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Meeting Minutes 
COVID-19 Mitigation and Mangement Task Force 
 
 

Attendance 

DATE March 17, 2021 

TIME 10:00 A.M. 

METHOD Video-Teleconference 

RECORDER Tanya Benitez/Meagan Werth Ranson 

Task Force Voting Member Attendance 

Member Name Present 

Caleb Cage X 

Richard Whitley X 

Terry Reynolds X 

Jaime Black X 

David Fogerson X 

Felicia Gonzales X 

Brett Compston ABS 

Meagan Werth Ranson X 

Chris Lake X 

Dagny Stapleton X 

Wesley Harper X 

Mark Pandori X 

Task Force Non-Voting Member Attendance 

Kyra Morgan X 

Lisa Sherych X 

Julia Peek ABS 

Melissa Peek-Bullock X 

Malinda Southard X 

Lesley Mohlenkamp X 

Samantha Ladich X 
 

 
 

1. Call to Order and Roll Call  
 

Chair Caleb Cage, Governor’s Office (GO), called the meeting to order. Roll call was performed by Meagan Werth 
Ranson, GO. Quorum was established for the meeting.  

 

2. Public Comment  
 

Chair Cage opened the discussion for public comment in all venues. Written public comment is attached.  
 
Mark St. John provided the following public comment, “I am calling to ask for your help to reclassify Water Polo, 
our request to reclassify Water Polo has been denied. You have provided no proof to refute our sport is unsafe 
while at the same time allowing other sports in the same classification as Water Polo the ability to play games 
and host tournaments, we are asking the same consideration consistency in the decision-making process. You 
have allowed Hockey a sport that shares the same classification as Water Polo to have weekly games and even 
host tournaments. All this is advertised in their websites. We have done everything you have asked and been 
told no exceptions can be made unless your sport is reclassified by the Governor. This statement is false 
as Hockey has been given preferential treatment either with or without your knowledge. We ask that you 
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address and answer these questions please. How is a sport that shares the same prohibited classification as 
Water Polo under current guidelines able to require an approval to host a local tournament? Hockey has been 
classified by our Governor as high contact sports no amount of adjustments to gameplay can eliminate contact 
from such a sport. How is hockey able to advertise they can have games weekly, when such is prohibited under 
current guidelines. How can Water Polo acquire the same treatment as Hockey? Can you claim that we are 
being treated fairly and with equity? We ask that you reconsider your position on the classification Water Polo 
and immediately approve our request to host games and have regular practice. Our view is based on scientific 
date that Water Polo is inaccurately classified as high risk of transition sport. In fact, Water Polo is played in a 
highly chlorinated environment, which kills the Covid-19 virus. When combined with proper on-deck 
protocols Water Polo safe and represents extremely low risk of transmission I thank you for your time.”  
  
 Brian Smith provided the following public comment, “This is Brian Smith with my ride to work. I am looking to 
see if we can get any guidance from the Task Force, as well as an understanding of a transportation provider in 
Northern Nevada supporting multiple Counties including Churchill, Storey, Lyon, Washoe, and Carson City and 
providing transportation to the Tahoe Reno Industrial Center for many of the employers in that area. Wanting 
to understand what triggers are needed to increase capacity for our transportation beyond 50%. We have and 
we can certainly share the press release that we have been sending out with all the steps we have taken 
between air purification, physical barriers set up between seats, additional cleaning, using electrostatic sprayers 
between every run. In the additional cleaning items that we have done, wanting to understand what we can do 
to potentially increase that capacity and what that allowance would look like and what triggers would be 
needed to do that. We have been working with both the Nevada Taxicab Authority (NTA) as well as multiple 
airlines as well, who are all at 100% capacity now and wanting to see as we have been meeting or exceeding 
the same things that they are doing to understand when we could potentially be looking at being able to adjust 
that capacity. Thank you.”  
  
 Tammy Phirst provided the following public comment, “Water Polo needs your help. Our request to reclassify 
Water Polo has been denied. You have provided no proof to refute that our sport is unsafe, while at the same 
time allowing other sports in the same classification as Water Polo the ability to play games and host 
tournaments. We are asking for the same consideration and consistency in the decision-making process. You 
have allowed Hockey, a sport that shares the same classification as Water Polo to have weekly games and even 
host tournaments. All this is advertised on their websites. We have done everything you have asked and been 
told no exceptions can be made unless your sport us reclassified by the Governor. The statement is false, 
as Hockey has been given preferential treatment, either with or without your knowledge. We ask that you 
address and answer these questions. How is a sport that shares the same prohibited classifications as Water 
Polo, under current guidelines, able to acquire an approval to host a local tournament? How is Hockey able to 
advertise that they can have games weekly, when such is prohibited under current guidelines? How can Water 
Polo acquire the same treatment as Hockey? Can you claim that we are being treated fairly and with equity? 
We ask that you reconsider your position on the classification of Water Polo and immediately approve our 
request to host games. Thank you for your time.” 

   
Mercena Swearinger provided the following public comment, “Thank you. Echoing the Water Polo public 
comments. Water Polo really needs your help. Our request to reclassify Water Polo has been denied, and there 
is no proof to refute that our sport is unsafe. While at the same time, allowing other sports in the same 
classification as Water Polo, the ability to play games and host tournaments. We are respectfully asking for the 
same consideration and consistency in the decision-making process. Hockey has been allowed to have weekly 
tournaments, even host games and the share the same classification as Water Polo. All of this is advertised on 
their website. We have done everything you asked and have been told no exceptions can be made unless the 
sport reclassified by the Governor. That statement does not appear to be accurate, as Hockey has been given 
preferential treatment, either with or without your knowledge and we respectfully ask that you address and 
answer these questions. How is a sport that shares the same prohibited classification as Water Polo, under 
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current guidelines, able to acquire an approval to host a local tournament? Hockey has been classified by our 
Governor, as a high contact sport no number of adjustments to game play can eliminate contact in such a sport. 
How is Hockey able to advertise that they can have weekly games when such is prohibited under current 
guidelines? How can Water Polo acquire the same treatment as Hockey, and can you claim that currently we 
are being treated fairly and with equity? These views are based on scientific data that Water Polo has 
been inaccurately classified as a high-risk of transmission sport. In fact, since the sport is played in a highly 
coronated environment, which kills the Covid-19 virus. When combined with proper on deck protocols, Water 
Polo is safe and represents an extremely low risk of transmission. We respectfully ask that you reconsider your 
position on the classification of Water Polo and immediately approve our request to host games. Thank you 
very much.”  
   
Katrina Printup provided the following public comment, “I am a Water Polo parent. I really am looking to you 
for your help, to request our reclassification for Water Polo has been denied. You have provided no proof to 
refute that our sport is unsafe, while at the same time allowing other sports in the same classification as Water 
Polo the ability to play games and host tournaments. We are asking for the same consideration and consistency 
in the decision-making process. Hockey a sport that shares the same classification as Water Polo, to have weekly 
games, and even host tournaments. All this is advertised on their website. We have done everything you have 
asked and have been told no exceptions can be made unless your sport is reclassified by the Governor. That 
statement is false as Hockey has been given preferential treatment, either with or without your knowledge. We 
ask that you address and answer these questions. How can a sport that shares the same prohibited 
classification as Water Polo, under current guidelines, able to acquire an approval to host local 
tournaments? Hockey has been classified as our Governor as a high contact sport. How can Hockey advertise 
that they can have games weekly, such as prohibited under the current guidelines? How can Water Polo acquire 
the same treatment as Hockey, and can you claim that we are being treated fairly and with equity? Our view is 
based on scientific data that Water Polo is inaccurately classified as a high-risk transmission sport. In fact, since 
Water Polo is played in a highly chlorinated environment which kills the Covid-19 virus. When combined with 
proper on deck protocols Water Polo is safe and represents an extremely low risk of transmission. So, we ask 
that you reconsider your position on the classification of Water Polo and immediately approve our request to 
host games. Thank you.”  
   
Nick Baba provided the following public comment, “We have been operating so everyone has great points, but 
and I do not envy the position the Task Force is in. You have to watch out for the public safety, but when the 
rules are not applied across the board, and I do not believe Water Polo is asking for the same. They are asking to 
do an event with more stringent checks and balances for the Covid virus than any of the other sports. They are 
doing two tests within a week they are doing a test within six days and a test on site. We have operated this 
way in St. George, Utah for five weekends safely. We have shown that when they there is a protocol on 
deck, they wear their masks. When they are playing the game, the subs are in the water socially distanced. They 
do not switch ends at half. They do not go to the other benches. If they are on the deck, they wear a mask. So, 
they are in chlorinated water breathing chlorinated vapor above the water as they are agitating the water and 
swimming so on the up for the stats for what happened the previous side weekend, there were just under 24 
pre-tests or people that did not come because of concerns. There was only one athlete out of like thousand 
athletes that tested positive on site the day before and was not allowed to play. We have shown that the double 
testing is successful in keeping the environment safe from so nobody playing has it plus were following more 
strengthen guidelines than the other sport that you are allowing to play by exception. Thank you very much for 
listening.”  
   
Allison Johnson provided the following public comment, “I just want to reiterate what has been said before 
with just having you reconsider the classification for Water Polo, especially noting that there are 
some inconsistencies with how Hockey is being classified. Just asking that our kids be allowed to play. It is a safe 
environment. The science shows that the chlorine kills Covid. There have been tournaments safely held. Just 
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asking for a reconsideration. The science backs it up we would just like our kids to be able to play. Thank you for 
your time.”  
   
Tara Bennett provided the following public comment, “I Just do the same thing as the last few comments that 
I would really like my kids to be able to play Water Polo. If you could reconsider reclassifying that so that they 
could play, that would be fabulous.”  
   
Isaac Peterson provided the following public comment, “Just chiming with the others Water Polo parent and I 
have been very impressed with the growth of my son over the last several years that he has been playing Water 
Polo and just looking at the science with the chlorine and what not as well as the testing regimes that are able 
to be tested and have gains in a safe manner, just throw my voice in with the rest. Thank you.”  
   
Mike Young provided the following public comment, “I would like to voice my opinion in the positive of allowing 
Water Polo to continue at this time and that’s all.”  
   
Kimberly Brock provided the following public comment, “I would like to say first that I am truly excited that our 
state is reopening, but did you know currently under Directive 041, adult entertainment establishments are 
prohibited from operating. They are open with dancers under a tavern license. The directive also states that 
day clubs and night clubs are to remain closed until at least May 1, 2021, yet they are open too. Also prohibited 
are basketball, football, and other high contact sports like you have heard. These sports are inactive, however 
the directive gives permission for these sports to play under Nevada Interscholastic Activities Association 
(NIAA), so why cannot they play. I mean the entire country is playing sports. We have kids traveling to Utah and 
Arizona to play their sports, all while scrimmaging inside facilities and even outside is prohibited here. 
Basketball hoops are missing in the local parks, leaving kids with nowhere to practice or even just play 
outside causing more emotional distress. With businesses not compliant with the rules, there is mention of you 
revoking their business licenses, yet you are allowing prohibited businesses to operate and not letting kids play 
in the park. What message does it send to our struggling youth, who have been out of school for over a year 
now. With crowds on the strip, casino pools open, increased restaurant capacities, pro and collegiate sports 
playing. 12,500 fans at the speedway and fans at T-Mobile, it seems there is no valid reason to further restrict 
sports and would like you to recommend that the Governor removes the restrictions immediately. Let them 
play and let us parents spectate. Thank you.”  
  
Claire Kohatsu provided the following public comment, “am speaking on behalf of all youth sports. I have six 
reasons why athletics for youth should be opened up. First of all, kids need athletics to keep engaged with 
school. It is often the thing that keeps them motivated and doing well in school. It is their reward for doing well 
in school. Second, it is well documented that their youth mental health is in play as well as the increase in youth 
suicides. Even Clark County School District (CCSD) superintend Jara, speaks of this in his January 24,2021 New 
York Times article. Reason three, sports keep kids out of trouble plain and simple. It often provides them with 
role models and mentors outside their home. It helps kids set goals. Reason number four, depriving our high 
school athletes many opportunities for scholarships. Nevada and Hawaii are the only states without high school 
basketball. Kids are traveling out of state, you guys probably know that to Utah to Texas, everywhere they are 
playing basketball, but not here. That goes hand in hand with some economic stipulations. Parents are 
traveling for tournaments, spending hotel dollars, restaurant dollars outside of Nevada. That could be spent 
here helping fuel our economy and get it going. Reason number five, California State Supreme Court ruled in 
favor of two high school students that claim banning sports was in violation of the equal protection clause of 
the 14th amendment of the United States Constitution. There is a growing group of parents and citizens ready 
to file the same suit for Nevada. Youth sports period should be given the same opportunities as professional 
and college athletes. I sure appreciate your time.”  
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 Angie Robertson provided the following public comment, “I agree with all of the others about kids’ sports being 
able to be played and be given the same consideration as the professional athlete sports that are currently 
being played that is all.”  
   
Anna Binder provided the following public comment. “Not to regurgitate everything that everyone has said 
today, but on point, we do have private football leagues, private basketball leagues, all kinds of private things 
going on, and for whatever reason Clark County is being isolated from the rest of the State. We have you know 
battles going with our board of trustees, the Governor, you know everyone in the community, to one yeah get 
our hoops back at the parks. I have met many people in the community that are advising that children are 
getting on the bus to travel to parks where basketball hoops are available for them instead of the ones right 
there in their community. City of Henderson, North Las Vegas, and Clark County refused to put the hoops up, 
where there are parks within Las Vegas where they are up. So, these you know kids are further you know 
exposing themselves to COVID by traveling public transportation to get out to parks where they can play. Not 
just that, you know we have 23 students’ suicide in Clark County and many many of our varsity athletes are 
being prevented from playing their sport as you know many of them, this is their last year. We have been trying 
to work with the school district to get a May 1, 2021 varsity game for our football players alone and this is not 
even touching wrestling, baseball, or basketball. So, I know Clark County is not on the agenda for today so we 
will be calling back tomorrow, but a lot of consideration does need to be put into making things equitable and 
leaving Clark County out consistently for our students is just a disgrace.”  
  
Nick Baba provided the following public comment, “I have a suggestion. Just really quickly I have a solution, is 
to provisionally allow the single Water Polo Tournament not this weekend, but the next with observation from 
the Health Department. We will test the observers because nobody that is allowed in there is not going to be 
allowed in without a test but watch the protocols and see how it is operated, and you will see how this can 
happen safely, once again we are not asking that you open it wide up. We have been operating under very 
prudent protocols to make sure that there is no spread to the best of our ability, and we would like to be 
observed, and then you could offer feedback for subsequent events. That is just my suggestion in case you have 
not read all of the information there. Thank you.”  
 

3. Update on Nevada’s Roadmap to Recovery Transition Plan  
 
Chair Caleb Cage provided an update on Nevada’s Roadmap to Recovery Transition Plan.  
 

a. Washoe  
 

Dave Solaro, Assistant County Manager, provided an update for Washoe County. Washoe County appreciates 
the opportunity to discuss with the Task Force the outline of the county’s process to prepare the Washoe 
County community for May 1, 2021 transition to local authority. Washoe has created a task force consisting of 
representatives from Washoe County, City of Reno, City of Sparks, the Health District, and the School District. 
The county has learned through this pandemic it is extremely important the local jurisdictions are consistent in 
our approach. The Washoe County Task Force has created an aggressive timeline to accomplish the local plan 
which began shortly after the announcement from Governor Sisolak on February 12, 2021. Washoe County has 
already begun outreach to business sectors to understand their approach to operating with COVID in the 
community. It is understood that a successful transition will allow for our community to make economic strides 
as well as continue to operate in a safe manner. Washoe County’s plan will capitalize on successes that has seen 
over the last couple of months and will be monitored with tools that have been created not only by the State 
but of our citizens as well. The schedule includes having a nearly complete draft of the plan available to the Task 
Force at the mid-April meeting. Mr. Solaro inquired about the social distancing aspects of Directive 021. Given 
the new guidance document provided yesterday, Mr. Solaro wanted to make sure he understood that the pages 
labeled as “resource guide for local planning” contains the information that is to be relied on as to what is 
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referred to Directive 021 social distancing and hygiene. Washoe County does appreciate the time and effort 
that has been put into this effort to allow local governments to work with our community to define what is best 
for our county. Mr. Solaro asked for further guidance on the social distancing aspect. Chair Cage noted that he 
appreciates the thorough response and the work that the county Chief David Fogerson, Division of Emergency 
Management (DEM), noted the efforts in Washoe County have not gone unnoticed. Chief Fogerson appreciates 
how much the county is doing to make this work for everybody. The partnerships with Fire, Emergency Medical 
Services (EMS), the health care system, public health, and the school districts has been phenomenal. Director 
Terry Reynolds, Department of Business and Industry (B&I) noted the updated version of the Nevada’s Roadmap 
to Recovery dated March 15, 2021, has the social distancing standards outlined in it. Mr. Solaro requested 
clarification that those pages at the end were indeed what the Task Force was going to mean by social 
distancing. That is really one of those important aspects as the county spoke with bar and restaurant owners. 
Would like to verify that those guidelines were indeed what is going to be enacted by the Governor so that that 
six-person limit per table is the limit that the county is going to be dealing with or is there going to be an 
opportunity for Washoe County potentially to expand that a little bit. Directive 021 in one area states there can 
have groups of six from the same household and in other areas it is just groups of six period, so there is a little 
confusion. Director Reynolds noted in addition to that, there is potential to look at that standard as the county 
goes forward. Washoe County works with the health department, but currently in terms of going forward 
through the next period of time, that is the standard. Chair Cage concurred. Mr. Solaro inquired in relation to 
the plan after May 1, 2021, the guidance seems to be consistent that the county plan does not have an 
opportunity to lessen or restrict without going through this process again. It takes approximately 30 days to get 
before the Board of County Commissioners to get through the planning process, Mr. Solaro inquired as to what 
the thoughts were as far as lessening and further restrictions potentially in the future and whether there was 
any opportunity to get additional guidance on that. Chair Cage noted that is a great point. One of the things 
that that is being looked at from the State perspective is making sure we are aware of any changes that are 
happening so, where the county has regional concerns, what happens in Carson City has an impact in Washoe 
County and vice versa. That really is the reason for making sure there is the public discussion of it. Chair Cage 
noted he is confident on speaking on behalf of this group and the Governor’s Office in saying if there is an 
emergency measure that needs to be implemented, the local authority needs to certainly feel justified in using 
your local emergency powers or emergency authority or even normal authorities to enact that.  Chair Cage 
noted a notification process, something where the county lets the state know so that the state is aware of it 
would be helpful. None of us what this to have a bureaucratic process that would slow down the public health 
response as well. Chair Cage noted his opinion is that the county certainly needs to respond locally, and  do not 
want to use procedures to slow the county down.  

 
b. Esmeralda  

 
No update provided. 
 

c. Eureka  
 

J.J. Goicoechea, Commissioner, provided an update on Eureka County. Mr. Goicoechea acknowledged the 
unique situation in all 17 Counties. The counties have provided each other assistance and guidance and there 
is no doubt that that is going to continue and that is going to be a main part of Eureka’s plan going forward is 
to continue to rely on our neighbors and our other Counties for assistance as the county has previously. 
Commissioner Goicoechea thanked Amber and her crew from Elko for being such a big help to the county and 
our local base contract tracers throughout the pandemic. Eureka’s plan is going to be to continue to conduct 
tracing just as the county has. Eureka is a small County, someone on our team knows almost everyone that we 
come in contact with, and it is this personal approach that has enabled us to have that candid and often difficult 
conversation with our business owners and industry sector. When Eureka County does have reason to believe 
that there is a potential for spread of COVID in one of those businesses or that sector. The county will continue 
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to offer vaccine Point of Distribution (PODs) at local clinics, in addition to using our emergency medical service 
personnel for other vaccine administration to cover the entire County. The County itself has served as a source 
of information and guidance during this COVID-19 pandemic and the plan is very much centered around that 
same concept. The county is going to continue to provide outreach to the citizens and employees and those 
employees in our County that reside in other locations. While Eureka does not have a County sanctioned social 
media presence, the county does have the good old boy network of whispering in the wind and trying to beat 
that story to the other side of town. The County is continuing to publish County-wide updates in our plain talk 
newsletter, in addition to reaching out to the traditional media outlets such as newspapers, radio stations, and 
letting those folks broadcast and print when our testing is available, and information related to the vaccination 
PODS, as necessary. In terms of enforcement, the county does not have any licensing agencies within the County 
and does not have any compliance inspectors. Eureka County will continue to offer that assistance and guidance 
to local businesses, as needed and as requested. Eureka does have a sufficient cachet of PPE and in the event, 
if there is a spike in our community spread, the county is ready and willing to provide those supplies to 
constituents as needed. There is no doubt there will be varying levels of willingness to open to 100%. The county 
will not dictate that. The county will leave that up to individual businesses and industries. Most of the large 
employers are subject to other State agency oversight. As far as testing, Eureka has established protocols for 
the use of rapid testing if there is a number of primary contacts that have been identified from a positive case. 
The county has been able to draw a circle around our spikes by doing this and plans to continue. The PCR testing 
numbers are not going to reflect the high number and they may not be hitting some certain targets that folks 
want to see, but Eureka County’s primary mission is and will continue to be protecting our vulnerable 
populations, keeping our schools and local economy open. Eureka County is going to continue to aggressively 
use our contract tracing. If there is a need to use that rapid testing, then that is what will be done. Any positives, 
that come back will have PCR testing as a confirmatory in that case. Commissioner Goicoechea pointed out 
these rapid tests are not being used for community testing. They must be approved by the County Health Officer 
and they are only in those instances when there is a spike and are going to try to get it controlled quickly. 
Regarding having the approved plan by April 15, 2021, the county will need until April 20, 2021 to get it on the 
Board of County Commissioners and provide partners enough time to review and get it approved and back to 
the Task Force. As far as logistical request going forward, Eureka County has no requests for assistance currently. 
Chair Cage noted the Task Force will have several jurisdictions that need to take some additional time. There 
may be a need to move a meeting from the week where we planned to have three in April to the middle of the 
following week. Chair Cage really appreciates the update and the report. It sounds like the only challenge is 
going to be getting all those public entities the opportunity to provide their input before your commission gets 
a chance to approve it. Chief Fogerson commended Eureka for what is being done for that partnership they 
have with Elko just like was heard yesterday, the QUAD Counties working together and doing the assistance 
with Washoe. That is the best part we have in Nevada of getting everyone to work together and the hot spotting 
approach that they are using with the BinaxNOW test kit sounds phenomenal for their small community to 
make sure they get around it so, nice job. Mr. Goicoechea thanked Chief Fogerson and thanked Elko County 
and Amber and that crew. Elko County has been phenomenal. Director Reynolds commended Commissioner 
Goicoechea for the work he has done. It is a small community and things the county is doing an approach that 
really works best for their community. Director Reynolds commends the commissioners there for the work they 
have done and the partnership they have with Elko County and the Health district.  
 

d. Humboldt  
 

Dave Mendiola, County Manager, provided an update for Humboldt County. Mr. Mendiola thanked the Task 
Force for all of the work being done. Humboldt County feels like it has put the mitigation plan in place or the 
jurisdictional plan back on November 25, 2021. The Task Force approved that, and it has worked very well. At 
this point, the county feels confident that it is on the not only the downhill slide but can see the light at the end 
of the tunnel. Part of the reason for that is the City of Winnemucca has been doing wastewater testing. Mr. 
Mendiola has not heard a lot about that from other Counties. This has been a tremendous guide for the county, 
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in helping to wrap our arms and be able to react very quickly to spikes. That has been very accurate in predicting 
what the county is going to see a week in advance. Right now, the county is not seeing traces at our collection 
facility, which is a far cry from when there were some of the spikes where we saw very high spike not only at 
individual sites around the city but also at the central collection station. Humboldt plans to continue what it has 
been doing regarding recommendations to all our businesses our citizens to continue to mask, social distance, 
and sanitation procedures. From a testing standpoint, Humboldt county knows that that will go down over time. 
The County is just barely over the 100 minimum but are aggressively recommending that citizens who have 
symptoms continue to test. It is very important, and the county will message that continuously. The county 
feels confident in our businesses and citizens ability to open in a very measured way is excellent. The County 
has a group between the health board, our public information officer, our emergency manager. Humboldt will 
continue to be very aggressive in messaging with the public information officer. Humboldt County has a hotline 
for vaccination purposes. Approximately 20 to 22%of the population has been vaccinated, when the under 18 
group is removed. The county has some new PODSs on the horizon. Regarding resource needs from State, at 
this point in time the county really does not see any needs. The county is very much aware and sensitive to the 
idea that if a spike were to happen, the county plans on putting out information. The County will be a source of 
information for our businesses and our citizens. The county is here to help. Humboldt County has a plan in place 
now, know how it works and if there is a need to get aggressive quickly, it can be done. Chair Cage noted 
Humboldt county has done a remarkable job. The wastewater surveillance is amazing. It is an amazing 
information source for the county. Chair Cage believes Humboldt County was the first to stand that up and 
commends the county on that and the efforts that you have taken since. Chair Cage inquired if Humboldt County 
foresees any challenges in getting the plan to the Task Force by April 15, 2021. Manager Mendiola noted they 
will be approximately four days late. Director Reynolds commended Manager Mendiola. Director Reynolds has 
followed the county’s progress throughout the last year and thinks they have done an outstanding job. B&I has 
employees in Winnemucca, and get regular reports about what is going on, but the City and the County are 
doing a really good job. Director Reynolds appreciates that and thinks the county is headed in the right direction 
and have been with the work they have done. Manager Mendiola noted Alisha Heiser, Engineer City Manager 
with the City of Winnemucca does understand the science as does Dr. Stringham. Humboldt County is very 
fortunate to have in this small community to have some outstanding minds that have helped us along the way 
here. The credit really goes to the health board, PIO, and others.  

 
e. Lander  
 

No update provided. 
 
f. Lincoln  
 

Eric Holt, Emergency Manger, provided an update for Lincoln County. Mr. Holt noted over the last year we have 
been reminded of the unique nature of each county in the State of Nevada. Lincoln County is unique as well. 
Mr. Holt would like to note the amazing work by all our partners in their response to COVID-19. The local 
Hospital, Clinics, County Health Officer, County Health Nurse, County Commissioners, School Districts, Local 
Businesses have worked very hard and done a great job of implementing several measures to meet the needs 
of the community, and to respond to the COVID-19 spikes in Lincoln County. Mr. Holt wants to thank the State’s 
efforts and DEM for all their efforts to support the needs in Lincoln County. In the county’s vaccination efforts, 
the county is at a point of offering the vaccine to all the general public and have vaccinated nearly 10% of the 
population. Lincoln County will continue to provide vaccine through local schools with testing for sports and 
other needs. Lincoln County will continue to encourage everyone to proceed with caution ad take an active role 
in the recovery process. Also, as part of the recovery plan, Mr. Holt noted one thing to keep in mind is the 
mental health aspect of those in our communities. Our commissioners strongly support the transition of 
recovery efforts to the Counties, and the county looks forward to this opportunity. Lincoln County will work to 
get a plan approved by the April 15, 2021date. Again, Mr. Holt thanked the Task Force for all the time and efforts 
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as the Task Force to meet the needs of the State of Nevada.  Chair Cage inquired if Mr. Holt foresees any specific 
resource needs that Lincoln County may have in the reopening process. Mr. Holt noted that the guidelines they 
have been following and the plans that they have been following have been successful and Mr. Holt does not 
foresee any major needs from the County. Chief Fogerson commended Mr. Holt for all the work on this. It has 
been a great partnership. Chief Fogerson wanted to remind everyone on the call that DEM has funding from 
the health side and from the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)side for this recovery effort as 
things move forward, so if anyone identifies items, they need assistance, do not think the State is just getting 
us PPE but what financial assistance can DEM provide for everyone through FEMA to make sure the counties 
have what they need.  

 

4. Public Comment 
 

Chair Cage opened the discussion for public comment in all venues.  
 
Anna Binder provided the following public comment, “Just something I realized. So, I know yesterday and 
then I resubmitted it today as well to the press room email. I see that the baseball parents submitted a 
little over 900 signatures on their petition. Do these community petitions have any impact on what you, you 
know you guys do you know that coincides with you know our statistics and our now downward trend with 
Covid? I do not know if you can answer that, but it is just something I am curious about. Ok thank you.”  
   
Craig Hill provided the following public comment, “A question for Washoe County in the State, more specifically 
in regarding transportation restrictions. Do we have any timeline are we looking for that we could reduce some 
of the 50% capacities on public and private transportation? Thank you.”  
  
Mark Printup provided the following public comment, “My name is Mark Printup, I am a resident of Henderson, 
and this is actually a canned response or statement, but the sentiment is real. Water Polo needs your help. Our 
request to reclassify Water polo has been denied. You provided no proof to refute that our sport is unsafe while 
at the same time allowing other sports in the same classification of Water Polo the ability to play games and 
host tournaments. We are asking for the same consideration and consistency in the decision-making process. 
You have allowed Hockey, a sport that shares the same classification as Water Polo to have weekly games and 
even host tournaments. All this is advertised on their websites. We have done everything you have asked and 
been told no exceptions can be made unless the sport is reclassified by the Governor. That statement is false, 
as Hockey has been given preferential treatment, either with or without your knowledge. We ask that you 
address and answer these questions. How is a sport that shares the same prohibited classification as Water 
Polo under current guidelines able to acquire an approval to host a local tournament? Hockey has been 
classified by our Governor as a high contact sport, no number of adjustments to game play can eliminate contact 
in such a sport. How is Hockey able to advertise they can have games weekly, when such is prohibited under 
current guidelines? How can Water Polo acquire the same treatment as Hockey? Can you claim that we are 
being treated fairly and with equity? I will add to that though that I do not really want to rip on Hockey but 
going on it says our view based on scientific data is that Water Polo has been inaccurately classified as a high 
risk of transmission sport. In fact, Water Polo is played in a highly chlorinated environment which kills Covid-19 
virus when combined with proper on deck protocols. Water Polo is safe and represents an extremely low risk 
of transmission. We ask you to reconsider your position on the classification of Water Polo and immediately 
approve our request to host games. Thank you.”  
  
Mark St. John provided the following public comment, “I was hoping to implore you to please reach out to us if 
you and Terry from B&I can please walk us through how Hockey is able to acquire, and exception and we are 
not. We would appreciate your time later today if you have it. Thank you.”  
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5. Adjourn  
 
Chair Cage called for a motion to adjourn the meeting. A motion to adjourn was presented by Chief David 
Fogerson and a second was provided by Chief Jamie Black, Gaming Control Board. The motion passed 
unanimously. Meeting adjourned.  
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Meagan Werth Ranson

From: Anna Marie Binder 
Sent: Tuesday, March 16, 2021 11:07 AM
To: PressRoom Nevada Health Response
Subject: Public Comment for 3/17
Attachments: Combined-Public-Comment-3.17.21.pdf

I'm reattaching because you all need to keep looking at it! 



From: Cam Chill   
Sent: Tuesday, March 9, 2021 10:06 AM 
To: PressRoom Nevada Health Response <PressRoom@nvhealthresponse.nv.gov> 
Subject: The Kids 
 
Sir/mam, 
 
These kids are suffering.  It is time we atleast open doors for them to get out amd run around with team 
activities.   Let these kids play and get some sort of happiness again.   Vegas Elite is runnimg all measures 
from temp checks to questions of health.  Open the doors again.   
 
V/R 
Concerned parent!  
Camerin Hillman 
 

mailto:PressRoom@nvhealthresponse.nv.gov


 
From: Darin Lefkowitz   
Sent: Tuesday, March 9, 2021 11:39 AM 
To: PressRoom Nevada Health Response <PressRoom@nvhealthresponse.nv.gov> 
Subject: Please open youth Sports!  
 
 
Darin Lefkowitz 
 
 

 

 
 
 

mailto:PressRoom@nvhealthresponse.nv.gov
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Meagan Werth Ranson

From: Eric Bauman 
Sent: Tuesday, March 9, 2021 2:19 PM
To: PressRoom Nevada Health Response; ccdistb@ClarkCountyNV.gov
Subject: FW: Return to Basketball
Attachments: Basketball Petition; petition_signatures_jobs_27670701_20210309000548.pdf

From: Eric Bauman <eric@lasvegasbasketballcenter.com> 
Date: Tuesday, March 9, 2021 at 2:16 PM 
To: "pressroom@nvhealthresponse.nv.gov" <pressroom@nvhealthresponse.nv.gov> 
Cc: "mkirkpatrick@asm.state.nv.us" <mkirkpatrick@asm.state.nv.us> 
Subject: Return to Basketball 

Hi Meagan & Marilyn, 

Please see attached letter and signed petition for a return to basketball. This petition has over 1,000 signatures. 

Basketball has been erroneously classified and enormously impacted in Nevada, perhaps due to an incomplete 
understanding of the science and risk of transmission by decision makers. The state has provided no research, simply 
ignoring how the prohibition of basketball has affected the mental health of our youth. Basketball is currently being 
played in Nevada at the Collegiate and (Community College) levels. Local youth/high school teams are forced to travel to 
bordering states to play, creating a different set of safety issues. Most importantly the inability to play and the expense 
to travel is causing disproportionate opportunities directly effecting our minority and lower income communities. (As 
noted by North Las Vegas City Councilwoman Pamela Goynes‐Brown at her press conference on February 24, 2021) 

• Youth and high school basketball has returned or is set to return to every state in the continental United States except
for Nevada. (See Max Preps roadmap to return to high school basketball.)
• Basketball will be contested in many of our neighboring states including, Utah, Arizona, Washington and Idaho.
• The National Federation of State High School Associations (NFHS) has done away with tiered sport classifications,
stating that "as knowledge of the virus that causes COVID‐19 has evolved, we have increasingly recognized that
transmission depends upon multiple factors that cannot be easily accounted for by simply dividing sports into three
distinct categories of risk."

Please feel free to contact me with any questions or comments. 

Eric Bauman 
Owner 
Las Vegas Basketball Center 
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Meagan Werth Ranson

From: Heather Latimer 
Sent: Tuesday, March 9, 2021 7:49 PM
To: PressRoom Nevada Health Response
Subject: Youth Basketball

Hello, 

Please open up youth basketball for training, scrimmages, games and tournaments. The kids have missed out on an 
entire season and need to get back out there and play. Soccer, Lacrosse, Football, Baseball, Volleyball, Fencing, Field 
Hockey, Kickball, just to name a few are allowed to compete. Why are we excluding basketball? It isn’t fair. Please open 
it up! 

Thank you. 
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Meagan Werth Ranson

From: PressRoom Nevada Health Response
Sent: Monday, March 15, 2021 2:51 PM
To: Meagan Werth Ranson
Subject: Fw: COVID 19 - Nevada playbook urgently needs updating; vaccinate those 55+ years of age

From: Jalayne Nottom 
Sent: Thursday, March 11, 2021 1:22 PM 
To: PressRoom Nevada Health Response
Subject: COVID 19 ‐ Nevada playbook urgently needs updating; vaccinate those 55+ years of age  

All, 

Please act immediately by following the science and the data.  Open up the vaccine in all counties to all those 55+ 
years old in Nevada now.   

Lets review the facts:

 95.7% of all COVID deaths are those over the age of 50.  Let alone severe illness and hospitalization.
 65+ is now over 63%  vaccinated, many states are using a much lower marker rather than Nevada’s marker

before opening up to the next group.
 Follow the advice given in the technical bulletin issued on March 3, 2021 by the ACIP. ‘RECOMMENDATION –

NSIP supports the counties in prioritizing subsets of age groups in the < 65 years group, e.g., moving
methodically from serving those 65 years and older to including all those 55 years and
older.’’   https://nvhealthresponse.nv.gov/wp‐content/uploads/2021/03/TB_Underlying‐Health‐Conditions‐
Guidance_030321.pdf

 Nevada’s playbook must be updated to version 4 (‘V4’) to include this group.  After all it is a living document.
 Vaccine doses are going unused.  As of today Nevada has 258,985 unused doses available according to the

CDC. As an example in Mesquite, NV alone 600 doses were made available to those 65+ this week with 75% of
the appointments going unfilled.

 The two largest vaccine sites in Clark County/Las Vegas, Cashman Center and Convention Center are vaccinating
only a trickle of residents compared to the number of doses they have.

 Our neighboring states of Arizona and Utah now allow those over 50 to receive the vaccine as well as several
others.

 Those in the approved tier/lane groups can still get vaccinated, no need to wait to open it up to those 55+.
 There are 3 vaccines available, with increase allotments coming each week.  Predicted to increase dramatically

this month.
 Practically all those in the ‘essential workers’ lane in the playbook have been included but Not those in the

‘general public’ lane.
 There are enormous amount of line jumpers getting vaccinated.  (e.g. government employees in Las Vegas, as

well as those with fake employment verification).
 Nevada has large retirement communities that are 55+, not vaccinated and afraid to leave their homes.

As a resident in the 55+ high risk group I have been ‘waiting my turn’.  My turn is Now.  Open the availability  to those 
55+.  It is all about sooner than later, save a life. 

Thank you, I look forward to an updated news 
release. Best Regards,



From:  
Sent: Tuesday, March 9, 2021 10:35 AM 
To: PressRoom Nevada Health Response <PressRoom@nvhealthresponse.nv.gov> 
Subject: youth sports - basketball 
 
Hello,  
 
 I'm writing to request lifting the limitation on youth sports basketball  immediately.  At this point, most 
comparable sports are allowed to play and similar sports have been approved to play in schools.  Our 
kids need to get back to doing healthy activities they enjoy for multiple reasons.  Lifting the ban on it now 
will allow for some leagues to have a short season before summer and help with the physical and more 
importantly, mental health for many kids. 
  Nevada is the ONLY state in the country that is not allowing basketball in some form.  That is a shame 
at this point.  We were the only state that did not allow student-athletes to have some form of 
competition.  Allowing people who have the money to travel to Utah and Arizona so their kids can play in 
leagues while the families that can't afford to do that have no options.  Please allow this sport beginning 
this month.   
 
Thank you, 

Jason Hunt  
 

 

mailto:PressRoom@nvhealthresponse.nv.gov
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Meagan Werth Ranson

From: Jenny Dannels
Sent: Tuesday, March 9, 2021 4:17 PM
To: PressRoom Nevada Health Response
Subject: Please open up for our kids

Hi. I have four kids and live in Las Vegas, NV. The stop on Basketball has gone long enough and my boys are being 
affected mental and physically by this shut down. Basketball is there passion and you have had this shut down for long 
enough. Indoor soccer, Indoor Volleyball and Indoor Cheer has been going on but you haven't allowed for Basketball to 
play. This makes no sense and is only affecting our teens. This is a lot of our kids outlet and you've put a stop to it for far 
too long. We have been forced to travel to Arizona, Utah and Texas for our kids to play in basketball games and also 
causing families financial Hardships during this rough time. In Summerlin there are still no basketball hoops on at the 
parks. LET OUR KIDS PLAY!!!!!! We've had enough. Give us our freedoms back and let us choose if we want to leave our 
house or not and if we want our kids to play basketball or not. OPEN UP BASKETBALL IN NEVADA!!!!!!!! 

‐‐  
Jenny Dannels 
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Meagan Werth Ranson

From: PressRoom Nevada Health Response
Sent: Monday, March 15, 2021 3:09 PM
To: Meagan Werth Ranson
Subject: For Public Comment - Fw: mistake in ventilator usage on Nevada covid dashboard

From: K Hof  
Sent: Saturday, March 13, 2021 11:01 AM 
To: PressRoom Nevada Health Response <PressRoom@nvhealthresponse.nv.gov> 
Subject: mistake in ventilator usage on Nevada covid dashboard  

Once again, you have made a mistake on the data for the Nevada covid dashboard. Today, March 13, 2021, 
you reported ventilator usage as 208. This is not only a huge jump from yesterday, it is about triple the 
amount of people in ICU in all of Nevada. You can't have more people on ventilators than in ICU. Also, it's a 
huge jump from yesterday. As you know, many on social media do not trust this data. When you make 
mistakes in the data, you are contributing to this distrust. And, this distrust affects vaccine hesitancy at a time 
when Governor Sisolak, all the health response teams and President Biden want as many people as possible to 
get vaccinated. Your incorrect reporting of the data is contributing to vaccine hesitancy. Also, these statistics 
are used to open Nevada. You must take your reporting more seriously. Many people depend on your 
reporting to be correct. For instance, yesterday, Caleb Cage reported the huge jump in cases the past two days 
was due to testing backlogs. You should have reported that fact on the dashboard. Also, I thought the labs 
were required to report in 24 hours. If a lab or labs are not reporting in the required period of time, why 
haven't you stopped them from testing in Nevada? Please do your job correctly. People in Nevada expect you 
to do it correctly. Also, instead of just ignoring the mistake, you should go back and fix the mistake in the 
charts. 
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Meagan Werth Ranson

From: Jennifer Steventon 
Sent: Wednesday, March 17, 2021 9:11 AM
To: PressRoom Nevada Health Response
Subject: County Licensed Foster Parents
Attachments: Vaccine argument.docx

I will also call in a public comment.  

I have attachments what I will be saying. I have been contacting whomever I can to get foster parents prioritized while 
being ignored. We chose to be foster parents because we wanted to help these children and hopefully make a 
difference in their lives and it has been disappointing that the state and county that we serve have excluded us in these 
times. 



I am calling today to ask you to re-evaluate county foster parents for priority vaccine scheduling. 

At the end of February foster parents licensed through private agencies in Washoe County were given 

the link to schedule their vaccines. But Washoe Health District is stating foster parents licensed through 

Washoe County are not considered a priority or essential because we aren’t an agency per the 

Governors Playbook. This makes no sense as we do the same job and foster parents licensed through 

Washoe County have more prolonged face to face community contact as in most cases the children 

placed with the private agencies no longer have parental visits. We have discussed this with social 

workers and the children attorneys and they are all shocked we haven’t been given the vaccine, as the 

attorney put it the attorneys are all working with the same kids and parents and they received their 

vaccine.  

Per ACIP recommendations that are mentioned on page 23 of the Nevada playbook, says specify 

prioritization within population groups should be based on the risk of acquiring infection and the risk of 

transmitting the infection to others.  To put what we do into perspective  

• we sit in a room for an hour with windows that do not open.

• We have two infants who are too young to wear masks.

• Social distancing can not followed as these parents want to hold their child.

• Our particular case the parents are homeless and we have no idea what contacts they have had

in the community. The parents masks are either bandanas or flimsy single layer mask. And they

consistently let it fall below their nose.

• We then take these children home with out knowing if they were exposed. If one is exposed to

COVID then it will quickly spread throughout our household.

• Per CDC, babies under 1 may be more likely to have severe illness from COVID.

On page 24 the standardized criteria list and CDC guidance for the priority list. Based on what I just told 

you we a do on a weekly basis we easily fall under  

1a-We and the children in our care have an unavoidable, close contact with those who may have COVID. 

2a- We and the children in our care have unavoidable, sustained contact with those that may have 

COVID.  

3a- I would say our job as licensed foster parents is important to the community. 

3b-Being foster parents the community and Washoe County depend on us to take these children into 

our homes and we provide them with safety and well-being. 

4. Community spread, we have followed all guidelines and so it would only spread throughout our

household and we care about our community and always wear CDC recommended masks.

5. Based on my immune disorder, asthma, and a high BMI I have to say I would have a very risk of COVID

complications and death.

6. In our case we are older and raised our children. And we both have underlying conditions. And are at

high risk for COVID complications.



In a recent article from the New England Journal of Medicine it states foster parents and caregivers 

should be prioritized to protect those they take care of. Prioritizing vaccination for foster caregivers 

will allow these young children in foster care that cannot wear a mask to benefit from vaccine 

protection even when they cannot be vaccinated themselves. 

 

I also ask that you put a plan in place at the visitation centers to get these parents that are actively 

engaged in visits vaccinated, provide better masks for these parents and consider installing 

HEPA air purifiers to keep these young ones or special needs children that can not wear a mask 

safe during the visits. 

 

In conclusion I ask you to consider putting yourself in our shoes and taking your own infant into 

a room during these times with no proper air circulation for over an hour with others that are not 

properly wearing masks. When you and your infant leave that room and you go home wouldn’t 

you be concerned that infant could have been exposed? That your infant could get seriously ill. 

That it could spread throughout your household? 

 

I ask that you please reconsider and have Washoe Health District vaccinate Washoe County’s 

licensed foster parents. 
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Meagan Werth Ranson

From: Mark St. John 
Sent: Tuesday, March 23, 2021 8:55 AM
To:
Subject: Re: Water Polo Event Approval

Hi, 

I did not see this in the public comments portion of the task force meeting.  

On Wed, Mar 17, 2021 at 12:09 PM Meagan Werth Ranson  wrote: 

Good Afternoon, 

Would you like this included as public comment for tomorrow’s Task Force meeting? 

Thank you, 

Meagan 

From: Mark St. John <
Sent: Wednesday, March 17, 2021 12:05 PM 
To: 
Subject: Re: Water Polo Event Approval 

Hello All, 

I can provide testimony from 2 Hockey Parents that will state that their youth athletes are able to play with contact 
and have games.   I am glad they are able to do so.   

Can we be treated the same? 



2

Caleb, Terry, and Meagan,  you have heard our plea.  Yesterday’s meeting took us by shock.  We request a meeting 
today to seek approval for our event.  Do you have time to discuss?  We still have time as team’s are ready to play.  

At the very least, can you address the fact that we are not being addressed in any sort of equitable manner as 
compared to hockey?   

We are available all day today and await your response please. 

Sent from my iPhone 

On Mar 16, 2021, at 3:42 PM, Mark St. John wrote: 

Thank you for the email.   I have videos of the contrary that I can send you all if you would like. 

I would be very surprised that teams would travel to have a non-contact hockey tournament.  Rest 
assured, I will be at this event with my camera. 

You are offering no options for our athletes. 

Again, I am just asking for equal treatment. 

On Tue, Mar 16, 2021 at 3:34 PM wrote: 

Mark to clear up a miss conception. Youth Hockey does not allow contact (checking) and that is part of 
the Tournament approval. Youth Hockey is not allowed to have full contact practices or games.  

From: Mark St. John 
Sent: Tuesday, March 16, 2021 3:24 PM 
To: 
Subject: Water Polo Event Approval 
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Hello All, 

I was hoping you can help me identify the same path that hockey used to allow contact in 
their practices and events.  Hockey, which is in the same classification as Water Polo, is able to have 
full contact practices, games, and even host tournaments despite their current classifications.  

Please see these links  

https://www.lasvegasice.com/Tournaments/Presidents-Day 

https://www.lifeguardarena.com/page/show/5801473-house-league-2020- 

I eagerly await your response and approval with our existing protocols in place.  We are far exceeding 
any protocols that hockey has in place for our event.  We are feeling a little left in the cold as a sport 
with no opportunities for our athletes to participate.  

Please let me know if you have any questions. 

Thank You, 

--  

Mark St. John 

Team Vegas Water Polo
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--  

Mark St. John 

702.477.5529 

  

  

 
 
 
--  
Mark St. John 
702.477.5529 
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Meagan Werth Ranson

From: Mark St. John 
Sent: Wednesday, March 17, 2021 12:01 AM
To:

Cc:

Subject: Equality in Youth Sports-Reclassification of Water Polo
Attachments: Supporting Document_Water Polo.pdf; Protocols_Request for Approval_Water Polo Events.pdf; 

Reclassification of Water Polo.pdf

Dear Governor, NV Task Force, and Business and Industry Director,  

This email is to implore you to reconsider your stance on reclassifying water polo in order to allow Nevada athletes to 
pursue the sport they love, safely. You and taskforce leaders have been shown our argument and supporting data for a 
safe return to play.  

We cannot help but feel that we are not prioritized when it comes to youth sports.  Is it because we aren't a 
casino?  Maybe we don't know the right “people” or political figure?  Perhaps we don't have a strong lobby or money to 
get noticed.  We are, afterall, just a non‐profit sports team.  However, we are water polo players with passion and love 
for this sport.  We pride ourselves in coaching and teaching all levels of play from beginners in splash ball to sending our 
high school players to division one collegiate teams. 

Sadly, your denial in today's meeting with the Coronavirus Response Director gave us no path to return to play.   No 
proof to refute that our sport is unsafe has been provided and you are allowing other sports, in the same classification as 
water polo, the ability to play games and host tournaments.  We are asking for the same consideration and consistency 
in the decision making process.  

Fact ‐ Hockey is having games weekly and it even says on their website (scroll down to 2021 Schedule).   I have seen 
these games and can send you videos to support my claim.  Look at the first sentence on that page.  It says MORE 
GAMES!  

Fact ‐ Department of Business and Industry has approved an application to host a hockey tournament March 19‐
22. How is a sport that is classified as prohibited under current guidelines able to acquire such an approval?  They are
even noted here as being classified as high contact sport (second paragraph).  Dept of B&I claims the tournament will
not allow "checking" and that is how they were approved.  Is that the only contact in hockey?  What about
faceoffs?  Defense on the puck?  Fighting for the puck on the boards?  Can they guarantee all that will not happen at this
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tournament? And if it does happen, will the event be canceled.  Doesn't sound like hockey if they can't do those 
things.  Rest assured they will. 

Fact ‐ You mentioned you can't make an exception for a single sport.  This statement is false.  You just reclassified 
Lacrosse and you are allowing hockey games events without reclassification.  

Fact ‐ While I am happy for Lacrosse and Hockey, I have the same passion for my sport as they do.  I hope to join them in 
their path to return to play.  

Please explain to me why you can't approve our request to be able to have contact in our practices and the ability to 
have games while others in the Battle Born State of Nevada are?.  We are soccer, basketball, football, lacrosse, and 
hockey (all approved) DIPPED IN CHLORINE! Chlorine is a disinfectant that kills the virus! Please see our attached 
supporting documents.  

Attached: 

 Supporting Letter to Reclassify Water Polo
 Protocols for our Event ‐ Testing no more than 6 days before the event and Rapid Test On‐Site before the teams

first game. 
 Reclassification Request

Governor and Task Force, your agenda has made time to allow water parks to open and resort pools.  You 
have made the effort to increase F&B occupancies.  Our city is increasing hotel occupancy and allowing 
Spring Breakers to flood our city.  This is all great news...PLEASE FIND THE TIME FOR US TOO!  Our 
athletes see their city returning to normal and see their peers are able to find options to play their sport.  
Please consider water polo too.     

I know you will do the right thing as you are for all Nevadans but especially for our kids that are battling 
so many other things such as depression and need this to properly classify our sport. 

Thank You,

Mark St. John 
Team Vegas Water Polo



COVID PROTOCOLS

PRE TRAVEL
All athletes and coaches will be required to have a negative result COVID test in their hometown/state no more than 6 days
prior to the event.  They will need to show proof of this before the on-site Rapid Test is performed.  A negative result for the
initial test is mandatory.  It is highly recommended those traveling as chaperones are also tested.  All information will be kept
confidential. 

We are asking that after the initial COVID test, each athlete will try to isolate themselves in their own "tournament bubble."
Taking all precautions to avoid any exposure to the virus prior to and during travel.

Once your entry is in, you will reserve a time to have the Rapid Test performed either prior to your 1st game, or at the Host
Hotel.  A positive result at tournament check in will disqualify the individual athlete/coach from tournament participation.  You
can choose to perform another Rapid Test, or a PCR test at a local lab the next day.

Also, athletes and coaches must sign the USA Water Polo COVID-19 Return to Play Release and Waiver through their
USAWP Membership portal.

While at the tournament site, masks are to be worn at all times unless you are in the water.   Coaches and Admins, we are
asking you to take care of this in regards to your own team and families.  We are not the mask police.  If you or your team
(which includes parents/family) have an issue with the masks, a Covid Officer on site will either warn you or ask you to leave. 
I am hoping everyone is compliant in this regard, as we hope to have a fun weekend of water polo.  The facility has strict
rules, and if we can't follow them, it jeopardizes our ability to host.     

Spectators will be limited to 2 per athlete, and 30 total per team

Forms and Documents for Testing

COVID-19 Parental Consent Form and Waiver(any athletes 18+ can sign for themselves) 
AUTHORIZATION FOR USE OR DISCLOSURE OF PROTECTED HEALTH INFORMATION - 
Proof of Negative Test dated no earlier than 6 days before event start date. Electronic or Hard Copy

Consider the above 3 documents your "Playing Passport."  These documents must be presented when testing. 
PLEASE PLEASE have these with you.  I do not want to be the bad guy here.  Testing company will not test anyone
who doesn't have the above documents.   I want everyone to be able to participate.  Please don't let a sheet of paper
with signatures be the thing that holds you back from that.  

Additional Tests (Optional)

If you believe your test results in a false positive, you can have the choice to take another test.  $49
If you would like to take a PCR test(most accurate), the medical staff running the test can administer them for $110
each.  Samples will be collected on site Friday and Saturday morning for anyone choosing to take that option.  Tests
will be taken to a local lab Saturday at 10am that will have the results expedited within 4-6 hours. (you may miss a
game(s) waiting for the results)

Reminder

No athlete or coach can participate unless they show a negative result on their pre-travel test and tournament on-
site test. 

The medical staff running the tests wants to remind all participants to be patient during your testing time.  They are familiar
with sporting event testing and will get through each team efficiently as possible. Also reminding you to take all steps
necessary to put yourself in a position to participate in this event.  Be diligent with your personal protection, cleanliness, and
social distancing at and leading up to the weekend.

Player and Parent Entrances
Players and Coaches will have a separate entrance from Parents/Spectators.  See the attached photo for your designated
entrance.   Parents/Spectators are not permitted on deck.   Parents/Spectors are to maintain social distancing and to have a
mask on at all times in the facility.  Please also see the pool deck map(attached) for your reference.  Team areas are the
yellow boxes.  

Please let me know if you have any questions. 

Thank You, 



--
Mark St. John



At the moment my application can not be approved because of the current classification of water polo in the current
guidelines.   Even with all the testing protocols we will have in place, it can not be considered.  After speaking with Terry
today, he mentioned I would need to get on the agenda of the NV COVID Task Force to potentially plead my case to allow
these events to take place.   

My colleagues and I at USA Water Polo and would like to share some findings with you.

Our view, based on scientific data, is that water polo has been inaccurately classified as a “high risk of transmission” sport. In
fact, since water polo is played in a highly chlorinated environment (which kills the COVID-19 virus), when combined with
proper on-deck protocols, water polo is safe and represents an extremely low risk of transmission.

When playing water polo, faces and bodies are frequently submerged, immediately killing the virus. The positive effects of
chlorine are not just limited to the water. Chlorine gas hovers above the water’s surface acting as an additional disinfectant.
The Centers for Disease Control (CDC) has reported that there is NO evidence of COVID-19 transmission through swimming
pools, while the World Health Organization (WHO) has also identified only a limited risk of contamination and illness at well-
managed facilities.

I and the water polo community are open and willing to adhere to restrictions like other sports, and be given the opportunity to
participate in full contact practice and competition, similar to that of our neighboring states and other local high school sports.

Currently we are stuck with no options for participation opportunities for these athletes.  These athletes are students of our
district, but don't have their sport available through their school. These athletes are still Student Athletes, and have chosen a
sport that is outside of their schools Varsity programs. 

I am available and willing to work with you on finding a way to bring this sport back.  Our neighboring states(including
California, Utah, and Arizona) are already allowing full contact water polo.  

I respectfully ask that you reconsider the sport’s classification.

I understand water polo's current classification.  With your guidance, I am hoping to better understand what it would take to
either; 1. Move water polo into a different classification. (I can provide studies and cases on how chlorinated water and the
chlorine gases that float above the water affect the virus) or 2. Keep water polo in its current classification, but allow these
events to proceed with the testing and protocols I have in place. 

As a quick note, I have hosted 5 weekends of water polo events in January and February of 2021 in St. George, UT.  Those
weekends hosted over 1,600 athletes and 110 teams in a safe and responsible manner.  We had each athlete and coach test
no more than 6 days before each weekend, and they had to produce a negative COVID test result.  When arriving at the
event, they all also had to take an onsite rapid test with a negative result before being permitted to compete.  That is 2 tests
within 6 days of the event.

I am hoping to bring these safe and responsible events to my hometown.  

I can share my application and all the protocols we have in place if you wish.  

If this matter needs to be directed to someone else, please let me know.  I am just trying to find a way.  This will be the most
responsible run youth sports event.  This sport is my passion, and I am willing to put in as much effort as is needed to find a
way to make it work. 

I appreciate your time.

Please let me know if you have any questions. 

Thank You, 

--
Mark St. John



Dear Nevada Task Force Members: 
 
We are writing to formally request that the State of Nevada reclassify current COVID-19 restrictions regarding 
participation in water polo. Based on scientific data, we believe that water polo has been inaccurately classified as a 
“high risk of transmission” sport. In fact, since water polo is played in a highly chlorinated environment (which kills the 
COVID-19 virus), and when combined with proper on-deck protocols, water polo is safe and represents an extremely low 
risk of transmission. During water polo, faces and bodies are frequently submerged,  immediately killing the virus. The 
positive effects of chlorine are not just limited to the water. Chlorine gas hovers above the water’s surface acting as an 
additional disinfectant. The Centers for Disease Control (CDC) has reported that there is NO evidence of COVID-19 
transmission through swimming pools, while the World Health Organization (WHO) has also identified only a limited risk 
of contamination and illness at well-managed facilities. 
 
Neighboring states, such as California and Arizona, have already acknowledged that water polo can resume safely. NCAA 
Pac-12 Conference resumed training and competition – with participants including UCLA, USC, California, Stanford, and 
Arizona State University, all of which are playing without evidence of their actions leading to higher infection rates. Last 
week, the California Department of Public Health announced additional guidance allowing the state to resume 
participation opportunities for “all organized youth sports and recreation— including school- and  
community-sponsored programs, and privately-organized clubs and leagues.” This guideline was not restricted to 
scholastic competition. 
 
Water polo is now taking place across the United States while Nevada delays implementation because the sport is not 
recognized through the NIAA high school system. In Nevada, swimming is allowed to go forward and we can simply 
apply the same on deck protocols for water polo to ensure an equally safe environment. Last month, the National 
Federation of State High School Associations (NFHS) elected to remove colored tiers in evaluating the risk of COVID-19 
transmission in high school sports and encouraged other sports authorities to do the same.  
 
On the international front, Italy was hardest hit by COVID-19’s initial impact. Its oldest technical university, Polytechnic 
Institute of Turin, issued a 400-page study of 387 sports. The study named water polo as the safest team sport. Similarly, 
the Spanish Swimming Federation issued a technical paper arguing that “a well-maintained swimming pool is sanitary 
safe” from COVID-19. The Dutch University Medical center of Utrecht provided further evidence that chlorine 
inactivated COVID-19.  

 
Safety protocols are now in place to train and compete safely in the USA. Science clearly identifies a much lower risk to 
playing water polo than many other basic activities that are currently allowed. We can assure you that we are ready to 
resume participation safely. The governing body for water polo in America, USA Water Polo, has issued protocols for a 
safe return to play based on science and the experiences noted above. In the case of water polo, one size does NOT fit 
all when applying general public health guidelines to a sport played in an environment hostile to the COVID-19 virus is 
counterproductive at best. This was evident when the NIAA allowed high risk sports to resume competition with 
additional measures. Unfortunately water polo was not included as it is not a recognized sport through the NIAA, so 
those students are still restricted from participating in their sport of choice. However, just recently, Lacrosse was 
reclassified by the state as an “intermediate risk of transmission” when it was previously classified as high risk.  
 
We are asking for your help to allow water polo to fully open under strict safety rules. Please be our advocate with our 
government and public health officials to follow the science and let our young people back in the chlorinated water to 
pursue their dreams. You can make a difference in the lives of water polo athletes, and Team Vegas Water Polo needs 
your help and support. 

 
Sincerely, 
 
Mark St. John - Head Coach Team Vegas Water Polo 

  
 

 

https://webpoint.usawaterpolo.com/wp15/Email/CT.wp?cx=hgzzccx__i_w_w_w&pz=&tgt=https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/parks-rec/aquatic-venues.html#:~:text=CDC%20is%20not%20aware%20of,or%20other%20treated%20aquatic%20venues
https://webpoint.usawaterpolo.com/wp15/Email/CT.wp?cx=hgzzccx__i_w_w_w&pz=&tgt=https://issuu.com/weekberichtstjoris/docs/whoguidlines_swimpools2
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