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Local Supply Chains Remain Robust,  
Smart Buying Encouraged  

 
Supply chains furnishing the shelves of local grocery stores remain robust and there is no need for 

residents to empty store shelves of goods, officials said. They encouraged smart, strategic purchases instead. 
 
That was the message today from Clark County Commission Chairman Marilyn Kirkpatrick, Vegas 

Chamber President and CEO Mary Beth Sewald and Dave Brower, vice president of risk management for 
Truline Corp., a local trucking and transport services company. 

 
“The supply chains that provide Southern Nevada all of its goods remain strong,” said Chairman 

Kirkpatrick, who noted that 92 percent of goods are delivered by trucking companies. “There simply is no 
reason to clear the shelves of our local retailers. Panic shopping only induces more of the same. I’m asking 
everyone to be smarter about this for the good of the community.” 

 
Residents should be strategic about their purchases and have enough food, medicine and supplies in 

their homes to last about 14 days. That is the average length of time that a family that comes down with 
coronavirus may be quarantined. To date, the health district has announced 16 cases in Clark County.  

 
The supply chain is robust and is expected to improve further with the federal relaxation of rules for  

how many hours truck drivers can be on the road. Drivers are allowed 11 hours of driving time in a 14-hour 
day. Due to the sharp increase in demand for goods at retail outlets, drivers are spending an inordinate amount 
of time lined up at distribution centers, exceeding an average of six hours nationally, which has cut into the 
number of hours they are allowed to spend on the road hauling goods. The relaxation of federal rules will allow 
more flexibility while maintaining safety, officials said. 

 
“Thanks to the swift action by the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration, our supply chain is 

getting back up and running.  We encourage our community to remain calm and have confidence that the food 
and medical supplies they need will be readily available,” said Mary Beth Sewald, president and CEO of the 
Vegas Chamber.  “We appreciate the truck drivers, distribution workers, manufacturing workers, grocery store 
employees, and all who are keeping our stores stocked and businesses clean.” 

 
“Transportation deals with the surge in demand annually at Christmas,” said Dave Brower, vice 

president of Risk Management for Truline Corp. “We have the ability to gear up and meet the demand.” 
 
 The Nevada Retail Association suggests these tips for shopping during the coronavirus outbreak: 
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• Make a plan of what you already have and what your family needs during a 2-week period 

• Have a prepared list before you go to the store but be flexible if products are not available. 

• Consider products like frozen meals and vegetables and be aware of expiration dates. 

• Limit quantities to a few weeks supply to help ensure that more products are available to more 
customers. 

• Try to avoid shopping during rush hours to reduce wait times and large crowds. 
 

Clark County officials are continuing to monitor the coronavirus situation in coordination with state, local 
and federal health officials and will keep the public advised of any updates. As a result of coronavirus 
concerns, Clark County has implemented additional cleaning and sanitizing efforts in all our facilities. Hand 
sanitizer stations have been added in some areas, and signage has been posted throughout county buildings 
encouraging regular hand washing, good cough and sneeze etiquette, and other recommended hygiene 
practices to limit the spread of viruses.  
 

The Southern Nevada Health District’s website, www.southernnevadahealthdistrict.org/coronavirus, is a 
recommended local resource for staying informed about the evolving coronavirus situation. Residents also can 
call the Health District’s Information Phone Line at (702) 759-INFO (4636), 7 a.m. to 7 p.m., Monday through 
Friday.   

                                                                         ### 
 

Clark County is a dynamic and innovative organization dedicated to providing top-quality service with integrity, respect and 
accountability.  With jurisdiction over the world-famous Las Vegas Strip and covering an area the size of New Jersey, Clark is the 
nation’s 14th-largest county and provides extensive regional services to 2.3 million citizens and 45.6 million visitors a year (2019). 
Included are the nation’s 9th-busiest airport, air quality compliance, social services and the state’s largest public hospital, University 
Medical Center. The County also provides municipal services that are traditionally provided by cities to 1 million residents in the 
unincorporated area. Those include fire protection, roads and other public works, parks and recreation, and planning and development. 
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