
To: Lina DaPena
Subject: Water Polo

Good morning,  

Water polo needs your help!   Our request to re-classify water polo has been denied.    

You have provided no proof to refute that our sport is unsafe. While at the same time allowing other sports, in the 
same classification as water polo, the ability to play games and host tournaments.    

We are asking for the same consideration and consistency in the decision making process.  

You have allowed hockey, a sport that shares the same classification as water polo to have weekly games and even 
host tournaments.  All this is advertised on their websites.   

We have done everything you have asked and been told NO exceptions can be made unless your sport is 
reclassified by the Governor.  That statement is false as hockey has been given preferential treatment either with or 
without your knowledge.   

We ask that you address and answer these questions. 

1. How is a sport that shares the same prohibited classification as water polo under current guidelines able to
acquire an approval to host a local tournament?  Hockey has been classified by our Governor as a high contact
sport.

2. How is hockey able to advertise they can have games weekly when such is prohibited under current guidelines.

3. How can water polo acquire the same treatment as hockey

4. Can you claim that we are being treated fairly and with equity.

 Our view, based on scientific data, is that water polo has been inaccurately classified as a high risk of transmission 
sport. In fact, since water polo is played in a highly chlorinated environment (which kills the COVID-19 virus), when 
combined with proper on-deck protocols, water polo is safe and represents an extremely low risk of transmission.    

Governor and Task Force, your agenda has made time to allow water parks to open and resort pools.  You have 
made the effort to increase F&B occupancies.  Our city is increasing hotel occupancy and allowing Spring Breakers 
to flood our city.  This is all great news...PLEASE FIND THE TIME FOR US TOO!  Our athletes see their city 
returning to normal and see their peers are able to find options to play their sport.  Please consider water polo 
too.   We ask that you reconsider your position on the classification of water polo and immediately approve our 
request to have our practices return to normal and the ability to host games .   

Thank you for your time. 

Respecfully,  

Lina DaPena  

Lina DaPena 
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Meagan Werth Ranson

From: Manucher Ghaffari 
Sent: Wednesday, March 17, 2021 9:22 PM
To:

Cc: Mark St Johns
Subject: Water Polo in Nevada

Dear Sir/Madam, 
Rocky Mountain Neptunes Water Polo Club based in Boulder, Colorado was looking forward to bringing its 
teams to the Las Vegas/Henderson area for a tournament in April. We have attended several tournaments in 
Utah this past fall and winter. Noone got sick with Covid. In fact, a couple of our players who did not go 
contracted Covid from elsewhere! We support Team Vegas' request below:  

"Water polo needs your help!   Our request to re‐classify water polo has been denied.   

You have provided no proof to refute that our sport is unsafe. While at the same time allowing other sports, in 
the same classification as water polo, the ability to play games and host tournaments.   

We are asking for the same consideration and consistency in the decision making process.  

You have allowed hockey, a sport that shares the same classification as water polo to have weekly games and 
even host tournaments.  All this is advertised on their websites.  

We have done everything you have asked and been told NO exceptions can be made unless your sport is 
reclassified by the Governor.  That statement is false as hockey has been given preferential treatment either 
with or without your knowledge.  

We ask that you address and answer these questions. 

1. How is a sport that shares the same prohibited classification as water polo under current guidelines able to
acquire an approval to host a local tournament?  Hockey has been classified by our Governor as a high contact
sport.

2. How is hockey able to advertise they can have games weekly when such is prohibited under current
guidelines.

3. How can water polo acquire the same treatment as hockey

4. Can you claim that we are being treated fairly and with equity.

 Our view, based on scientific data, is that water polo has been inaccurately classified as a high risk of 
transmission sport. In fact, since water polo is played in a highly chlorinated environment (which kills the 
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COVID‐19 virus), when combined with proper on‐deck protocols, water polo is safe and represents an 
extremely low risk of transmission.   

Governor and Task Force, your agenda has made time to allow water parks to open and resort pools.  You 
have made the effort to increase F&B occupancies.  Our city is increasing hotel occupancy and allowing Spring 
Breakers to flood our city.  This is all great news...PLEASE FIND THE TIME FOR US TOO!  Our athletes see their 
city returning to normal and see their peers are able to find options to play their sport.  Please consider water 
polo too.   We ask that you reconsider your position on the classification of water polo and 
immediately approve our request to have our practices return to normal and the ability to host games .  

Thank you for your time."  

Thank You,  
Manu Ghaffarifar, head coach and founder, 
Rocky Mountain Neptunes Water Polo Club 
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Meagan Werth Ranson

From: Megan Farooqui 
Sent: Thursday, March 18, 2021 7:27 AMTo:

Subject: Equality in Youth Sports-Reclassification of Water Polo

Water polo needs your help!   Our request to re‐classify water polo has been denied.  

You have provided no proof to refute that our sport is unsafe. While at the same time allowing other sports, in the same 
classification as water polo, the ability to play games and host tournaments.   

We are asking for the same consideration and consistency in the decision making process.  

You have allowed hockey, a sport that shares the same classification as water polo to have weekly games and even host 
tournaments.  All this is advertised on their websites.  

We have done everything you have asked and been told NO exceptions can be made unless your sport is reclassified by 
the Governor.  That statement is false as hockey has been given preferential treatment either with or without your 
knowledge.  

We ask that you address and answer these questions. 

1. How is a sport that shares the same prohibited classification as water polo under current guidelines able to acquire an
approval to host a local tournament?  Hockey has been classified by our Governor as a high contact sport.

2. How is hockey able to advertise they can have games weekly when such is prohibited under current guidelines.

3. How can water polo acquire the same treatment as hockey

4. Can you claim that we are being treated fairly and with equity.

 Our view, based on scientific data, is that water polo has been inaccurately classified as a high risk of transmission sport. 
In fact, since water polo is played in a highly chlorinated environment (which kills the COVID‐19 virus), when combined 
with proper on‐deck protocols, water polo is safe and represents an extremely low risk of transmission.   

Governor and Task Force, your agenda has made time to allow water parks to open and resort pools.  You have made 
the effort to increase F&B occupancies.  Our city is increasing hotel occupancy and allowing Spring Breakers to flood our 
city.  This is all great news...PLEASE FIND THE TIME FOR US TOO!  Our athletes see their city returning to normal and see 
their peers are able to find options to play their sport.  Please consider water polo too.   We ask that you reconsider your 
position on the classification of water polo and immediately approve our request to have our practices return to normal 
and the ability to host games .  

Thank you for your time.  

Thank You,  
Megan Farooqui 
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Meagan Werth Ranson

From: Robert Danko 
Sent: Wednesday, March 17, 2021 11:13 AM
To:

Subject: WATERPOLO NEEDS YOUR HELP

Water polo needs your help!   Our request to re-classify water polo has 
been denied.   

You have provided no proof to refute that our sport is unsafe. While at 
the same time allowing other sports, in the same classification as water 
polo, the ability to play games and host tournaments.   

We are asking for the same consideration and consistency in the decision 
making process.  

You have allowed hockey, a sport that shares the same classification as 
water polo to have weekly games and even host tournaments.  All this is 
advertised on their websites.  

We have done everything you have asked and been told NO exceptions 
can be made unless your sport is reclassified by the Governor.  That 
statement is false as hockey has been given preferential treatment either 
with or without your knowledge.  

We ask that you address and answer these questions. 

1. How is a sport that shares the same prohibited classification as water
polo under current guidelines able to acquire an approval to host a local
tournament?  Hockey has been classified by our Governor as a high
contact sport.  No amount of adjustments to game play can eliminate
contact in such a sport.
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2. How is hockey able to advertise they can have games weekly when
such is prohibited under current guidelines.

3. How can water polo acquire the same treatment as hockey

4. Can you claim that we are being treated fairly and with equity.

Our view, based on scientific data, is that water polo has been 
inaccurately classified as a high risk of transmission sport. In fact, since 
water polo is played in a highly chlorinated environment (which kills the 
COVID-19 virus), when combined with proper on-deck protocols, water 
polo is safe and represents an extremely low risk of transmission.   

We ask that you reconsider your position on the classification of water 
polo and immediately approve our request to host games.  

Thank you for your time.  

Thank You,  
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Meagan Werth Ranson

From: Robert Danko 
Sent: Wednesday, March 17, 2021 11:14 AM
To:

Subject: WATERPOLO NEEDS YOUR HELP!!!!!!

Dear Governor, NV Task Force, and Business and Industry Director,   

This email is to implore you to reconsider your stance on reclassifying water polo in order to allow Nevada 
athletes to pursue the sport they love, safely. You and taskforce leaders have been shown our argument and 
supporting data for a safe return to play.  

We cannot help but feel that we are not prioritized when it comes to youth sports.  Is it because we aren't a 
casino?  Maybe we don't know the right “people” or political figure?  Perhaps we don't have a strong lobby or 
money to get noticed.  We are, afterall, just a non‐profit sports team.  However, we are water polo players 
with passion and love for this sport.  We pride ourselves in coaching and teaching all levels of play from 
beginners in splash ball to sending our high school players to division one collegiate teams. 

Sadly, your denial in today's meeting with the Coronavirus Response Director gave us no path to return to 
play.   No proof to refute that our sport is unsafe has been provided and you are allowing other sports, in the 
same classification as water polo, the ability to play games and host tournaments.  We are asking for the same 
consideration and consistency in the decision making process.  

Fact ‐ Hockey is having games weekly and it even says on their website (scroll down to 2021 Schedule).   I have 
seen these games and can send you videos to support my claim.  Look at the first sentence on that page.  It 
says MORE GAMES!  

Fact ‐ Department of Business and Industry has approved an application to host a hockey tournament March 
19‐22.  How is a sport that is classified as prohibited under current guidelines able to acquire such an 
approval?  They are even noted here as being classified as high contact sport (second paragraph).  Dept of B&I 
claims the tournament will not allow "checking" and that is how they were approved.  Is that the only contact 
in hockey?  What about faceoffs?  Defense on the puck?  Fighting for the puck on the boards?  Can they 
guarantee all that will not happen at this tournament? And if it does happen, will the event be 
canceled.  Doesn't sound like hockey if they can't do those things.  Rest assured they will. 

Fact ‐ You mentioned you can't make an exception for a single sport.  This statement is false.  You just 
reclassified Lacrosse and you are allowing hockey games events without reclassification.  

Fact ‐ While I am happy for Lacrosse and Hockey, I have the same passion for my sport as they do.  I hope to 
join them in their path to return to play.  

Please explain to me why you can't approve our request to be able to have contact in our practices and the 
ability to have games while others in the Battle Born State of Nevada are?.  We are soccer, basketball, football, 
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lacrosse, and hockey (all approved) DIPPED IN CHLORINE! Chlorine is a disinfectant that kills the virus! Please 
see our attached supporting documents.  

Attached: 
 Supporting Letter to Reclassify Water Polo
 Protocols for our Event ‐ Testing no more than 6 days before the event and Rapid Test On‐Site before

the teams first game. 
 Reclassification Request

Governor and Task Force, your agenda has made time to allow water parks to open and resort pools.  You 
have made the effort to increase F&B occupancies.  Our city is increasing hotel occupancy and allowing Spring 
Breakers to flood our city.  This is all great news...PLEASE FIND THE TIME FOR US TOO!  Our athletes see 
their city returning to normal and see their peers are able to find options to play their sport.  Please consider 
water polo too.     

I know you will do the right thing as you are for all Nevadans but especially for our kids that are battling so 
many other things such as depression and need this to properly classify our sport. 

Thank You,  

Regards, 

Robert Danko 
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Meagan Werth Ranson

From: Stacey M. Hensley 
Sent: Thursday, March 18, 2021 2:30 AM
To:

Subject: Equality in Youth Sports-Reclassification of Water Polo

To Whom It May Concern: 

Water polo needs your help!   OUR CHILDREN NEED YOUR HELP! The request to re‐classify water polo has been denied. 

You have provided no proof to refute that water polo is unsafe. While at the same time allowing other sports, in the 
same classification as water polo, the ability to play games and host tournaments.   

We are asking for the same consideration and consistency in the decision making process.  

You have allowed hockey, a sport that shares the same classification as water polo to have weekly games and even host 
tournaments.  All this is advertised on their websites.  

We have done everything you have asked and been told NO exceptions can be made unless your sport is reclassified by 
the Governor.  That statement is false as hockey has been given preferential treatment either with or without your 
knowledge.  

We ask that you address and answer these questions. 

1. How is a sport that shares the same prohibited classification as water polo under current guidelines able to acquire an
approval to host a local tournament?  Hockey has been classified by our Governor as a high contact sport.

2. How is hockey able to advertise they can have games weekly when such is prohibited under current guidelines.

3. How can water polo acquire the same treatment as hockey

4. Can you claim that we are being treated fairly and with equity.

Based on scientific data water polo has been inaccurately classified as a high risk of transmission sport. In fact, since 
water polo is played in a highly chlorinated environment (which kills the COVID‐19 virus), when combined with proper 
on‐deck protocols, water polo is safe and represents an extremely low risk of transmission.  Many tournaments have 
been played around the country using safety protocols with success. 

Governor and Task Force, your agenda has made time to allow water parks to open and resort pools.  You have made 
the effort to increase F&B occupancies.  Our city is increasing hotel occupancy and allowing Spring Breakers to flood our 
city.  This is all great news...PLEASE FIND THE TIME FOR US TOO!  Our athletes see their city returning to normal and see 
their peers are able to find options to play their sport.  Please consider water polo too.   We ask that you reconsider your 
position on the classification of water polo and immediately approve our request to have our practices return to normal 
and the ability to host games .  

Thank you for your consideration to this matter of utmost importance  to our children.

Thank you
Stacey Munatones Hensley  
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Meagan Werth Ranson

From: tony.chanove
Sent: Thursday, March 18, 2021 7:18 AM
To:

Subject: Equality in Youth Sports-Reclassification of Water Polo

Water polo needs your help!   Our request to re‐classify water polo has been denied.  

You have provided no proof to refute that our sport is unsafe. While at the same time allowing other sports, in the same 
classification as water polo, the ability to play games and host tournaments.   

We are asking for the same consideration and consistency in the decision making process.  

You have allowed hockey, a sport that shares the same classification as water polo to have weekly games and even host 
tournaments.  All this is advertised on their websites.  

We have done everything you have asked and been told NO exceptions can be made unless your sport is reclassified by 
the Governor.  That statement is false as hockey has been given preferential treatment either with or without your 
knowledge.  

We ask that you address and answer these questions. 

1. How is a sport that shares the same prohibited classification as water polo under current guidelines able to acquire an
approval to host a local tournament?  Hockey has been classified by our Governor as a high contact sport.

2. How is hockey able to advertise they can have games weekly when such is prohibited under current guidelines.

3. How can water polo acquire the same treatment as hockey

4. Can you claim that we are being treated fairly and with equity.

 Our view, based on scientific data, is that water polo has been inaccurately classified as a high risk of transmission sport. 
In fact, since water polo is played in a highly chlorinated environment (which kills the COVID‐19 virus), when combined 
with proper on‐deck protocols, water polo is safe and represents an extremely low risk of transmission.   

Governor and Task Force, your agenda has made time to allow water parks to open and resort pools.  You have made 
the effort to increase F&B occupancies.  Our city is increasing hotel occupancy and allowing Spring Breakers to flood our 
city.  This is all great news...PLEASE FIND THE TIME FOR US TOO!  Our athletes see their city returning to normal and see 
their peers are able to find options to play their sport.  Please consider water polo too.   We ask that you reconsider your 
position on the classification of water polo and immediately approve our request to have our practices return to normal 
and the ability to host games .  

Thank you for your time.  

Thank You,  

Tony Chanove
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Meagan Werth Ranson

From: abigayle dapena 
Sent: Thursday, March 18, 2021 7:54 AM
To: abidapena@gmail.com
Subject: Water Polo

Water polo needs your help!   Our request to re-classify water polo has been denied.    

You have provided no proof to refute that our sport is unsafe. While at the same time allowing other sports, in the 
same classification as water polo, the ability to play games and host tournaments.    

We are asking for the same consideration and consistency in the decision making process.  

You have allowed hockey, a sport that shares the same classification as water polo to have weekly games and even 
host tournaments.  All this is advertised on their websites.   

We have done everything you have asked and been told NO exceptions can be made unless your sport is 
reclassified by the Governor.  That statement is false as hockey has been given preferential treatment either with or 
without your knowledge.   

We ask that you address and answer these questions. 

1. How is a sport that shares the same prohibited classification as water polo under current guidelines able to
acquire an approval to host a local tournament?  Hockey has been classified by our Governor as a high contact
sport.

2. How is hockey able to advertise they can have games weekly when such is prohibited under current guidelines.

3. How can water polo acquire the same treatment as hockey

4. Can you claim that we are being treated fairly and with equity.

 Our view, based on scientific data, is that water polo has been inaccurately classified as a high risk of transmission 
sport. In fact, since water polo is played in a highly chlorinated environment (which kills the COVID-19 virus), when 
combined with proper on-deck protocols, water polo is safe and represents an extremely low risk of transmission.    

Governor and Task Force, your agenda has made time to allow water parks to open and resort pools.  You have 
made the effort to increase F&B occupancies.  Our city is increasing hotel occupancy and allowing Spring Breakers 
to flood our city.  This is all great news...PLEASE FIND THE TIME FOR US TOO!  Our athletes see their city 
returning to normal and see their peers are able to find options to play their sport.  Please consider water polo 
too.   We ask that you reconsider your position on the classification of water polo and immediately approve our 
request to have our practices return to normal and the ability to host games .   

Thank you for your time. 

Respectfully,  
Abi DaPena 
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Meagan Werth Ranson

From: Beth Mundo 
Sent: Thursday, March 18, 2021 9:04 AM
To:
Subject: Water Polo

I'm writing to you all today ahead of your 10:00 meeting discussing allowing the sport of water polo continue within the 
state of Nevada.   

We have been members of the water polo community for over 14 years and are very familiar with the sport while 
recognizing that most outside of California are not that well versed in the sport.   

We believe the committee should reconsider not allowing this sport to continue within Nevada for the following 
reasons. 

Water polo is similar to hockey which is allowed under the current plan to continue with practices and games. Water 
polo follows the same guidelines.  There are even less players around each other than football and soccer WHICH ARE 
ALLOWED TO CONTINUE.   

Water polo is played in chlorinated water that has proven to kill covid‐19.  

The state has allowed pools to open and people to congregate in small groups for months.  We are asking for this same 
fairness.   

Water polo players do not congregate in groups and is a fast paced game similar to hockey which is allowed.  We are 
asking for this same fairness.   

Water polo has limited players in the pool at a time similar to hockey but NOT similar to football or soccer, which are 
allowed.  We are asking for this same fairness.   

All other states have opened up their polo programs except for Nevada which only has one program.  We are asking for 
this same fairness.   

The water polo community has taken every precaution necessary to keep our families safe 

Water polo should NOT be singled out because of unfamiliarity.  Rules should be fair across the board.  

Football, soccer and hockey are all allowed.  Water polo must be allowed as well based on the descriptions set forth by 
the SNHD, the committee and other sports aligned organizations.   
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Meagan Werth Ranson

From: Jerry Weathersby 
Sent: Thursday, March 18, 2021 8:17 AM
To:

Subject: The sport of water polo needs your help!

Our request to re-classify water polo has been denied and we need your help. 

As a former player, coach and parent of water polo players, I understand a lot about playing the sport.  Our view, 
based on scientific data, is that water polo has been inaccurately classified as a high risk of transmission sport. In fact, 
since water polo is played in a highly chlorinated environment (which kills the COVID-19 virus, the players have 
chlorine all over their bodies, in their hair, in their faces in the mouths, nostrils throughout their games in the pool), 
when combined with proper on-deck protocols, water polo is safe and represents an extremely low risk of transmission. 

Below are some links to Water Polo Associations and their views: 
COVID-19 Guidelines - American Water Polo 
https://nfhs.org/media/3812287/2020-nfhs-guidance-for-opening-up-high-school-athletics-and-activities-nfhs-smac-may-15_2020-
final.pdf 
Water polo is the team sport with less risk of COVID-19 infection, study finds :: BIWPA 

Water polo is the team sport with less risk of COVID-
19 infection, study... 
According to a study from the Polytechnic University of Turin 

 

https://usawaterpolo.org/news/2021/3/9/general-usa-water-polo-letter-to-oregon-governor-kate-brown-regarding-water-polo-return-to-
play.aspx 

Please take the time to look, read these above additional resources to reconsider, while other sports, in the same 
classification as water polo are allowed to have the ability to play games and host tournaments. 

We are asking for the same consideration and consistency in the decision making process. 

You have allowed hockey, a sport that shares the same classification as water polo to have weekly games and even host 
tournaments. All this is advertised on their websites. 

We have done everything you have asked and been told NO exceptions can be made unless your sport is reclassified by 
the Governor. That statement is false as hockey has been given preferential treatment either with or without your 
knowledge. 
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We ask that you address and answer these questions. 

1. How is a sport that shares the same prohibited classification as water polo under current guidelines able to acquire
an approval to host a local tournament? Hockey has been classified by our Governor as a high contact sport.

2. How is hockey able to advertise they can have games weekly when such is prohibited under current guidelines.

3. How can water polo acquire the same treatment as hockey

4. Can you claim that we are being treated fairly and with equity.

Governor and Task Force, your agenda has made time to allow water parks to open and resort pools. You have made 
the effort to increase F&B occupancies. Our city is increasing hotel occupancy and allowing Spring Breakers to flood our 
city. This is all great news...PLEASE FIND THE TIME FOR US TOO! Our athletes see their city returning to normal and see 
their peers are able to find options to play their sport. Please consider water polo too. We ask that you reconsider your 
position on the classification of water polo and immediately approve our request to have our practices return to normal 
and the ability to host games . 

Thank you for your time. 

Thank You, 

Jerry Weathersby   

The Lord has not confined me, He has helped define me and set me free 

To help protect you r 
privacy, Micro so ft Office 
prevented au tomatic  
download of this pictu re 
from the Internet.

To help protect you r 
privacy, Micro so ft Office 
prevented au tomatic  
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from the Internet.
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Meagan Werth Ranson

From: Joe Ruzic 
Sent: Thursday, March 18, 2021 8:12 AM
To:

Subject: Equality in Youth Sports- Urgent Request to Reclassify Water Polo in Las Vegas

Importance: High

To Whom It May Concern‐ 

Water Polo needs your help!   Our request to re‐classify water polo has been denied, shocking development.  

You have provided no proof to refute that our sport is unsafe. While at the same time allowing other sports, in the 
same classification as water polo, the ability to play games and host tournaments.   

We are asking for the same consideration and consistency in the decision making process.  

You have allowed hockey, a sport that shares the same classification as water polo to have weekly games and even host 
tournaments.  All this is advertised on their websites.  

We have done everything you have asked and been told NO exceptions can be made unless your sport is reclassified by 
the Governor.  That statement is false as hockey has been given preferential treatment either with or without your 
knowledge.  

We ask that you address and answer these questions. 

1. How is a sport that shares the same prohibited classification as water polo under current guidelines able to acquire an
approval to host a local tournament?  Hockey has been classified by our Governor as a high contact sport.

2. How is hockey able to advertise they can have games weekly when such is prohibited under current guidelines.

3. How can water polo acquire the same treatment as hockey

4. Can you claim that we are being treated fairly and with equity.

 Our view, based on scientific data, is that water polo has been inaccurately classified as a high risk of transmission sport. 
In fact, since water polo is played in a highly chlorinated environment (which kills the COVID‐19 virus), when combined 
with proper on‐deck protocols, water polo is safe and represents an extremely low risk of transmission.   

Governor and Task Force, your agenda has made time to allow water parks to open and resort pools.  You have made 
the effort to increase F&B occupancies.  Our city is increasing hotel occupancy and allowing Spring Breakers to flood our 
city.  This is all great news...PLEASE FIND THE TIME FOR US TOO!  Our athletes see their city returning to normal and see 
their peers are able to find options to play their sport.  Please consider water polo too.   

We ask that you reconsider your position on the classification of water polo and immediately approve our request to 
have our practices return to normal and the ability to host games.  
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Why would you hold kids back after what they have been through?  Why do we need to travel to all surrounding states 
to play? Chlorine has been proven to be a barrier to virus transmission. 

LET THEM PLAY! LET THEM PLAY! LET THEM PLAY! 

Thank you for your time. Looking forward to next steps. 

Joe Ruzic 
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Meagan Werth Ranson

From: Laura Cunningham 
Sent: Thursday, March 18, 2021 9:01 AM
To: Meagan Werth Ranson
Subject: Equality in Youth Sports-Reclassification of Water Polo

To Whom it may concern, 

Water polo needs your help!   Our request to re‐classify water polo has been denied.   

You have provided no proof to refute that our sport is unsafe. While at the same time allowing other sports, in 
the same classification as water polo, the ability to play games and host tournaments.   

We are asking for the same consideration and consistency in the decision making process.  

You have allowed hockey, a sport that shares the same classification as water polo to have weekly games and 
even host tournaments.  All this is advertised on their websites.  

We have done everything you have asked and been told NO exceptions can be made unless your sport is 
reclassified by the Governor.  That statement is false as hockey has been given preferential treatment either 
with or without your knowledge.  

We ask that you address and answer these questions. 

1. How is a sport that shares the same prohibited classification as water polo under current guidelines able to
acquire an approval to host a local tournament?  Hockey has been classified by our Governor as a high contact
sport.

2. How is hockey able to advertise they can have games weekly when such is prohibited under current
guidelines.

3. How can water polo acquire the same treatment as hockey

4. Can you claim that we are being treated fairly and with equity.

 Our view, based on scientific data, is that water polo has been inaccurately classified as a high risk of 
transmission sport. In fact, since water polo is played in a highly chlorinated environment (which kills the 
COVID‐19 virus), when combined with proper on‐deck protocols, water polo is safe and represents an 
extremely low risk of transmission.   

Governor and Task Force, your agenda has made time to allow water parks to open and resort pools.  You 
have made the effort to increase F&B occupancies.  Our city is increasing hotel occupancy and allowing Spring 
Breakers to flood our city.  This is all great news...PLEASE FIND THE TIME FOR US TOO!  Our athletes see their 
city returning to normal and see their peers are able to find options to play their sport.  Please consider water 
polo too.   We ask that you reconsider your position on the classification of water polo and 
immediately approve our request to have our practices return to normal and the ability to host games.
Thank you for your time,
Parent of a Seaside Water Polo athlete  
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Meagan Werth Ranson

From: Marina Sek <
Sent: Thursday, March 18, 2021 8:17 AM
To:

Subject: Equality in Youth Sports-Reclassification of Water Polo

Water polo needs your help!   Our request to re-classify water polo has been denied.    

You have provided no proof to refute that our sport is unsafe. While at the same time allowing other sports, in the 
same classification as water polo, the ability to play games and host tournaments.    

We are asking for the same consideration and consistency in the decision making process.  

You have allowed hockey, a sport that shares the same classification as water polo to have weekly games and even 
host tournaments.  All this is advertised on their websites.   

We have done everything you have asked and been told NO exceptions can be made unless your sport is 
reclassified by the Governor.  That statement is false as hockey has been given preferential treatment either with or 
without your knowledge.   

We ask that you address and answer these questions. 

1. How is a sport that shares the same prohibited classification as water polo under current guidelines able to
acquire an approval to host a local tournament?  Hockey has been classified by our Governor as a high contact
sport.

2. How is hockey able to advertise they can have games weekly when such is prohibited under current guidelines.

3. How can water polo acquire the same treatment as hockey

4. Can you claim that we are being treated fairly and with equity.

 Our view, based on scientific data, is that water polo has been inaccurately classified as a high risk of transmission 
sport. In fact, since water polo is played in a highly chlorinated environment (which kills the COVID-19 virus), when 
combined with proper on-deck protocols, water polo is safe and represents an extremely low risk of transmission.    

Governor and Task Force, your agenda has made time to allow water parks to open and resort pools.  You have 
made the effort to increase F&B occupancies.  Our city is increasing hotel occupancy and allowing Spring Breakers 
to flood our city.  This is all great news...PLEASE FIND THE TIME FOR US TOO!  Our athletes see their city 
returning to normal and see their peers are able to find options to play their sport.  Please consider water polo 
too.   We ask that you reconsider your position on the classification of water polo and immediately approve our 
request to have our practices return to normal and the ability to host games .   

Thank you for your time. 

Best, 

Marina  
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Meagan Werth Ranson

From: Milorad Micha Pavlovic 
Sent: Thursday, March 18, 2021 9:05 AM
Subject: Equality in Youth Sports-Reclassification of Water Polo

Water polo needs your help!   Our request to re-classify water polo has been denied.  

You have provided no proof to refute that our sport is unsafe. While at the same time allowing other sports, in the same 
classification as water polo, the ability to play games and host tournaments.   

We are asking for the same consideration and consistency in the decision making process.  

You have allowed hockey, a sport that shares the same classification as water polo to have weekly games and even host 
tournaments.  All this is advertised on their websites.  

We have done everything you have asked and been told NO exceptions can be made unless your sport is reclassified by 
the Governor.  That statement is false as hockey has been given preferential treatment either with or without your 
knowledge.  

We ask that you address and answer these questions. 

1. How is a sport that shares the same prohibited classification as water polo under current guidelines able to acquire an
approval to host a local tournament?  Hockey has been classified by our Governor as a high contact sport.

2. How is hockey able to advertise they can have games weekly when such is prohibited under current guidelines.

3. How can water polo acquire the same treatment as hockey

4. Can you claim that we are being treated fairly and with equity.

 Our view, based on scientific data, is that water polo has been inaccurately classified as a high risk of transmission sport. 
In fact, since water polo is played in a highly chlorinated environment (which kills the COVID-19 virus), when combined 
with proper on-deck protocols, water polo is safe and represents an extremely low risk of transmission.   

Governor and Task Force, your agenda has made time to allow water parks to open and resort pools.  You have made 
the effort to increase F&B occupancies.  Our city is increasing hotel occupancy and allowing Spring Breakers to flood our 
city..  This is all great news...PLEASE FIND THE TIME FOR US TOO!  Our athletes see their city returning to normal and 
see their peers are able to find options to play their sport.  Please consider water polo too.   We ask that you reconsider 
your position on the classification of water polo and immediately approve our request to have our practices return to 
normal and the ability to host games .  

Thank you for your time. 

Thank You,  

Micha Pavlovic 
Praetorian WPC 
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Meagan Werth Ranson

From: Nick Baba 
Sent: Thursday, March 18, 2021 8:57 AM
To:

Subject: Equality in Youth Sports-Reclassification of Water Polo

Water polo needs your help!   Our request to re‐classify water polo has been denied.  

You have provided no proof to refute that our sport is unsafe. While at the same time allowing other sports, in the same 
classification as water polo, the ability to play games and host tournaments.   

We are asking for the same consideration and consistency in the decision making process.  

You have allowed hockey, a sport that shares the same classification as water polo to have weekly games and even host 
tournaments.  All this is advertised on their websites.  

We have done everything you have asked and been told NO exceptions can be made unless your sport is reclassified by 
the Governor.  That statement is false as hockey has been given preferential treatment either with or without your 
knowledge.  

We ask that you address and answer these questions. 

1. How is a sport that shares the same prohibited classification as water polo under current guidelines able to acquire an
approval to host a local tournament?  Hockey has been classified by our Governor as a high contact sport.

2. How is hockey able to advertise they can have games weekly when such is prohibited under current guidelines.

3. How can water polo acquire the same treatment as hockey

4. Can you claim that we are being treated fairly and with equity.

 Our view, based on scientific data, is that water polo has been inaccurately classified as a high risk of transmission sport. 
In fact, since water polo is played in a highly chlorinated environment (which kills the COVID‐19 virus), when combined 
with proper on‐deck protocols, water polo is safe and represents an extremely low risk of transmission.   

In addition, we have stringent protocols in place for double testing (a test prior to the event within 6 days AND 
ANOTHER ON SITE THE DAY PRIOR TO THE EVENT!). None of the other sports within the same tier for which you are 
allowing competitions does this! 
Youth athletes see professional athletes getting tested and allowed to play, and wonder why not them…? 

Governor and Task Force, your agenda has made time to allow water parks to open and resort pools.  You have made 
the effort to increase F&B occupancies.  Our city is increasing hotel occupancy and allowing Spring Breakers to flood our 
city.  This is all great news...PLEASE FIND THE TIME FOR US TOO!  Our athletes see their city returning to normal and see 
their peers are able to find options to play their sport.  Please consider water polo too.   We ask that you reconsider your 
position on the classification of water polo and immediately approve our request to have our practices return to normal 
and the ability to host games .  
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Please allow at least a test event for us to show you how we do it safely. We can pay for your monitors’ Covid test to be 
on site to evaluate. 
There seems to be no logical reason for you not to allow this, no reason in science and no reason in data. Plus you are 
allowing other sports who operate with less or no covid protocols to compete. This is simply unequitable to say the 
least, and can be considered prejudiced! 

Thank you for your timely consideration! 

To help pr
privacy, M
prevented 
download 
from the In
Avast logo

This email has been checked for viruses by Avast antivirus software. 
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Meagan Werth Ranson

From: Steven Munatones 
Sent: Thursday, March 18, 2021 8:11 AM
To: Meagan Werth Ranson
Subject: Chlorinated environments = physicians' offices, hospitals and pools

I agree 100% with the state's mandated policies that are necessary to get through this COVID‐19 pandemic: 
mask wearing, social distancing, and quarantining.  

But the fear of transmitting COVID‐19 in outdoor chlorinated pools is not based on facts or science. 

I know the State and you cannot grant exceptions to rules.  All Americans must be treated equally and fairly.   

However, I think the concept of exceptions should be viewed differently.   

Every hospital, medical clinic and other establishments open to the public use disinfectants ‐ including bleach ‐ 
to prevent the spread of COVID‐19.  So the widely accepted policy is to use liquid bleach ‐ otherwise known as 
chlorine ‐ to disinfect and clean these areas.  That is, a location without bleach needs to be cleaned with 
liquid chlorine. 

A pool, of course, does not fall into that category.  Pools are an chlorinated environment.  In a pool, our skin, 
our hair, every orifice is bathed with chlorine.  The exception to this rule are football fields, basketball courts, 
gyms, fitness clubs, restaurants, casinos, and yes, doctors' offices.  Those players and individuals are not 
bathed in liquid bleach. 

When it comes to chlorinated environments ‐ the safest possible place to be in a pandemic ‐ the pool is the 
rule.  That is, dryland environments are the exception.   

Scientists, physicians, virologists and epidemiologists ‐ when pushed ‐ agree of the following: 

1. Chlorinated water kills pathogens.
2. The humidity over a pool's surface makes it hard for airborne pathogens to be disseminated in the same
manner as in non‐aquatic, low‐humidity environments.
3. Chlorine gas traces above the pool water has a disinfectant action.
4. If a virus were in the air above the water and it did land on a swimmer or player's face or arms, as soon as
they put their face or arms back in the water, the chlorine would render the virus immediately harmless.

And most importantly, these same well‐educated, intelligent professionals use liquid bleach to clean their own 
offices, clinics and research laboratories.   

In summary, I strongly believe that if we honestly follow the science, we will conclude that playing water polo 
in a chlorinated environment is not only safe, but it is also the safest place to be in a pandemic.   

For this reason, I urge the State to reclassify the game of water polo and allow games to be played.  It is 
safe.  It is good.  It is right.  Thank you very much for your consideration. 



2

Steven Munatones, CEO & Co‐founder 
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Meagan Werth Ranson

From: Anna Marie Binder 
Sent: Wednesday, March 17, 2021 10:36 PM
To: PressRoom Nevada Health Response
Subject: Basketball petition 

On top of the over 900 signatures for baseball, here’s one for over 1100 for basketball.  

Anna Binder  

Sent from my iPhone 
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Meagan Werth Ranson

From: Eric Bauman 
Sent: Wednesday, March 17, 2021 2:51 PM
To: PressRoom Nevada Health Response
Subject: FW: Youth Sports
Attachments: 2021-02-19 Minute Order granting TRO.PDF; Settlement Agreement and Release Client 

approved.pdf; 2021-02-16 3 Monica Gandhi Dec.pdf

Eric Bauman 
Owner 
Las Vegas Basketball Center 

Youth Sports 

1. Attached is the minute order from the California State Court, San Diego County, granting a temporary restraining
order “allowing Petitioners or other youth in the County to participate in high school or youth sports as long as
the follow the same or similar COVID‐19 protocols imposed for competition in professional and/or collegiate
sports within the County.” Is Governor Sisolak really going to force businesses that have been closed by his
orders for a year to spend the additional resources to file a similar lawsuit here in Nevada?

2. Attached is the settlement agreement from the same case, which attaches an updated policy that allows “youth
in the County to participate in high school or youth sports as long as the follow the same or similar COVID‐19
protocols imposed for competition in professional and/or collegiate sports within the County.” The settlement
attaches a New Guidance (March Update) that is also available here:
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/COVID‐19/outdoor‐indoor‐recreational‐sports.aspx If
Governor Newsom can agree to this, is there any reason that Governor Sisolak cannot as well?  

3. Attached is a declaration from Dr. Gandhi, MD from Harvard, currently Professor of Medicine at UCSF, and her
writings on immunology, AIDS and COVID. She states to a reasonable degree of medical certainty that the rate of
virus transmission in high school sports is equal to or less than that observed in Major League Baseball and
National Football League studies. If we are letting science guide our response to COVID, isn’t this science
sufficient?
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DEC. OF MONICA GANDHI IN SUPPORT OF PLAINTIFFS’ EX PARTE APPLICATION FOR TRO  –  
Case No. 37-2021-00004087-CU-CR-NC  

STEPHEN C. GREBING, State Bar No. 178046 

sgrebing@wingertlaw.com 

IAN R. FRIEDMAN, State Bar No. 292390 

ifriedman@wingertlaw.com 

WINGERT GREBING BRUBAKER & JUSKIE LLP 

One America Plaza, Suite 1200 

600 West Broadway 

San Diego, CA 92101 

(619) 232-8151; Fax (619) 232-4665 

 

Attorneys for Plaintiffs NICHOLAS GARDINERA 

and CAMERON WOOLSEY 

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
 

FOR THE COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO - NORTH COUNTY DIVISION 

 

NICHOLAS GARDINERA, by and through his 
Guardian Ad Litem MARLON GARDINERA, 
and CAMERON WOOLSEY, by and through his 
Guardian Ad Litem RICHARD WOOLSEY, 
 
 Plaintiffs/Petitioners, 
 
 vs. 
 
COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO, a governmental 
agency; WILMA J. WOOTEN, in her official 
capacity as Public Health Officer, County of San 
Diego; GOVERNOR GAVIN NEWSOM, in his  
official capacity as the Governor of the State of 
California; the CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT 
OF PUBLIC HEALTH, a department of the  
State of California; and DOES 1 through 100,  
inclusive,  
 
                                   Defendants/Respondents. 
 

Case No.: 37-2021-00004087-CU-CR-NC  
 
DECLARATION OF MONICA GANDHI 
IN SUPPORT OF PLAINTIFFS’ EX 
PARTE APPLICATION AND 
SUPPORTING MEMORANDUM OF 
POINTS AND AUTHORITIES IN 
SUPPORT OF APPLICATION FOR 
TEMPORARY RESTRAINING ORDER 
 
IMAGED FILE 
 
Date: 02/17/2021 
Time: 8:30 a.m. 
Dept: N-28 
Judge: Earl H. Maas, III 
 
Action Filed: 01/28/2021 
Trial Date: Not set 

 
I, Monica Gandhi, MD, MPH, declare as follows: 

1. I am over 18 years old. I am a professor of medicine and infectious disease physician at 

the University of California, San Francisco. I have volunteered to testify as an expert witness in 

support of Plaintiffs’ ex parte application for a Temporary Restraining Order and for an order 

requiring Defendants COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO, WILMA J. WOOTEN, GOVERNOR GAVIN 

NEWSOM, and the CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH (collectively 

“Defendants”) to show cause why a preliminary injunction should not issue pending a trial. 

mailto:sgrebing@wingertlaw.com
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DEC. OF MONICA GANDHI IN SUPPORT OF PLAINTIFFS’ EX PARTE APPLICATION FOR TRO  –  
Case No. 37-2021-00004087-CU-CR-NC  

2. I am currently a Professor of Medicine and the Associate Division Chief (Clinical 

Operations/ Education) of the Division of HIV, Infectious Diseases, and Global Medicine at 

University of California, San Francisco (“UCSF”)/San Francisco General Hospital (“SFGH”). I also 

serve as the medical director of the HIV Clinic at SFGH.  

3. I completed my M.D. at Harvard Medical School and then came to UCSF in 1996 for 

residency training in Internal Medicine. After residency, I completed a fellowship in Infectious 

Diseases and a postdoctoral fellowship at the Center for AIDS Prevention Studies, both at UCSF. I 

also obtained a Masters in Public Health from the University of California, Berkeley in 2001 with a 

focus on Epidemiology and Biostatistics. 

4. My current research program focuses on identifying low-cost solutions to measuring 

antiretroviral levels in resource-poor settings, such as determining drug levels in hair samples. I also 

work on pre-exposure prophylaxis and treatment strategies for HIV infection in women. I am also the 

director of the Center for AIDS Research (CFAR) at UCSF and have an interest at UCSF in HIV 

education and mentorship, serving as the Associate Director of the UCSF ID FEllowship 

5. In my current position as Professor of Medicine and the Associate Division Chief at 

UCSF/SFGH, I have also written, or worked with a team of researchers to write, multiple articles on 

the current COVID-19 pandemic. Specifically: 

a. Masks Reduce Viral Inoculum of SARS-CoV2, J Gen Intern Med., published 

January 22, 2021. Gandhi M, Beyrer C, and Goosby E. 

b. COVID-19 Susceptibility and Outcomes Among People Living With HIV in San 

Francisco, J Acquir Immune Defic Syndr, January 1, 2021; 86(1):19-21. Sachdev 

D, Mara E, Hsu L, Scheer S, Rutherford G, Enanoria W, Gandhi M. 

c. The Interplay between HIV and COVID-19: Summary of the Data and Responses 

to Date, Curr Opin HIV AIDS, January 2021; 16(1):63-73. Brown LB, Spinelli 

MA, Gandhi M. 

d. Disproportionate Burden of COVID-19 on Latinx Residents among Hospitalized 

Patients at San Francisco’s Public Health Hospital. Open Forum Infectious 

Diseases, December 31, 2020; 7(Suppl 1):s292-s292. Vivek Jain, Lillian B Brown, 
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Carina Marquez, Luis Rubio, Natasha Spottiswoode, Bethlehem Churnet, 

Katherine Brooks, Mengyu Zhou, Timothy Muldoon, Carolyn Hendrickson, 

Adithya Cattamanchi, Antonio Gomez, Brian Haas, Edwin Charlebois, Annie 

Luetkemeyer, Annie Luetkemeyer, Monica Gandhi, Diane Havlir, Sumant Ranji, 

Lisa Gail Winston. 

e. Viral Suppression not Decreased During COVID-19 Among People with HIV and 

Unstable Housing Enrolled in a Low-Barrier Clinic-Based Program (POP-UP), 

AIDS. December 9, 2020. Hickey MD, Imbert E, Glidden DV, Rosario JBD, 

Chong M, Clemenzi-Allen A, Oskarsson J, Riley ED, Gandhi M, Havlir DV. 

f. Viral suppression rates in a safety-net HIV clinic in San Francisco destabilized 

during COVID-19, AIDS, December 1, 2020; 34(15):2328-2331. Spinelli MA, 

Hickey MD, Glidden DV, Nguyen JQ, Oskarsson JJ, Havlir D, Gandhi M. 

g. Evaluation of a Novel Community-Based COVID-19 ‘Test-to-Care’ Model for 

Low-Income Populations, PLoS One, 2020; 15(10):e0239400. Kerkhoff AD, 

Sachdev D, Mizany S, Rojas S, Gandhi M, Peng J, Black D, Jones D, Rojas S, 

Jacobo J, Tulier-Laiwa V, Petersen M, Martinez J, Chamie G, Havlir DV, Marquez 

C. 

h. Facial Masking for Covid-19 - Potential for “Variolation” as We Await a Vaccine, 

N Engl J Med, October 29, 2020; 383(18):e101. Gandhi M, Rutherford GW. 

i. COVID-19 and HIV Spotlight the U.S. Imperative for Permanent Affordable 

Housing, Clin Infect Dis, September 5, 2020, Riley ED, Hickey MD, Imbert E, 

Clemenzi-Allen AA, Gandhi M.  

j. Operationalizing HIV Cure-Related Trials with Analytic Treatment Interruptions 

During the SARS-Cov-2 Pandemic: a Collaborative Approach, Clin Infect Dis, 

August, 25, 2020, Peluso MJ, Dee L, Shao S, Taylor J, Campbell D, Collins S, 

Gandhi M, Johnston R, Deeks SG, Sauceda JA, Dubé K. 

k. SARS-CoV-2 Community Transmission disproportionately affects Latinx 

population during Shelter-in-Place in San Francisco, Clin Infect Dis, August 21, 
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2020, Chamie G, Marquez C, Crawford E, Peng J, Petersen M, Schwab D, Schwab 

J, Martinez J, Es DJ, Black D, Gandhi M, Kerkhoff AD, Jain V, Sergi F, Jacobo J, 

Rojas S, Tulier-Laiwa V, Gallardo-Brown T, Appa A, Chiu C, Rodgers M, Hackett 

J, Kistler A, Hao S, Kamm J, Dynerman D, Batson J, Greenhouse B, DeRisi J, 

Havlir DV. 

l. Masks Do More Than Protect Others During COVID-19: Reducing the Inoculum 

of SARS-CoV-2 to Protect the Wearer, J Gen Intern Med, October 2020; 

35(10):3063-3066. Gandhi M, Beyrer C, Goosby E. 

m. SARS-CoV-2 Community Transmission During Shelter-in-Place in San Francisco, 

medRxiv, June 17, 2020; 2020.06.15.20132233. Gabriel Chamie, Carina Marquez, 

Emily Crawford, James Peng, Maya Petersen, Daniel Schwab, Joshua Schwab, 

Jackie Martinez, Diane Jones, Douglas Black, Monica Gandhi, Andrew D. 

Kerkhoff, Vivek Jain, Francesco Sergi, Jon Jacobo, Susana Rojas, Valerie Tulier-

Laiwa, Tracy Gallardo-Brown, Ayesha Appa, Charles Y Chiu, Mary Rodgers, John 

Hackett, Amy Kistler, Samantha Hao, Jack Kamm, David Dynerman, Joshua 

Batson, Bryan Greenhouse, Joe DeRisi, Diane V. Havlir. 

n. Screening for Covid-19 in Skilled Nursing Facilities, Reply, N Engl J Med. July 9, 

2020; 383(2):192-193. Gandhi M, Yokoe DS, Havlir DV. 

o. A COVID-19 conference at AIDS 2020: Virtual, Lancet, May 23, 2020; 

395(10237):1598-1599. Pozniak A, Bekker LG, Kamarulzaman A, Gandhi M, 

Horton R, Das P, Beyrer C. 

p. Asymptomatic Transmission, the Achilles’ Heel of Current Strategies to Control 

Covid-19, N Engl J Med, May 28, 2020; 382(22):2158-2160. Gandhi M, Yokoe 

DS, Havlir DV. 

q. The Time for Universal Masking of the Public for Coronavirus Disease 2019 Is 

Now, Open Forum Infect Dis, April 2020; 7(4):ofaa131. Gandhi M, Havlir D. 

/// 

/// 
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6. Based on my research and my reliance on reliable private, public and government 

research on the COVID-19 pandemic, it is my medical opinion that mitigation procedures for 

COVID-19 (e.g. masking indoors, ventilation outdoors, distancing) are highly effective at preventing 

COVID-19 transmission. 

7. All three non-pharmaceutical interventions are not necessary to be applied to 

maximum force, meaning, there is a “complementary non-pharmaceutical intervention” triangle where 

– if one intervention is applied more (e.g. outside), the others can be less (e.g. distance, masks)- 

Spinelli M. Lancet ID 2021. 

8. Well-done studies, including the Centers for Disease Control (“CDC”) studies regarding 

Major League Baseball1 and the National Football League2 have shown the safety of sports, such as 

football and baseball, when mitigation measures are assiduously applied. 

/// 

/// 

 

1 Exhibit 5 to the accompanying declaration of Ian R. Friedman. 
2 Exhibit 6 to the accompanying declaration of Ian R. Friedman 

The Complementary Non-Pharmaceutical Interventions Triangle 

Masks 

Ventilation 
Host susceptibility 

legend: Three points of the non-phormoceutical interventions to combat COVID-19 are complementary. As one decreases, the 
other can compensate. So with less distancing, double masking (or higher fit/filtration masks) for adults keep them safe. 
With more ventilation (e.g. outdoors), the mask can be less fitted; Host susceptibility plays role in strength of NP/ required 
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9. High school data has not been as carefully documented although a recent pre-print study 

from researchers at the University of Wisconsin utilized surveys of high school athletic directors to 

describe COVID-19 incidence in different sports from 991 schools including over 152,484 athletes in 

the fall of 2020; incidence was lower for outside (rate ratio [IRR]=0.54, 95% CI=0.49-0.60) and non-

contact (IRR=0.78 [0.70-0.87]) sports. That pre-print study concluded “[i]n this nationwide survey of 

US high school athletic directors representing 152,484 athletes, lower COVID-19 incidence was 

independently associated with participation in outdoor versus indoor and non-contact versus contact 

sports, but not team versus individual sports. Face mask use was associated with decreased COVID-19 

incidence among indoor sports, and may be protective among outdoor sports with prolonged close 

contact between participants.” A true and correct copy of this pre-print study which I relied on for this 

statement is attached hereto as Exhibit A. 

10. It is my medical opinion that based on the above, that to a reasonable degree of medical 

certainty, we would expect the rate of virus transmission in high school sports to be equal to or less 

than that observed by the CDC in the Major League Baseball and National Football League studies. 

This is because the transmission characteristics of the sports are the same whether the sport is being 

played by adolescents, high school aged persons, college-aged persons, or professionals.  

11. It is my medical opinion virus transmission could potentially be even lower among high 

school age athletes because government data has observed a lower rate of COVID-19 transmission in 

that population when compared to even slightly older cohorts. 

12. The mental health effects of prolonged school and sports closures for children and 

young adults have also been well documented. Continued isolation and detachment pose a serious risk 

to our children and is something that must be accounted for when making any decisions on health and 

safety protocols applicable to anyone under the age of 18. 

/// 

/// 

/// 

/// 

/// 
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13. Because appropriate mitigation measures followed by college and professional sports 

dramatically reduced and/or eliminated the spread of COVID-19 during competition, it is my medical 

opinion high school sports could and should be opened immediately with the same safety precautions 

in place. 

I certify and declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the 

foregoing is true and correct of my own personal knowledge and that this Declaration was executed in 

San Francisco, California on February 16, 2021. 

  
 
 
 
  

Monica Gandhi, MD, MPH 
 

 

MGandhi
Placed Image
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The Association of COVID-19 Incidence with Sport and Face Mask
Use in United States High School Athletes

Andrew M. Watson, Kristin Haraldsdottir, Kevin Biese, Leslie Goodavish, Bethany Stevens, Timothy McGuine

doi: https://doi.org/10.1101/2021.01.19.21250116

This article is a preprint and has not been peer-reviewed [what does this mean?]. It reports new
medical research that has yet to be evaluated and so should not be used to guide clinical
practice.

Abstract Full Text Info/History Metrics

 Preview PDF

ABSTRACT

Purpose To evaluate the influence of sport characteristics and face mask use on COVID-19

incidence among high school athletes.

Methods Surveys were distributed to high school athletic directors throughout the United States

regarding sport re-initiation, COVID-19 cases, and risk reduction procedures in fall 2020.

Separate mixed effects Poisson regression models were developed to evaluate the associations

between reported COVID-19 incidence and 1) sport characteristics (contact/non-contact,

individual/team, indoor/outdoor) and 2) face mask use while playing (yes/no).

Results 991 schools had restarted fall sports, representing 152,484 athletes on 5,854 teams. 2,565

cases of COVID-19 were reported, representing a case rate of 1,682 cases per 100,000 athletes and

an incidence rate of 24.6 cases per 100,000 player-days. COVID-19 incidence was lower among

outdoor versus indoor sports (incidence rate ratio [IRR]=0.54, 95% CI=0.49-0.60, p<0.001) and non-
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contact versus contact sports (IRR=0.78 [0.70-0.87], p<0.001), but not team versus individual sports

(IRR=0.96 [0.84-1.1], p=0.49). Face mask use was associated with a decreased incidence in girls’

volleyball (IRR=0.53 [0.37-0.73], p<0.001), boys’ basketball (IRR=0.53 [0.33-0.83], p=0.008) and

girls’ basketball (IRR=0.36 [0.19-0.63], p<0.001), and approached statistical significance in football

(IRR=0.79 [0.59-1.04], p=0.10) and cheer/dance (IRR=0.75 [0.53-1.03], p=0.081).

Conclusions In this nationwide survey of US high school athletic directors representing 152,484

athletes, lower COVID-19 incidence was independently associated with participation in outdoor

versus indoor and non-contact versus contact sports, but not team versus individual sports. Face

mask use was associated with decreased COVID-19 incidence among indoor sports, and may be

protective among outdoor sports with prolonged close contact between participants.

INTRODUCTION

In an effort to control the spread of the coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) in spring 2020,

restrictions were placed on virtually all facets of American society, including the cancellation of

school and interscholastic athletics. Early research suggests that school and sport cancellations

during the initial months of the COVID-19 pandemic were associated with significant decreases in

physical activity and worsening of depressive symptoms in children and athletes.  It has been

projected that prolonged restriction could contribute significantly to long-term increases in obesity

and mental health disorders.  In a nationwide survey of over 13,000 adolescent athletes in May

2020, 37% reported moderate to severe symptoms of anxiety and 40% reported moderate to severe

symptoms of depression.  Together these results suggest that isolation and physical inactivity

during COVID-19 restrictions may represent a significant threat to physical and mental health in

children and adolescents.

Nonetheless, efforts to promote the benefits of youth sports participation are necessarily balanced

against the potential risk of COVID-19 transmission. While high school sports have restarted in

many areas of the United States, they remain shut down in other areas, with a lack of specific

evidence to guide decision-making. A number of organizations have developed risk reduction

protocols in an attempt to mitigate the spread of COVID-19 among youth sport participants, but it is

widely recognized that there is very little prior research within sport environments to guide these

decisions.  The available evidence has been limited to case reports in adult recreational

athletes, media reports of infections among adults and adolescents associated with interscholastic

athletics, and a single evaluation of youth soccer in a small-group, physically-distanced

setting.
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Organizations have also attempted to classify sports in terms of the risk of COVID-19 transmission

during participation. These recommendations are based on a number of characteristics but differ

between organizations, as evidence derived from sport contexts is lacking.  In fact, we are

aware of no research which has evaluated the relative risks of COVID-19 among athletes between

different sports or between sport characteristics such as indoor versus outdoor, individual versus

team or contact versus non-contact.

Similarly, the recommendations regarding face mask use during sport participation differ between

public health organizations, and the American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) recently changed its

recommendation to encourage their use among youth athletes during most sport contexts.

Although there is general consensus among the scientific community that face mask use in

community settings can reduce transmission of COVID-19, there is no evidence specifically within

youth sport environments regarding their efficacy, and whether any benefit differs between sports

or sport characteristics. Therefore, the purpose of this study was to determine the associations

between COVID-19 risk and specific sports, sport characteristics, and face mask use among US high

school athletes.

METHODS

Study Design

All procedures performed in this study were approved by the Institutional Review Board of the

University of Wisconsin-Madison. In collaboration with the National Federation of State High School

Associations (NFHS), surveys were distributed to all state high school athletic associations in the

United States between November 1, 2020 and November 3, 2020. Among states in which fall high

school athletics had restarted, surveys were forwarded on to the athletic directors of high schools

within the state. In addition to school name and location, athletic directors were asked whether they

had restarted participation in sports since the initial COVID-19 restrictions in the spring of 2020.

Those schools who reported reinitiating sports were asked to provide the specific sports and the

date of restarting, number of athletes, number of practices and games, number of COVID-19 cases

among athletes, and reported sources of infection (if known) within each sport during the months of

August, September and October 2020. Schools were asked about their type of instruction during the

fall (virtual, in-person) and what restarted sports were using face masks for players while playing.

Schools were included if they had any sport that had restarted participation during August,

September or October 2020.

Statistical Analysis

1,11,12,17
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Data were initially evaluated using descriptive statistics, including estimates of central tendency

(mean, median) and variability (standard deviation, interquartile range, range) for continuous

variables, and counts and percentages for categorical variables. Case rates were expressed as the

number of reported cases per 100,000 players (cases / total number of players * 100,000) overall

and for each sport. Duration of participation for each sport at each school was determined as the

difference in days between the date of restarting and October 31, 2020 and player-days was

determined as the product of the number of participating players and duration. Incidence rates were

expressed as the number of reported cases per 100,000 player-days (cases / total number of player-

days * 100,000) overall and for each sport, with confidence intervals calculated using an exact

method.

In addition, the number of cases, total population, case rate and incidence rate during August,

September, and October were determined for each state in which a respondent high school was

located, from publicly available online information aggregated from the US Centers for Disease

Control and local health authorities.  In order to determine whether background state COVID-19

rates were associated with reported COVID-19 rates among high school athletes, the total number of

athletes and COVID-19 cases were aggregated by state. For those states with >100 athletes, the

relationship between COVID-19 case rates among high school athletes and the general population

were evaluated with a linear regression model weighted for the number of players from each state.

For those sports with data from 50 or more schools, the relative risk of each sport was evaluated

using a mixed effects Poisson regression model to predict the number of COVID-19 cases for each

team with local incidence, instructional delivery type (in-person, virtual), and sport as fixed effects,

school as a random effect, and the log of player-days as an offset, yielding an incidence rate ratio

(IRR) with Soccer – Boys as the reference (since it represented the median unadjusted incidence rate

and is typically considered a moderate risk sport). To evaluate the independent relationships

between COVID-19 cases and sport characteristics, a mixed effects Poisson regression model was

developed to predict the number of cases with local incidence, instructional delivery type, sport

location (indoor, outdoor), sport contact (contact, non-contact), and sport type (individual, team) as

fixed effects, school as a random effect and the log of player-days as an offset including data from

all sports reported. The specific sports that were reported and their respective characteristics are

shown in Supplemental Table 1.

Table 1.

The association of reported face mask use with COVID-19 incidence within each sport characteristic among US high school athletes during fall
2020.
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To evaluate the association between overall COVID-19 incidence and reported face mask use, a

mixed effects Poisson regression model was developed to predict the number of cases for each

team, with local incidence, instructional delivery type, and face mask use (yes/no) as fixed effects,

school as a random effect and the log of player-days as an offset. Similar, separate models were

developed for each sport characteristic (indoor, outdoor, contact, non-contact, individual, team) and

each specific sport with greater than 40 reported cases. Within each of these sports, incidence rates

and 95% confidence intervals were calculated within each sport for those teams reporting face mask

use or not and compared descriptively. Swimming was excluded from the face mask analyses.

Coefficients from Poisson models were exponentiated to represent IRRs for binary variables and

Wald confidence intervals were generated. Significance level was determined a priori at the 0.05

level and all tests were 2-tailed. All statistical analyses were performed in R.

RESULTS

1,508 schools submitted survey responses, of which 991schools had restarted a fall sport. These

schools represented 152,484 student-athletes on 5,854 teams that had participated in 159,947

practices and 48,582 games. Eight hundred eighty-nine (89.7%) respondent schools reported

utilizing in-person instruction during the fall of 2020. Among the schools that had restarted

participation, 2,565 cases of COVID-19 were reported, yielding a case rate of 1,682 cases per

100,000 athletes and an incidence rate of 24.6 (95% CI = 23.7-25.6) cases per 100,000 player-days.

Of the cases with a reported, known source, 870 (55%) were attributed to household contact

followed by community contact outside sport or school (516, 32%), school contact (115, 7.3%), sport

contact (69, 4.3%) and other (24, 1.5%). For those sports with greater than 50 participating schools,

the unadjusted COVID-19 incidence rate ranged from 10.4 (Tennis – Boys) to 52.0 cases per

100,000 player-days (Basketball - Girls), as shown in Figure 1 (full data for all sports is available in

Supplementary Table 2).

Table 2.

The association of reported face mask use with COVID-19 incidence within each sport among US high school athletes during fall 2020.
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Figure 1.

Unadjusted incidence rates of COVID-19 among United States high school sports during fall 2020. Incidence rate is shown as reported cases
per 100,000 player-days for those sports with greater than 50 schools reporting re-initiation.

When aggregated by state, the overall COVID-19 case rates for athletes were highly correlated with

the case rates for their respective state’s general population (β = 1.09 ± 0.16, r = 0.81, p < 0.001;

see Figure 2). The COVID-19 IRRs for specific sports, adjusted for state COVID-19 incidence,

instruction delivery type and school repeated measures are shown in Figure 3. After adjusting for

state COVID-19 incidence and school instruction type, reported COVID-19 incidence among high

school athletes was significantly and independently lower among outdoor versus indoor sports

(IRR=0.54 [0.49-0.60], p<0.001) and non-contact versus contact sports (0.78 [0.70-0.87], p<0.001),

while no association was identified with respect to team versus individual sports (0.96 [0.84-1.1],

p=0.49).
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Figure 2.

Reported COVID-19 case rates for high school athletes and the general population of their respective states during the fall of 2020. Size of
points scaled to number of players from each state and dashed line represents a line of equality. Solid line and shaded area represent regression
line and 95% confidence interval from linear model weighted for number of players from each state. r = correlation coefficient.
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Figure 3.

COVID-19 incidence rate ratios during fall 2020 for United States high school sports, adjusted for local (state) COVID-19 incidence,
instructional delivery type and repeated measures from the same school. Includes those sports with greater than 50 schools reporting
participation, with Soccer – Boys as reference. *p<0.05.

284 schools (28%) reported face mask use by players while playing certain sports, representing

1,677 (28.6%) of all teams participating during the study period. Overall, teams reporting face mask

use did not have a lower incidence of COVID-19 among players (IRR = 0.94 [95% CI = 0.75-1.16],

p=0.55). However, COVID-19 incidence was lower with face mask use among players participating in

indoor sports (Table 1). For those sports with greater than 40 reported cases, differences in COVID-

19 incidence between teams with and without face mask use within each sport are shown in Figure

4. Finally, face mask use was associated with a decreased COVID-19 incidence in girls’ volleyball,

girls’ basketball, and boys’ basketball, and approached significance in football and cheer/dance, but

no association was identified in other sports (Table 2).
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Figure 4.

Unadjusted COVID-19 incidence rates reported among US athletes in the fall 2020, comparing teams with or without reported face mask use,
within each sport.

DISCUSSION

These findings suggest that the incidence of COVID-19 among US high school athletes in the fall of

2020 differs between sports and sport characteristics. Although only a small proportion of the cases

with a reported source were attributed to sport contact, indoor location and contact were

independently associated with an increased incidence rate of COVID-19. This is the first evidence we

are aware of that has been derived specifically from a high school sport context, but it is in

agreement with prior research and recommendations from various public health organizations that

have suggested that COVID-19 is most likely to be transmitted between individuals in close

proximity for prolonged periods, and may be more easily transmissible indoors than outdoors.

Specifically, sport participation indoors versus outdoors appeared to have the strongest influence on

COVID-19 incidence within our represented group of athletes, while contact had an independent, yet

weaker relationship. We did not find an independent association between COVID-19 incidence and
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team versus individual sport participation, suggesting that this effect is minimal after accounting for

the influences of location and contact.

Public health organizations and sport governing bodies have attempted to classify sports based on

expected risk of COVID-19 transmission,  although we are aware of no prior evidence that

has evaluated these within sport environments. With respect to the risk categories offered for high

school athletics by NFHS,  our findings are in agreement with the suggestion that outdoor, non-

contact sports have the lowest COVID-19 incidence. These data also align with the suggestion that

sports with close, sustained contact may carry a relatively increased risk, but suggest that indoor

location may have the strongest influence on COVID-19 risk. However, it should be noted that

wrestling demonstrated an intermediate risk despite being an indoor sport with prolonged, close

contact between participants. It is unclear why this would be the case, although the sample size

within this sport was relatively small and consequently the confidence intervals were relatively wide,

making it difficult to classify the risk associated with this specific sport with confidence.

It should be recognized that not all sports reported participation during the same timeframe and

may therefore have had differing background COVID-19 incidence during their respective seasons.

Nationwide COVID-19 cases decreased through August and were relatively stable during September,

but began increasing in October.  Although we tried to account for differences in local COVID-19

disease burden within our adjusted models by including state COVID-19 rates during the fall

months, we cannot exclude the possibility that the higher incidence among traditional winter sports

may be partly due to higher local COVID-19 incidence later in the study period when these sports

began participation.

We found that face mask use was associated with a decreased incidence of COVID-19 among specific

sports. In general, those sports with the highest incidence of COVID-19 were also found to have the

greatest benefit from reported face mask use. Specifically, COVID-19 incidence was lower among

indoor sports in which face masks were reportedly used when evaluated collectively, but this was

also true within volleyball, girls’ basketball, and boys’ basketball when evaluated individually.

Importantly, reported COVID-19 incidence among indoor team sports (volleyball, basketball) when

using face masks appeared comparable to the incidence among outdoor team sports, suggesting

that the increased risk associated with being indoors may be reduced considerably by face mask

use. Face mask use also appeared to be associated with a decreased COVID-19 incidence in football

and cheer/dance, although this did not reach statistical significance. This may be attributable to the

relatively small proportion of the teams in these sports that reported face mask use, and a larger

sample of teams using face masks in these sports may have revealed a significant association.

1,11,12,17
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While face mask use was not found to be associated with COVID-19 incidence among other outdoor

contact sports, “contact” as a sport characteristic surely exist along a continuum with respect to the

time spent in close proximity to other players. The risk of COVID-19 transmission likely varies

between sports with brief contact and relatively little time spent within close proximity to others, to

sports with prolonged periods of close contact that constitute an increased likelihood of sufficient

exposure for COVID-19 transmission between participants. This supports the suggestion that

although face mask use did not appear to have a large effect within sports like soccer, it may still be

protective in an outdoor sport with sustained close contact.

Face mask use in the community has been widely recommended by public health agencies but

remains a contentious issue within the public at large. Within sports, recommendations differ

between organizations, and recently the AAP revised their recommendations regarding face mask

use in youth sports, suggesting that they be used in most sports contexts when it is safe to do so.

These differences likely represent the fact that there has been no primary evidence regarding the

utility of face masks to reduce COVID-19 transmission during sport participation. While we cannot

directly evaluate the true transmission rate within the data available, our findings nonetheless

suggest that face masks may have a meaningful influence on COVID-19 risk among indoor sports

and outdoor sports with sustained close contact, but less influence among outdoor sports with less

time spent in close proximity to other players.

Although we were unable to identify publicly available, state-specific, adolescent case rates during

the fall months for many of the represented states within our sample, we nonetheless identified a

strong relationship between reported COVID-19 case rates in our high school athletes and the

COVID-19 case rates among the general population in their respective states. In addition, the

majority of cases with a reported source were attributed to household and community contact with a

much smaller proportion attributed to school or sport contact. This may suggest that COVID-19

incidence among adolescent athletes is largely reflective of background COVID-19 rates within their

community. The overwhelming majority of schools reported in-person instruction, making it difficult

to fully evaluate the role of in-person school instruction in COVID-19 incidence among high school

athletes. Nonetheless, we included school instruction type within our adjusted models in order to

account for the potential confounding role this could play in comparing different groups.

Importantly, it should be recognized that this study cannot comment on the incidence or

transmission risk of COVID-19 among attendees at high school sporting events such as fans,

coaches, staff, and spectators. While this risk remains undefined, it nonetheless represents a

potential contribution to community COVID-19 spread and risk mitigation procedures should

continue to be prioritized to not only protect athletes but also to help reduce the risk of infection

among attendees.
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This study has several limitations. The information is self-reported by the athletic directors of each

school and cannot be directly verified through medical records or another independent source.

Local, state-level daily COVID-19 case data was often not available for adolescents or children, so

our adjusted models could only account for the population-level background incidence from each

state. Nonetheless, we found that reported case rates from our sample and the case rates from the

state general populations were highly related. As mentioned above, the incidence of COVID-19 was

likely not stable throughout the fall in many areas, and those sports that initiated play during

periods of increased local incidence (winter sports in October, for example) may be biased toward a

higher incidence that is not directly attributable to the sport itself. Reported sources of infection

were provided by the schools themselves and not through formal contact tracing by local health

authorities. We cannot directly account for the possibility of transmission between players that went

unidentified. Finally, while this data represents information regarding a large number of male and

female high school athletes from a nationwide sample, it may not be generalizable to other

populations.

In conclusion, this study suggests that certain high school sports and sport characteristics may have

a greater relative risk of COVID-19 and that face mask use may help reduce the risk of COVID-19

among adolescent athletes in sports with higher risk. Specifically, indoor sports appear to have a

greater risk of COVID-19 infection among participants, while outdoor, non-contact sports have the

lowest risk. However, face mask utilization was associated with a significantly decreased incidence

of COVID-19 in indoor sports, and this appeared to mitigate a large portion of the increased risk.

Given the general lack of information regarding COVID-19 risk among youth sport participants, this

information may help guide decision-making to reduce the risk of COVID-19 transmission, while

facilitating the wide-ranging physical and mental health benefits of sport participation.

Data Availability

Data is available upon reasonable request.
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SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA, 
COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO 

NORTH COUNTY 

MINUTE ORDER 

DATE: 02/19/2021 TIME: 04:42:00 PM DEPT: N-28 
JUDICIAL OFFICER PRESIDING: Earl H. Maas, 111 
CLERK: Esperanza Fernandez 
REPORTER/ERM: Not Reported 
BAILIFF/COURT ATTENDANT: 

CASE NO: 37-2021-00004087-CU-CR-NC CASE !NIT.DATE: 01/28/2021 
CASE TITLE: Gardinera vs County of San Diego [IMAGED] 
CASE CATEGORY: Civil - Unlimited CASE TYPE: Civil Rights 

EVENT TYPE: Ex Parte 

APPEARANCES 

The Court having taken the above-entitled matter under submission on February 19, 2021, and having 
fully considered the arguments of all parties, both written and oral, as well as the evidence presented, 
now rules as follows: 

This matter came regularly for hearing in D28 of the above entitled court, in consideration of Petitioners 
Application for a Temporary Restraining Order precluding Respondents from enforcing orders that 
prevent Plaintiffs, or other youth in the County of San Diego from being allowed to participate in high 
school or youth sports under the same or similar COVID-19 protocols allowing for competition in 
professional and/or collegiate sports. For the reasons set forth below, the Temporary Restraining Order 
is granted. An Order to Show Cause why a Preliminary Injunction should not be issued on the same 
grounds shall be heard on 3/5/21 at 2:30pm. 

The first question posed to the Court is whether the Petitioners are similarly situated to the collegiate 
and professional players of the same sports. While there are obvious differences in size and age, the 
Court focuses on the similarities of the risks of the game (related to COVID) and the risks to the 
community. Respondents argue that because there are fewer professional and collegiate teams, the 
risks to the community are lower in allowing them to play sports. Were this the test, the government 
could single out any group for preferential treatment. This argument is unpersuasive. Respondents also 
argue, alleging common sense, that older athletes are more mature. This Court is not persuaded that is 
accurate, and in any event, no persuasive evidence was presented to support this contention. 
The persuasive evidence is provided by Dr. Gandhi, MD from Harvard, currently Professor of Medicine 
at UCSF, and her writings on immunology, AIDS and COVID. She states to a reasonable degree of 
medical certainty, the rate of virus transmission in high school sports is equal to or less than that 
observed in Major League Baseball and National Football League studies. Indeed, Respondents own 
evidence, while secondary and derivative (Respondents provided no declaration from .any, expert) 
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CASE TITLE: Gardinera vs County of San Diego 
[IMAGED] 

CASE NO: 37-2021-00004087-CU-CR-NC 

supports that less than 10% of COVI D cases in the US have been among children ages 5-17 years. 
Children are less likely to develop severe illness or die from COVID and are less commonly infected with 
SARS-COV-2 than adults (Respondents Exhibit A). 
Youth being similarly situated, or even less likely to contract COVID, the analysis then turns to whether 
there was a rational basis to distinguish between professional, college and youth sports. This Court 
finds, based upon the evidence submitted for this hearing, that there is not. The Game is the same, the 
risk of spread is similar, the youth are already practicing, and with School closures or limitations on 
attendance, youth are isolated. 

The Court then turns to the issue of irreparable harm. While adults may minimize the importance of 
youth sports, our youth do not. Dr. Gahndhi states that the "Continued isolation and detachment pose a 
serious risk to our children and is something that must be accounted for ... ". The respondents provided 
no persuasive evidence in opposition to Dr. Gahndhi's declaration and the Court is persuaded that at this 
stage, more than half way through the school year (and the final school year for many) the continued 
prohibition on competitive sports will cause irreparable harm to the Petitioners. 

Numerous arguments were raised regarding the status of State wide orders and changes to high school 
sports anticipated during the next week. However, competent evidence was not provided to the Court in 
this regard, and the Court declines to anticipate what the Respondents "may" do in the coming week. 
These issues can be more fully presented at the Preliminary Injunction hearing. 

The Court therefore grants the TRO as prayed allowing Petitioners or other youth in the County to 
participate in high school or youth sports as long as the follow the same or similar COVID-19 protocols 
imposed for competition in professional and/or collegiate sports within the County. 

IT IS SO ORDERED 
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Meagan Werth Ranson

From: Katrina R. Printup 
Sent: Wednesday, March 17, 2021 11:59 AM
To: PressRoom Nevada Health Response
Cc: St. John Mark
Subject: Water Polo needs your support

Greetings Governor, NV Task Force, and Business and Industry Director,  

As a parent of a water polo player I am respectfully imploring you to reconsider your stance on reclassifying water polo 
in order to allow Nevada athletes to pursue the sport they love. 

We hear time and again how the pandemic has negatively impacted our kids mental health. I can attest to this fact. My 
son is a Junior in high school and became severely depressed. The isolation impacting him to the point of requiring 
medical attention.  

Junior year in high school is a critical time for colleges to select their players. My son saw that slipping away and with 
your denial it will be nearly impossible for him to be competitive and play his beloved sport in college. You are ensuring 
that he continues down the path of depression. This is sport has been a godsend to our family.  

We tried baseball, football, soccer, swimming... you name it ... all to no avail, until water polo. This team has changed 
everything for us. Amazing coaching, exercise and friendships that will last a lifetime. 

When I took my son to his doctor and asked if he should go to practice the answer was a resounding yes. There was no 
concern about contracting covid. In fact, it would be critical to his success in overcoming depression. 

I cannot help but feel that we are not prioritized when it comes to youth sports. Why aren’t we in high schools? Why 
can’t we host tournaments and get the same support as mainstream sports? 

I would argue that the unconventional sports are MORE critical than mainstream because they attract the kids who 
didn’t or don’t fit in. They are more welcoming and supportive than the other sports. I know from experience, if a kid 
takes longer to show interest in sports or is not coordinated, they are not allowed to play on mainstream teams. Kids 
have to start at age 3 or 4 or they don’t get to play. That is NOT the case with water polo. Mainstream sport kids get 
trapped into a sport that may not be able to get out of, they don’t see an alternative. Water polo is that perfect 
alternative. 

Maybe we don't know the right “people” or political figure? Perhaps we don't have a strong lobby or money to get 
noticed. We are, afterall, just a non‐profit sports team.  

Do you realize your denial with the Coronavirus Response Director gave us no path to return to play. No proof to refute 
that our sport is unsafe has been provided and you are allowing other sports, in the same classification as water polo, 
the ability to play games and host tournaments. We are asking for the same consideration and consistency in the 
decision making process.  

Fact ‐ Hockey is having games weekly and it even says on their website. 
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Fact ‐ Department of Business and Industry has approved an application to host a hockey tournament March 19‐22. How 
is a sport that is classified as prohibited under current guidelines able to acquire such an approval? They are even 
noted here as being classified as high contact sport (second paragraph).  

Fact ‐ You mentioned you can't make an exception for a single sport. This statement is false. You just reclassified 
Lacrosse and you are allowing hockey games events without reclassification.  

Please explain to me why you can't approve our request to be able to have contact in our practices and the ability to 
have games while others in the Battle Born State of Nevada are? 

Governor and Task Force, your agenda has made time to allow water parks to open and resort pools. You have made the 
effort to increase F&B occupancies. Our city is increasing hotel occupancy and allowing Spring Breakers to flood our city. 
This is all great news...PLEASE FIND THE TIME FOR US TOO! Our athletes see their city returning to normal and see their 
peers are able to find options to play their sport. Please consider water polo too.  

My child is missing the opportunity to play in college and be competitive because of YOUR decision. He is missing to 
opportunity to get doctor prescribed exercise to help his depression.  

I know you will do the right thing as you are for all Nevadans but especially for our kids that are battling so many other 
things such as depression and need this to properly classify our sport. 

Thank You,  

Katrina Printup 
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Meagan Werth Ranson

From: MamaKelly 
Sent: Thursday, March 18, 2021 9:40 AM
To:

Subject: Equity in Youth Sports-Reclassification of Water Polo

Good Morning, 

Water polo needs your help!   Our request to re-classify water polo has been denied.   

You have provided no proof to refute that our sport is unsafe. While at the same time allowing other sports, in the 
same classification as water polo, the ability to play games and host tournaments.   

We are asking for the same consideration and consistency in the decision making process. 

You have allowed hockey, a sport that shares the same classification as water polo to have weekly games and even 
host tournaments.  All this is advertised on their websites.  

We have done everything you have asked and been told NO exceptions can be made unless your sport is 
reclassified by the Governor.  That statement is false as hockey has been given preferential treatment either with or 
without your knowledge.  

We ask that you address and answer these questions. 

1. How is a sport that shares the same prohibited classification as water polo under current guidelines able to
acquire an approval to host a local tournament?  Hockey has been classified by our Governor as a high contact
sport.

2. How is hockey able to advertise they can have games weekly when such is prohibited under current guidelines.

3. How can water polo acquire the same treatment as hockey

4. Can you claim that we are being treated fairly and with equity.

 Our view, based on scientific data, is that water polo has been inaccurately classified as a high risk of transmission 
sport. In fact, since water polo is played in a highly chlorinated environment (which kills the COVID-19 virus), when 
combined with proper on-deck protocols, water polo is safe and represents an extremely low risk of transmission.   

Governor and Task Force, your agenda has made time to allow water parks to open and resort pools.  You have 
made the effort to increase F&B occupancies.  Our city is increasing hotel occupancy and allowing Spring Breakers 
to flood our city.  This is all great news...PLEASE FIND THE TIME FOR US TOO!  Our athletes see their city 
returning to normal and see their peers are able to find options to play their sport.  Please consider water polo 
too.   We ask that you reconsider your position on the classification of water polo and immediately approve our 
request to have our practices return to normal and the ability to host games .  

Thank you for your time. 
Kelly Anderson 
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Meagan Werth Ranson

From: Kimberley
Sent: Wednesday, March 17, 2021 12:22 PM
To: PressRoom Nevada Health Response
Subject: 3/18 public comment 
Attachments: ATT00001.txt

Attached please find a letter from a Henderson high school senior who will be playing basketball in college. Here is his 
plea for basketball hoops in the outdoor parks because he has NOWHERE to play. I will also like to mention that our class 
of 2021 did not end their junior year and have had their ENTIRE senior year taken from them at the hands of our state 
“rules”. This is now an equity issue when you are prohibiting parks and req from those who cannot afford travel sports 
or use of facilities. Thank you.  
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Settlement Agreement and Release (37-2021-00004087-CU-CR-NC)  
 

XAVIER BECERRA 
Attorney General of California 
MAUREEN ONYEAGBAKO 
Supervising Deputy Attorney General 
DARIN L. WESSEL, STATE BAR NO. 176220 
JENNIFER C. ADDAMS, STATE BAR NO. 209355 
Deputy Attorneys General  

600 West Broadway, Suite 1800 
San Diego, CA 92101 
P.O. Box 85266 
San Diego, CA 92186-5266 
Telephone:  (619) 738-9125 
Fax:  (619) 645-2012 
E-mail:  Darin.Wessel@doj.ca.gov 

Attorneys for Defendants Gavin Newsom, in his 
official capacity as Governor of the State of 
California, and the California Department of Public 
Health 

Exempt from filing fees  
(Gov’t Code, § 6103) 

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO — NORTH COUNTY DIVISION 

NICHOLAS GARDINERA, et al., 

Plaintiffs, 

v. 

COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO, et al, 

Defendants. 

Case No. 37-2021-00004087-CU-CR-NC 

SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT AND 
RELEASE 

Dept:   N-28  
Judge:  Hon Earl H. Maas, III   
Trial Date: Not Set 
Action Filed: January 28, 2021 

 
 

This Settlement Agreement and Release (Agreement) is executed by and between Nicholas 

Gardinera, by and through his Guardian Ad Litem Marlon Gardinera, and Cameron Woolsey, by 

and through his Guardian Ad Litem Richard Woolsey (collectively Plaintiffs), and Defendants 

County of San Diego, a governmental agency; Wilma J. Wooten, in her official capacity as Public 

Health Officer, County of San Diego (County Defendants); Gavin Newsom, in his official 

capacity as Governor of the State of California; and the California Department of Public Health 

(State Defendants) (collectively Defendants), and is effective as of March 4, 2021.  
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Settlement Agreement and Release (37-2021-00004087-CU-CR-NC)  
 

RECITALS 

WHEREAS, This Agreement arises out of Plaintiffs’ complaint filed on January 28, 2021, 

in San Diego County Superior Court, North County Division, Case No. 37-2021-00004087-CU-

CR-NC, asserting claims under the Equal Protection Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment of the 

United States Constitution, and Article 1, Section 7 of the California Constitution, and seeking a 

writ of mandamus (Code Civ. Proc., § 1085) (the “Action”);   

WHEREAS, the Plaintiffs and State Defendants participated in settlement discussions and 

negotiations with the goal of resolving this Action for all named parties; and 

WHEREAS, the Plaintiffs and State Defendants seek to provide clarity to all Californians 

and provide a path forward that would allow additional youth sports to resume competition if they 

are able to employ the rigorous safety protocols applicable to collegiate sports, and resolve this 

Action.   

NOW, THEREFORE, the parties memorialize their Agreement with the promises, 

covenants and conditions set forth below: 

AGREEMENT 

1. Plaintiffs agree to dismiss this Action with prejudice. 

2. Plaintiffs and Defendants agree to bear their own respective attorney’s fees and 

costs. 

3. The State Defendants agree to, and have issued, the attached March 4, 2021, 

update to the New Guidance (March Update).  The March Update allows, in pertinent part, youth 

sports that would not otherwise be permitted to resume competition due to their county’s tier 

under the Blueprint for a Safer Economy, to resume competition (including contact practice) as 

long as the mandatory enhanced COVID-19 safety protocols from the portion of the guidelines 

for Institutions of Higher Learning applicable to collegiate athletics are employed, as required by 

the March Update. 

4. This Agreement does not prevent the State Defendants from issuing any further or 

other guidance as they may deem necessary to protect the public health. 
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Settlement Agreement and Release (37-2021-00004087-CU-CR-NC)  
 

5. This Agreement does not prevent any County Public Health Officer from issuing 

county specific public health orders that may impose greater restrictions than required by the 

State Public Health Orders and guidance. 

6. This Agreement does not require any school, league, team, or organization to 

resume competition, should they find that they cannot provide and/or satisfy the enhanced 

protections required under the New Guidance and March Update, or otherwise determine not to 

resume competition.  

7. This Agreement does not prevent the Plaintiffs from challenging any future State 

Public Health Orders or guidance, or separate public health orders issued by any county. 

8. Defendants specifically deny and in no way admit to any of the Plaintiffs’ 

allegations by entering into this agreement. 

9. The parties to this Agreement knowingly and voluntarily enter into this 

Agreement, in the total absence of mistake, duress, coercion, undue influence, or fraud. 

10. The undersigned warrant that they have authority to agree to the terms of this 

Agreement on behalf of the respective parties. 

11. This Agreement may be executed in counterparts.  Facsimile, digital, and/or “wet” 

signatures and scans of “wet” signatures shall have the same validity as an original signature for 

all purposes. 

12. The Parties agree that any provisions of Evidence Code sections 1115-1128 

notwithstanding, this Agreement may be enforced by either party by a motion under Code of 

Civil Procedure section 664.6 or by any other procedure permitted by law in the Superior Court of 

the State of California for the County of San Diego.  The Parties also understand, agree and 

stipulate this Agreement may be used as evidence of the settlement and the terms thereof. 
 
      PLAINTIFFS: 
 
 
     By:                             ___________    
      MARLON GARDINERA, as Guardian Ad  

Litem for Plaintiff NICHOLAS GARDINERA 
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Settlement Agreement and Release (37-2021-00004087-CU-CR-NC)  
 

     By: __________________________________________  
      RICHARD WOOLSEY, as Guardian Ad Litem 
      for Plaintiff CAMERON WOOLSEY 
 
 
      DEFENDANTS: 
 
 
 
     By:                               

COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO, a governmental 
agency; WILMA J. WOOTEN, in her official 
capacity as Public Health Officer, County of  
San Diego 
 
 

 
 
     By:                                

David Sapp, for GAVIN NEWSOM, in his official 
capacity as the Governor of the State of California 
 
 
 
 

 
 
     By:                                

_____________________, for the CALIFORNIA 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH 
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Settlement Agreement and Release (37-2021-00004087-CU-CR-NC)  
 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
 
     WINGERT GREBING BRUBAKER & JUSKIE LLP 
 
 
                                    
     Stephen C. Grebing 

Ian R. Friedman 
Attorneys for Plaintiffs NICHOLAS GARDINERA, by and 
through his Guardian Ad Litem MARLON GARDINERA, and 
CAMERON WOOLSEY, by and through his Guardian Ad 
Litem RICHARD WOOLSEY 

 
 
 
     OFFICE OF COUNTY COUNSEL 
 
 
 
                                                                                      

John P. Cooley 
Senior Deputy County Counsel  
Attorneys for Defendants County of San Diego, a 
governmental agency; Wilma J. Wooten, in her official 
capacity as Public Health Officer, County of San Diego; 

 

 
 
Dated:  March 5, 2021 
 

XAVIER BECERRA 
Attorney General of California 
MAUREEN ONYEAGBAKO 
Supervising Deputy Attorney General 
 
 

 
DARIN L. WESSEL 
JENNIFER C. ADDAMS 
Deputy Attorneys General 
Attorneys for Defendants Gavin Newsom, in his official 
capacity as Governor of the State of California, and the 
California Department of Public Health 
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Meagan Werth Ranson

From: Steve Childs 
Sent: Thursday, March 18, 2021 9:32 AM
To:
Cc:

Subject: Please help Water Polo!

Water polo needs your help! Our request to re-classify water polo has been denied. You have provided no 
proof to refute that our sport is unsafe. While at the same time allowing other sports, in the same 
classification as water polo, the ability to play games and host tournaments. We are asking for the same 
consideration and consistency in the decision making process. You have allowed hockey, a sport that 
shares the same classification as water polo to have weekly games and even host tournaments. All this is 
advertised on their websites. We have done everything you have asked and been told NO exceptions can 
be made unless your sport is reclassified by the Governor. That statement is false as hockey has been 
given preferential treatment either with or without your knowledge. We ask that you address and answer 
these questions. 1. How is a sport that shares the same prohibited classification as water polo under 
current guidelines able to acquire an approval to host a local tournament? Hockey has been classified by 
our Governor as a high contact sport. 2. How is hockey able to advertise they can have games weekly 
when such is prohibited under current guidelines. 3. How can water polo acquire the same treatment as 
hockey 4. Can you claim that we are being treated fairly and with equity. Our view, based on scientific 
data, is that water polo has been inaccurately classified as a high risk of transmission sport. In fact, since 
water polo is played in a highly chlorinated environment (which kills the COVID-19 virus), when combined 
with proper on-deck protocols, water polo is safe and represents an extremely low risk of transmission. 
Governor and Task Force, your agenda has made time to allow water parks to open and resort pools. You 
have made the effort to increase F&B occupancies. Our city is increasing hotel occupancy and allowing 
Spring Breakers to flood our city. This is all great news...PLEASE FIND THE TIME FOR US TOO! Our athletes 
see their city returning to normal and see their peers are able to find options to play their sport. Please 
consider water polo too. We ask that you reconsider your position on the classification of water polo and 
immediately approve our request to have our practices return to normal and the ability to host games . 
Thank you for your time. Thank You!
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Meagan Werth Ranson

From: Thanh Le <longnhi3380@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, March 18, 2021 9:43 AM
To: steve@stevesisolak.com
Cc: info@stevesisolak.com; PressRoom Nevada Health Response; Caleb Cage; Meagan Werth Ranson; 

Terry Reynolds; COVID19 Plans; Victoria Carreon; Press Governor's Office; news@news3lv.com; 
newsdesk@8newsnow.com; desk@fox5vegas.com; desk@ktnv.com; contact@thenvindy.com

Subject: Save Water Polo!

Water polo needs your help! Our request to re-classify water polo has been denied. You have provided no 
proof to refute that our sport is unsafe. While at the same time allowing other sports, in the same 
classification as water polo, the ability to play games and host tournaments. We are asking for the same 
consideration and consistency in the decision making process. You have allowed hockey, a sport that 
shares the same classification as water polo to have weekly games and even host tournaments. All this is 
advertised on their websites. We have done everything you have asked and been told NO exceptions can 
be made unless your sport is reclassified by the Governor. That statement is false as hockey has been 
given preferential treatment either with or without your knowledge. We ask that you address and answer 
these questions. 1. How is a sport that shares the same prohibited classification as water polo under 
current guidelines able to acquire an approval to host a local tournament? Hockey has been classified by 
our Governor as a high contact sport. 2. How is hockey able to advertise they can have games weekly 
when such is prohibited under current guidelines. 3. How can water polo acquire the same treatment as 
hockey 4. Can you claim that we are being treated fairly and with equity. Our view, based on scientific 
data, is that water polo has been inaccurately classified as a high risk of transmission sport. In fact, since 
water polo is played in a highly chlorinated environment (which kills the COVID-19 virus), when combined 
with proper on-deck protocols, water polo is safe and represents an extremely low risk of transmission. 
Governor and Task Force, your agenda has made time to allow water parks to open and resort pools. You 
have made the effort to increase F&B occupancies. Our city is increasing hotel occupancy and allowing 
Spring Breakers to flood our city. This is all great news...PLEASE FIND THE TIME FOR US TOO! Our athletes 
see their city returning to normal and see their peers are able to find options to play their sport. Please 
consider water polo too. We ask that you reconsider your position on the classification of water polo and 
immediately approve our request to have our practices return to normal and the ability to host games . 
Thank you for your time. Thank You! 
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Meagan Werth Ranson

From: Debra Greenway 
Sent: Thursday, March 18, 2021 9:54 AM
To:

Subject: Equality in Youth Sports-Reclassification of Water Polo

Water polo needs your help!   Our request to re-classify water polo has been denied.   

You have provided no proof to refute that our sport is unsafe. While at the same time allowing other sports, in the same 
classification as water polo, the ability to play games and host tournaments.   

We are asking for the same consideration and consistency in the decision making process.  

You have allowed hockey, a sport that shares the same classification as water polo to have weekly games and even host 
tournaments.  All this is advertised on their websites.  

We have done everything you have asked and been told NO exceptions can be made unless your sport is reclassified by 
the Governor.  That statement is false as hockey has been given preferential treatment either with or without your 
knowledge.  

We ask that you address and answer these questions. 

1. How is a sport that shares the same prohibited classification as water polo under current guidelines able to acquire an
approval to host a local tournament?  Hockey has been classified by our Governor as a high contact sport.

2. How is hockey able to advertise they can have games weekly when such is prohibited under current guidelines.

3. How can water polo acquire the same treatment as hockey

4. Can you claim that we are being treated fairly and with equity.

 Our view, based on scientific data, is that water polo has been inaccurately classified as a high risk of transmission sport. 
In fact, since water polo is played in a highly chlorinated environment (which kills the COVID-19 virus), when combined 
with proper on-deck protocols, water polo is safe and represents an extremely low risk of transmission.   

Governor and Task Force, your agenda has made time to allow water parks to open and resort pools.  You have made 
the effort to increase F&B occupancies.  Our city is increasing hotel occupancy and allowing Spring Breakers to flood our 
city.  This is all great news...PLEASE FIND THE TIME FOR US TOO!  Our athletes see their city returning to normal and 
see their peers are able to find options to play their sport.  Please consider water polo too.   We ask that you reconsider 
your position on the classification of water polo and immediately approve our request to have our practices return to 
normal and the ability to host games .  

Thank you for your time. 

Thank You,  
Debra Greenway 
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Meagan Werth Ranson

From: Desiree Amariei 
Sent: Thursday, March 18, 2021 9:54 AM
To:

Subject: Equality in Youth Sports-Reclassification of Water Polo

Water polo needs your help!   Our request to re-classify water polo has been denied.   

You have provided no proof to refute that our sport is unsafe. While at the same time allowing other sports, in the same 
classification as water polo, the ability to play games and host tournaments.   

We are asking for the same consideration and consistency in the decision making process.  

You have allowed hockey, a sport that shares the same classification as water polo to have weekly games and even host 
tournaments.  All this is advertised on their websites.  

We have done everything you have asked and been told NO exceptions can be made unless your sport is reclassified by 
the Governor.  That statement is false as hockey has been given preferential treatment either with or without your 
knowledge.  

We ask that you address and answer these questions. 

1. How is a sport that shares the same prohibited classification as water polo under current guidelines able to acquire an
approval to host a local tournament?  Hockey has been classified by our Governor as a high contact sport.

2. How is hockey able to advertise they can have games weekly when such is prohibited under current guidelines.

3. How can water polo acquire the same treatment as hockey

4. Can you claim that we are being treated fairly and with equity.

 Our view, based on scientific data, is that water polo has been inaccurately classified as a high risk of transmission sport. 
In fact, since water polo is played in a highly chlorinated environment (which kills the COVID-19 virus), when combined 
with proper on-deck protocols, water polo is safe and represents an extremely low risk of transmission.   

Governor and Task Force, your agenda has made time to allow water parks to open and resort pools.  You have made 
the effort to increase F&B occupancies.  Our city is increasing hotel occupancy and allowing Spring Breakers to flood our 
city.  This is all great news...PLEASE FIND THE TIME FOR US TOO!  Our athletes see their city returning to normal and 
see their peers are able to find options to play their sport.  Please consider water polo too.   We ask that you reconsider 
your position on the classification of water polo and immediately approve our request to have our practices return to 
normal and the ability to host games .  

Thank you for your time. 

Thank You,  

Desiree Amariei 
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Meagan Werth Ranson

From: Jason Gall <bakersfieldwp@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, March 18, 2021 9:49 AM
To: steve@stevesisolak.com; info@stevesisolak.com; PressRoom Nevada Health Response; Caleb Cage; 

Meagan Werth Ranson; Terry Reynolds; COVID19 Plans; Victoria Carreon; news@news3lv.com; Press 
Governor's Office; newsdesk@8newsnow.com; desk@fox5vegas.com; desk@ktnv.com; 
contact@thenvindy.com

Subject: Equality in Youth Sports-Reclassification of Water Polo

 
 
Water polo needs your help!   Our request to re‐classify water polo has been denied.   
 
You have provided no proof to refute that our sport is unsafe. While at the same time allowing other sports, in the same 
classification as water polo, the ability to play games and host tournaments.   
 
We are asking for the same consideration and consistency in the decision making process.  
 
You have allowed hockey, a sport that shares the same classification as water polo to have weekly games and even host 
tournaments.  All this is advertised on their websites.  
 
We have done everything you have asked and been told NO exceptions can be made unless your sport is reclassified by 
the Governor.  That statement is false as hockey has been given preferential treatment either with or without your 
knowledge.  
 
We ask that you address and answer these questions. 
 
1. How is a sport that shares the same prohibited classification as water polo under current guidelines able to acquire an 
approval to host a local tournament?  Hockey has been classified by our Governor as a high contact sport.   
 
2. How is hockey able to advertise they can have games weekly when such is prohibited under current guidelines.  
 
3. How can water polo acquire the same treatment as hockey 
 
4. Can you claim that we are being treated fairly and with equity.   
 
 Our view, based on scientific data, is that water polo has been inaccurately classified as a high risk of transmission sport. 
In fact, since water polo is played in a highly chlorinated environment (which kills the COVID‐19 virus), when combined 
with proper on‐deck protocols, water polo is safe and represents an extremely low risk of transmission.   
 
Governor and Task Force, your agenda has made time to allow water parks to open and resort pools.  You have made 
the effort to increase F&B occupancies.  Our city is increasing hotel occupancy and allowing Spring Breakers to flood our 
city.  This is all great news...PLEASE FIND THE TIME FOR US TOO!  Our athletes see their city returning to normal and see 
their peers are able to find options to play their sport.  Please consider water polo too.   We ask that you reconsider your 
position on the classification of water polo and immediately approve our request to have our practices return to normal 
and the ability to host games .  
 
Thank you for your time.  
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Thank You,  
 
 
Jason Gall 
Head Coach/Director 
Bakersfield Water Polo and Swim Club 
www.bakersfieldwaterpolo.com 
 

To help protect you r priv acy, Microsoft Office prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.
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Meagan Werth Ranson

From: Nikki Wartian <nikkiwartian@yahoo.com>
Sent: Thursday, March 18, 2021 9:49 AM
To: steve@stevesisolak.com; info@stevesisolak.com; PressRoom Nevada Health Response; Caleb Cage; 

Meagan Werth Ranson; Terry Reynolds; COVID19 Plans; Victoria Carreon; Press Governor's Office; 
news@news3lv.com; newsdesk@8newsnow.com; desk@fox5vegas.com; desk@ktnv.com; 
contact@thenvindy.com

Subject: Let Them Play - Reclassify Water Polo

Governor and Task Force,  
 
Water polo needs your help! Our request to re‐classify water polo has been denied.   
 
You have provided no proof to refute that our sport is unsafe. While at the same time allowing other sports, in the same 
classification as water polo, the ability to play games and host tournaments.   
 
We are asking for the same consideration and consistency in the decision making process.  
 
You have allowed hockey, a sport that shares the same classification as water polo to have weekly games and even host 
tournaments.  All this is advertised on their websites.  
 
We have done everything you have asked and been told NO exceptions can be made unless your sport is reclassified by 
the Governor.  That statement is false as hockey has been given preferential treatment either with or without your 
knowledge.  
 
We ask that you address and answer these questions. 
 
1. How is a sport that shares the same prohibited classification as water polo under current guidelines able to acquire an 
approval to host a local tournament?  Hockey has been classified by our Governor as a high contact sport.   
 
2. How is hockey able to advertise they can have games weekly when such is prohibited under current guidelines? 
 
3. How can water polo acquire the same treatment as hockey? 
 
4. Can you claim that we are being treated fairly and with equity? 
 
 Our view, based on scientific data, is that water polo has been inaccurately classified as a high risk of transmission sport. 
In fact, since water polo is played in a highly chlorinated environment (which kills the COVID‐19 virus), when combined 
with proper on‐deck protocols, water polo is safe and represents an extremely low risk of transmission.   
 
Governor and Task Force, your agenda has made time to allow water parks to open and resort pools.  You have made 
the effort to increase F&B occupancies.  Our city is increasing hotel occupancy and allowing Spring Breakers to flood our 
city.  This is all great news...PLEASE FIND THE TIME FOR US TOO!  Our athletes see their city returning to normal and see 
their peers are able to find options to play their sport.  Please consider water polo too.   We ask that you reconsider your 
position on the classification of water polo and immediately approve our request to have our practices return to normal 
and the ability to host games. 
 
Thank you for your time.  
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Meagan Werth Ranson

From: Steve Riches 
Sent: Thursday, March 18, 2021 9:51 AM
To:

Subject: Equality in Youth Sports-Reclassification of Water Polo

Water polo needs your help! Our request to re-classify water polo has been denied.  

You have provided no proof to refute that our sport is unsafe. While at the same 
time allowing other sports, in the same classification as water polo, the ability to play 
games and host tournaments.  

We are asking for the same consideration and consistency in the decision making 
process.  

You have allowed hockey, a sport that shares the same classification as water polo 
to have weekly games and even host tournaments. All this is advertised on their 
websites.  

We have done everything you have asked and been told NO exceptions can be 
made unless your sport is reclassified by the Governor. That statement is false as 
hockey has been given preferential treatment either with or without your knowledge. 

We ask that you address and answer these questions. 

1. How is a sport that shares the same prohibited classification as water polo under
current guidelines able to acquire an approval to host a local tournament? Hockey
has been classified by our Governor as a high contact sport.

2. How is hockey able to advertise they can have games weekly when such is
prohibited under current guidelines.

3. How can water polo acquire the same treatment as hockey

4. Can you claim that we are being treated fairly and with equity.

Our view, based on scientific data, is that water polo has been inaccurately 
classified as a high risk of transmission sport. In fact, since water polo is played in a 
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highly chlorinated environment (which kills the COVID-19 virus), when combined 
with proper on-deck protocols, water polo is safe and represents an extremely low 
risk of transmission.  
 
Governor and Task Force, your agenda has made time to allow water parks to open 
and resort pools. You have made the effort to increase F&B occupancies. Our city is 
increasing hotel occupancy and allowing Spring Breakers to flood our city. This is all 
great news...PLEASE FIND THE TIME FOR US TOO! Our athletes see their city 
returning to normal and see their peers are able to find options to play their sport. 
Please consider water polo too. We ask that you reconsider your position on the 
classification of water polo and immediately approve our request to have our 
practices return to normal and the ability to host games .  
 
Thank you for your time.  
 
Thank You, 
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Meagan Werth Ranson

From: Caryl Karnick 
Sent: Thursday, March 18, 2021 10:12 AM
To:

Subject: Equality in Youth Sports-Reclassification of Water Polo

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Completed

Water Polo needs your help!  Our request to re-classify water polo has been denied.   

You have provided no proof to refute that our sport is unsafe. While at the same time 
allowing other sports, in the same classification as water polo, the ability to play games and 
host tournaments. 

We are asking for the same consideration and consistency in the decision making process. 

You have allowed hockey, a sport that shares the same classification as water polo to have 
weekly games and even host tournaments.  All this is advertised on their websites. 

We have done everything you have asked and been told NO exceptions can be made unless 
your sport is reclassified by the Governor.  That statement is false as hockey has been given 
preferential treatment either with or without your knowledge.  

We ask that you address and answer these questions. 

1. How is a sport that shares the same prohibited classification as water polo under current
guidelines able to acquire an approval to host a local tournament?  Hockey has been
classified by our Governor as a high contact sport.

2. How is hockey able to advertise they can have games weekly when such is
prohibited under current guidelines.

3. How can water polo acquire the same treatment as hockey

4. Can you claim that we are being treated fairly and with equity.

 Our view, based on scientific data, is that water polo has been inaccurately classified as a 
high risk of transmission sport. In fact, since water polo is played in a highly chlorinated 
environment (which kills the COVID-19 virus), when combined with proper on-deck 
protocols, water polo is safe and represents an extremely low risk of transmission. 
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Governor and Task Force, your agenda has made time to allow water parks to open and 
resort pools.  You have made the effort to increase F&B occupancies.  Our city is increasing 
hotel occupancy and allowing Spring Breakers to flood our city.  This is all great 
news...PLEASE FIND THE TIME FOR US TOO!  Our athletes see their city returning to normal 
and see their peers are able to find options to play their sport.  Please consider water polo 
too.   We ask that you reconsider your position on the classification of water polo and 
immediately approve our request to have our practices return to normal and the 
ability to host games . 

Thank you for your time. 
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Meagan Werth Ranson

From: David Bennett 
Sent: Thursday, March 18, 2021 11:05 AM
To:

Subject: re-classify water polo- let the kids play

Water polo needs your help!   Our request to re-classify water polo has been denied.   

You have provided no proof to refute that our sport is unsafe. While at the same time allowing other 
sports, in the same classification as water polo, the ability to play games and host tournaments.   

We are asking for the same consideration and consistency in the decision making process.  

You have allowed hockey, a sport that shares the same classification as water polo to have weekly 
games and even host tournaments.  All this is advertised on their websites.  

We have done everything you have asked and been told NO exceptions can be made unless your 
sport is reclassified by the Governor.  That statement is false as hockey has been given 
preferential treatment either with or without your knowledge.  

We ask that you address and answer these questions. 

1. How is a sport that shares the same prohibited classification as water polo under current guidelines
able to acquire an approval to host a local tournament?  Hockey has been classified by our
Governor as a high contact sport.

2. How is hockey able to advertise they can have games weekly when such is prohibited under
current guidelines.

3. How can water polo acquire the same treatment as hockey

4. Can you claim that we are being treated fairly and with equity.

 Our view, based on scientific data, is that water polo has been inaccurately classified as a high risk 
of transmission sport. In fact, since water polo is played in a highly chlorinated environment (which 
kills the COVID-19 virus), when combined with proper on-deck protocols, water polo is safe and 
represents an extremely low risk of transmission.   

Governor and Task Force, your agenda has made time to allow water parks to open and resort 
pools.  You have made the effort to increase F&B occupancies.  Our city is increasing hotel 
occupancy and allowing Spring Breakers to flood our city.  This is all great news...PLEASE FIND THE 
TIME FOR US TOO!  Our athletes see their city returning to normal and see their peers are able to 
find options to play their sport.  Please consider water polo too.   We ask that you reconsider your 
position on the classification of water polo and immediately approve our request to have our practices 
return to normal and the ability to host games .  

Thank you for your time,
Seaside Water Polo
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Meagan Werth Ranson

From: Deine Mama 
Sent: Thursday, March 18, 2021 11:05 AM
To:

Subject: Water Polo in Las Vegas Needs Your Help

Water polo needs your help!   Our request to re-classify water polo has been denied.   

You have provided no proof to refute that our sport is unsafe. While at the same time 
allowing other sports, in the same classification as water polo, the ability to play games 
and host tournaments.   

We are asking for the same consideration and consistency in the decision making 
process.  

You have allowed hockey, a sport that shares the same classification as water polo to 
have weekly games and even host tournaments.  All this is advertised on 
their websites.  

We have done everything you have asked and been told NO exceptions can be made 
unless your sport is reclassified by the Governor.  That statement is false as hockey has 
been given preferential treatment either with or without your knowledge.  

We ask that you address and answer these questions. 

1. How is a sport that shares the same prohibited classification as water polo under
current guidelines able to acquire an approval to host a local tournament?  Hockey has
been classified by our Governor as a high contact sport.

2. How is hockey able to advertise they can have games weekly when such is
prohibited under current guidelines.

3. How can water polo acquire the same treatment as hockey

4. Can you claim that we are being treated fairly and with equity.

 Our view, based on scientific data, is that water polo has been inaccurately classified 
as a high risk of transmission sport. In fact, since water polo is played in a highly 
chlorinated environment (which kills the COVID-19 virus), when combined with proper 
on-deck protocols, water polo is safe and represents an extremely low risk of 
transmission.   

Governor and Task Force, your agenda has made time to allow water parks to open 
and resort pools.  You have made the effort to increase F&B occupancies.  Our city is 
increasing hotel occupancy and allowing Spring Breakers to flood our city.  This is all 
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great news...PLEASE FIND THE TIME FOR US TOO!  Our athletes see their city 
returning to normal and see their peers are able to find options to play their 
sport.  Please consider water polo too.   We ask that you reconsider your position on the 
classification of water polo and immediately approve our request to have our practices 
return to normal and the ability to host games .  

Thank you for your time.  

Thank You,   

Lisa M 

on behalf of my three water polo athlete children   
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Meagan Werth Ranson

From: John Engelbert 
Sent: Thursday, March 18, 2021 11:20 AM
To:

Subject: Water Polo and the State of Nevada

Water polo needs your help! Our request to re‐classify water polo has been denied.  

You have provided no proof to refute that our sport is unsafe. While at the same time allowing other sports, in the same 
classification as water polo, the ability to play games and host tournaments.  

We are asking for the same consideration and consistency in the decision making process.  

You have allowed hockey, a sport that shares the same classification as water polo to have weekly games and even host 
tournaments. All this is advertised on their websites.  

We have done everything you have asked and been told NO exceptions can be made unless your sport is reclassified by 
the Governor. That statement is false as hockey has been given preferential treatment either with or without your 
knowledge.  

We ask that you address and answer these questions. 

1. How is a sport that shares the same prohibited classification as water polo under current guidelines able to acquire an
approval to host a local tournament? Hockey has been classified by our Governor as a high contact sport.

2. How is hockey able to advertise they can have games weekly when such is prohibited under current guidelines.

3. How can water polo acquire the same treatment as hockey

4. Can you claim that we are being treated fairly and with equity.

Our view, based on scientific data, is that water polo has been inaccurately classified as a high risk of transmission sport. 
In fact, since water polo is played in a highly chlorinated environment (which kills the COVID‐19 virus), when combined 
with proper on‐deck protocols, water polo is safe and represents an extremely low risk of transmission.  

Governor and Task Force, your agenda has made time to allow water parks to open and resort pools. You have made the 
effort to increase F&B occupancies. Our city is increasing hotel occupancy and allowing Spring Breakers to flood our city. 
This is all great news...PLEASE FIND THE TIME FOR US TOO! Our athletes see their city returning to normal and see their 
peers are able to find options to play their sport. Please consider water polo too. We ask that you reconsider your 
position on the classification of water polo and immediately approve our request to have our practices return to normal 
and the ability to host games .  

Thank you for your time.  

Thank You,  
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Meagan Werth Ranson

From: Lisa M 
Sent: Thursday, March 18, 2021 11:02 AM
To:

Subject: Water Polo in Las Vegas Needs Your Help

Water polo needs your help!   Our request to re-classify water polo has been denied.   

You have provided no proof to refute that our sport is unsafe. While at the same time 
allowing other sports, in the same classification as water polo, the ability to play games 
and host tournaments.   

We are asking for the same consideration and consistency in the decision making 
process.  

You have allowed hockey, a sport that shares the same classification as water polo to 
have weekly games and even host tournaments.  All this is advertised on 
their websites.  

We have done everything you have asked and been told NO exceptions can be made 
unless your sport is reclassified by the Governor.  That statement is false as hockey has 
been given preferential treatment either with or without your knowledge.  

We ask that you address and answer these questions. 

1. How is a sport that shares the same prohibited classification as water polo under
current guidelines able to acquire an approval to host a local tournament?  Hockey has
been classified by our Governor as a high contact sport.

2. How is hockey able to advertise they can have games weekly when such is
prohibited under current guidelines.

3. How can water polo acquire the same treatment as hockey

4. Can you claim that we are being treated fairly and with equity.

 Our view, based on scientific data, is that water polo has been inaccurately classified 
as a high risk of transmission sport. In fact, since water polo is played in a highly 
chlorinated environment (which kills the COVID-19 virus), when combined with proper 
on-deck protocols, water polo is safe and represents an extremely low risk of 
transmission.   

Governor and Task Force, your agenda has made time to allow water parks to open 
and resort pools.  You have made the effort to increase F&B occupancies.  Our city is 
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increasing hotel occupancy and allowing Spring Breakers to flood our city.  This is all 
great news...PLEASE FIND THE TIME FOR US TOO!  Our athletes see their city 
returning to normal and see their peers are able to find options to play their 
sport.  Please consider water polo too.   We ask that you reconsider your position on the 
classification of water polo and immediately approve our request to have our practices 
return to normal and the ability to host games .  

Thank you for your time.  

Thank You,   

Lisa Eddy 
Mother of three water polo players 
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Meagan Werth Ranson

From: Lisa McCarroll 
Sent: Thursday, March 18, 2021 10:01 AM
To:
Cc:

Subject: Water Polo in Las Vegas Needs Your Help

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Completed

Water polo needs your help!   Our request to re-classify water polo has been denied.   

You have provided no proof to refute that our sport is unsafe. While at the same time 
allowing other sports, in the same classification as water polo, the ability to play games 
and host tournaments.   

We are asking for the same consideration and consistency in the decision making 
process.  

You have allowed hockey, a sport that shares the same classification as water polo to 
have weekly games and even host tournaments.  All this is advertised on 
their websites.  

We have done everything you have asked and been told NO exceptions can be made 
unless your sport is reclassified by the Governor.  That statement is false as hockey has 
been given preferential treatment either with or without your knowledge.  

We ask that you address and answer these questions. 

1. How is a sport that shares the same prohibited classification as water polo under
current guidelines able to acquire an approval to host a local tournament?  Hockey has
been classified by our Governor as a high contact sport.

2. How is hockey able to advertise they can have games weekly when such is
prohibited under current guidelines.

3. How can water polo acquire the same treatment as hockey

4. Can you claim that we are being treated fairly and with equity.

 Our view, based on scientific data, is that water polo has been inaccurately classified 
as a high risk of transmission sport. In fact, since water polo is played in a highly 
chlorinated environment (which kills the COVID-19 virus), when combined with proper 
on-deck protocols, water polo is safe and represents an extremely low risk of 
transmission.   
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Governor and Task Force, your agenda has made time to allow water parks to open 
and resort pools.  You have made the effort to increase F&B occupancies.  Our city is 
increasing hotel occupancy and allowing Spring Breakers to flood our city.  This is all 
great news...PLEASE FIND THE TIME FOR US TOO!  Our athletes see their city 
returning to normal and see their peers are able to find options to play their 
sport.  Please consider water polo too.   We ask that you reconsider your position on the 
classification of water polo and immediately approve our request to have our practices 
return to normal and the ability to host games .  

Thank you for your time.  

Thank You,   

Lisa McCarroll 
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Meagan Werth Ranson

From: Madisen Drury 
Sent: Thursday, March 18, 2021 10:20 AM
To:

Subject: Equality in Youth Sports-Reclassification of Water Polo

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Completed

Water polo needs your help!   Our request to re‐classify water polo has been denied.  

You have provided no proof to refute that our sport is unsafe. While at the same time allowing other sports, in the same 
classification as water polo, the ability to play games and host tournaments.   

We are asking for the same consideration and consistency in the decision making process.  

You have allowed hockey, a sport that shares the same classification as water polo to have weekly games and even host 
tournaments.  All this is advertised on their websites.  

We have done everything you have asked and been told NO exceptions can be made unless your sport is reclassified by 
the Governor.  That statement is false as hockey has been given preferential treatment either with or without your 
knowledge.  

We ask that you address and answer these questions. 

1. How is a sport that shares the same prohibited classification as water polo under current guidelines able to acquire an
approval to host a local tournament?  Hockey has been classified by our Governor as a high contact sport.

2. How is hockey able to advertise they can have games weekly when such is prohibited under current guidelines.

3. How can water polo acquire the same treatment as hockey

4. Can you claim that we are being treated fairly and with equity.

 Our view, based on scientific data, is that water polo has been inaccurately classified as a high risk of transmission sport. 
In fact, since water polo is played in a highly chlorinated environment (which kills the COVID‐19 virus), when combined 
with proper on‐deck protocols, water polo is safe and represents an extremely low risk of transmission.   

Governor and Task Force, your agenda has made time to allow water parks to open and resort pools.  You have made 
the effort to increase F&B occupancies.  Our city is increasing hotel occupancy and allowing Spring Breakers to flood our 
city.  This is all great news...PLEASE FIND THE TIME FOR US TOO!  Our athletes see their city returning to normal and see 
their peers are able to find options to play their sport.  Please consider water polo too.   We ask that you reconsider your 
position on the classification of water polo and immediately approve our request to have our practices return to normal 
and the ability to host games .  

Thank you for your time.  

Thank You,  
Madisen Drury
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Meagan Werth Ranson

From: Masy Bunnell 
Sent: Thursday, March 18, 2021 10:31 AM
To:

Subject: Equality in Youth Sports-Reclassification of Water Polo

Water polo needs your help!   Our request to re‐classify water polo has been denied.  

You have provided no proof to refute that our sport is unsafe. While at the same time allowing other sports, in the same 
classification as water polo, the ability to play games and host tournaments.   

We are asking for the same consideration and consistency in the decision making process.  

You have allowed hockey, a sport that shares the same classification as water polo to have weekly games and even host 
tournaments.  All this is advertised on their websites.  

We have done everything you have asked and been told NO exceptions can be made unless your sport is reclassified by 
the Governor.  That statement is false as hockey has been given preferential treatment either with or without your 
knowledge.  

We ask that you address and answer these questions. 

1. How is a sport that shares the same prohibited classification as water polo under current guidelines able to acquire an
approval to host a local tournament?  Hockey has been classified by our Governor as a high contact sport.

2. How is hockey able to advertise they can have games weekly when such is prohibited under current guidelines.

3. How can water polo acquire the same treatment as hockey

4. Can you claim that we are being treated fairly and with equity.

Our view, based on scientific data, is that water polo has been inaccurately classified as a high risk of transmission sport. 
In fact, since water polo is played in a highly chlorinated environment (which kills the COVID‐19 virus), when combined 
with proper on‐deck protocols, water polo is safe and represents an extremely low risk of transmission.   

Governor and Task Force, your agenda has made time to allow water parks to open and resort pools.  You have made 
the effort to increase F&B occupancies.  Our city is increasing hotel occupancy and allowing Spring Breakers to flood our 
city.  This is all great news...PLEASE FIND THE TIME FOR US TOO!  Our athletes see their city returning to normal and see 
their peers are able to find options to play their sport.  Please consider water polo too.   We ask that you reconsider your 
position on the classification of water polo and immediately approve our request to have our practices return to normal 
and the ability to host games .  

Thank you for your time.  

Thank You,  
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Masy Bunnell 
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Meagan Werth Ranson

From: melissa alsop 
Sent: Thursday, March 18, 2021 10:43 AM
To:

Subject: Water polo needs your help!

   Our request to re-classify water polo has been denied.   

You have provided no proof to refute that our sport is unsafe. While at the same time allowing other 
sports, in the same classification as water polo, the ability to play games and host tournaments.   

We are asking for the same consideration and consistency in the decision making process.  

You have allowed hockey, a sport that shares the same classification as water polo to have weekly 
games and even host tournaments.  All this is advertised on their websites.  

We have done everything you have asked and been told NO exceptions can be made unless your 
sport is reclassified by the Governor.  That statement is false as hockey has been given 
preferential treatment either with or without your knowledge.  

We ask that you address and answer these questions. 

1. How is a sport that shares the same prohibited classification as water polo under current guidelines
able to acquire an approval to host a local tournament?  Hockey has been classified by our
Governor as a high contact sport.

2. How is hockey able to advertise they can have games weekly when such is prohibited under
current guidelines.

3. How can water polo acquire the same treatment as hockey

4. Can you claim that we are being treated fairly and with equity.

 Our view, based on scientific data, is that water polo has been inaccurately classified as a high risk 
of transmission sport. In fact, since water polo is played in a highly chlorinated environment (which 
kills the COVID-19 virus), when combined with proper on-deck protocols, water polo is safe and 
represents an extremely low risk of transmission.   

Governor and Task Force, your agenda has made time to allow water parks to open and resort 
pools.  You have made the effort to increase F&B occupancies.  Our city is increasing hotel 
occupancy and allowing Spring Breakers to flood our city.  This is all great news...PLEASE FIND THE 
TIME FOR US TOO!  Our athletes see their city returning to normal and see their peers are able to 
find options to play their sport.  Please consider water polo too.   We ask that you reconsider your 
position on the classification of water polo and immediately approve our request to have our practices 
return to normal and the ability to host games .  

Thank you for your time.
Thank you, Mel Manning
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Meagan Werth Ranson

From: Staffan Akerstrom 
Sent: Thursday, March 18, 2021 10:14 AM
To:

Subject: Equality in Youth Sports-Reclassification of Water Polo

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Completed

Water polo needs your help!   Our request to re‐classify water polo 
has been denied. 

You have provided no proof to refute that our sport is unsafe. While at the same time allowing other sports, in the same 
classification as water polo, the ability to play games and host tournaments. 

We are asking for the same consideration and consistency in the decision‐making process. 

You have allowed hockey, a sport that shares the same classification as water polo to have weekly games and even host 
tournaments.  All this is advertised on their websites. 

We have done everything you have asked and been told NO exceptions can be made unless your sport is reclassified by 
the Governor.  That statement is false as hockey has been given preferential treatment either with or without your 
knowledge. 

We ask that you address and answer these questions. 

1. How is a sport that shares the same prohibited classification as water polo under current guidelines able to acquire
approval to host a local tournament?  Hockey has been classified by our Governor as a high contact sport.

2. How is hockey able to advertise they can have games weekly when such is prohibited under current guidelines.

3. How can water polo acquire the same treatment as hockey

4. Can you claim that we are being treated fairly and with equity.

Our view, based on scientific data, is that water polo has been inaccurately classified as a high risk of transmission sport. 
In fact, since water polo is played in a highly chlorinated environment (which kills the COVID‐19 virus), when combined 
with proper on‐deck protocols, water polo is safe and represents an extremely low risk of transmission. 

Governor and Task Force, your agenda has made time to allow water parks to open and resort pools.  You have made 
the effort to increase F&B occupancies.  Our city is increasing hotel occupancy and allowing Spring Breakers to flood our 
city.  This is all great news...PLEASE FIND THE TIME FOR US TOO!  Our athletes see their city returning to normal and see 
their peers are able to find options to play their 
sport.  Please consider water polo too.   We ask that you reconsider 
your position on the classification of water polo and immediately approve our request to have our practices return to 
normal and the ability to host games. 

Thank you for your time,
Staffan Akerstrom
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Meagan Werth Ranson

From: Wendy McManigal 
Sent: Thursday, March 18, 2021 11:09 AM
To:

Subject: Equality in Youth Sports-Reclassification of Water Polo

Good Morning, 

Water polo needs your help!   Our request to re‐classify water polo has been denied.  

You have provided no proof to refute that our sport is unsafe. While at the same time allowing other 
sports, in the same classification as water polo, the ability to play games and host tournaments.   

We are asking for the same consideration and consistency in the decision making process.  

You have allowed hockey, a sport that shares the same classification as water polo to have weekly 
games and even host tournaments.  All this is advertised on their websites.  

We have done everything you have asked and been told NO exceptions can be made unless your sport is 
reclassified by the Governor.  That statement is false as hockey has been given preferential treatment 
either with or without your knowledge.  

We ask that you address and answer these questions. 

1. How is a sport that shares the same prohibited classification as water polo under current guidelines
able to acquire an approval to host a local tournament?  Hockey has been classified by our Governor as
a high contact sport.

2. How is hockey able to advertise they can have games weekly when such is prohibited under current
guidelines.

3. How can water polo acquire the same treatment as hockey

4. Can you claim that we are being treated fairly and with equity.

 Our view, based on scientific data, is that water polo has been inaccurately classified as a high risk of 
transmission sport. In fact, since water polo is played in a highly chlorinated environment (which kills the 
COVID‐19 virus), when combined with proper on‐deck protocols, water polo is safe and represents an 
extremely low risk of transmission.   

Governor and Task Force, your agenda has made time to allow water parks to open and resort 
pools.  You have made the effort to increase F&B occupancies.  Our city is increasing hotel occupancy 
and allowing Spring Breakers to flood our city.  This is all great news...PLEASE FIND THE TIME FOR US 
TOO!  Our athletes see their city returning to normal and see their peers are able to find options to play 
their sport.  Please consider water polo too.   We ask that you reconsider your position on the 
classification of water polo and immediately approve our request to have our practices return to normal 
and the ability to host games.
Thank you for your time,
Thank you,
Wendy McManigal
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